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Preface

Population, housing and establishment censuses form one of the cornerstones in the establishment of a sound statistical system that could serve planning and development.  It is a basic requirement for social and economic planning and monitoring.  Most countries conduct censuses regularly every ten years to track the major socioeconomic changes in population characteristics. The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) conducted the second Population, Housing, and Establishment Census (PHC07) in order to bridge the gap between the requirements of civil society and the reality on the ground in the Palestinian Territory. In addition, the census represented a legal obligation and a development and statistical need. PCBS conducted the first Census in 1997. PHC07 was an essential step to update the comprehensive database created in 1997. A census is the only opportunity to produce small scale estimates for the sake of local government planning and monitoring. 

PHC07 was composed of three main stages; delineation, numbering, and counting.  Numbering and counting the buildings was the second stage of the PHC07. This stage was a key step in conducting the census and ensuring coverage of all targeted units, including houses, households, individuals and establishments. The census of buildings played a dual role; it was an organizational stage to prepare for counting households and population, and was a target by itself to identify construction patterns and the distribution of buildings and houses by selected background indicators such as date of construction, façade material, major use of building or house, especially considering that the buildings census includes public and private buildings.

In the Palestinian case, the buildings census has an additional feature due to multiple supervisory authorities over buildings and building licenses. Municipalities and local councils are in charge of licensing buildings in main localities with local councils, while UNRWA takes charge of building in the refugee camps, and the Ministry of Local Governments is responsible for issuing building licenses in certain areas as per the Oslo Accords. Therefore, the buildings census is the only opportunity to comprehensively review changes in the number of buildings and their distribution in the Palestinian Territory. 

We are pleased to provide this report on the final results of the Buildings and Housing Units Census 2007. We hope it will provide the required data for planners, decision makers, researchers, and scholars and assist them in designing policies and taking decisions necessary for building the homeland.

	September, 2008
	Luay Shabaneh, Ph.D.

President of  the PCBS /

Census National Director


Important Remarks 

1. Buildings and Houses data are based on the results of the Population, Housing and Establishments Census 2007.  

2. Given the geographical and political situation in the Jerusalem governorate, it  has been divided into two parts (J1, and J2).
Definitions of Jerusalem J1&J2

For mere statistical purposes, the Jerusalem Governorate was divided into two parts. The first part (J1) includes that part of Jerusalem which was annexed forcibly by Israel following its occupation of the West Bank in 1967. This part includes the following localities: (Beit Hanina, Shu’fat Refugee Camp, Shu’fat, Al-Isawiya, Jerusalem “Al-Quds” (Sheikh Jarrah, Wadi Al-Joz, Bab Al-Sahira, As Suwwana, At-Tur, Ash-Shayyah, Ras Al-Amud), Silwan, Ath-Thuri, Jabal Al-Mukabbir, As-Sawahira Al-Gharbiya, Beit Safafa, Sharafat, Sur Bahir, and Um Tuba, Kufr A’qab). 

The second part of Jerusalem (J2) includes Jerusalem governorate except that part of Jerusalem which was forcibly annexed by Israel following its occupation of the West Bank in 1967. This part includes the following localities: Rafat, Mikhmas, Qalandya Refugee Camp, the Bedouin Community - Jaba’, Qalandya, Beit Duqqu, Jaba’, Al-Judeira, Beit Anan, Al-Ram, Dahiat Al-Pareed, Al-Jib, Bir Nabala, Beit Ijza, Al – Qubeiba, Khirbet Um Al-Lahem, Biddu, An-Nabi Samu’eil, Hezma, Beit Hanina Al Tehta, Qatanna, Beit Surik, Beit Iksa, A’nata, The Bedouin Community – Al-Khan Al-Ahmar, Az Za’eem, Al-Sawahreh Al-Sharqiyeh, Ash-Sheikh Sa’d, The Bedouin Communites . Al-Eizariya, Abu Deis

3. Data published in this report represents the Palestinian Territories except that part which Israel annexed after the occupation of Palestinian territory in 1967.
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