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Preface

With the latest developments in the peace process, and the Israeli aggression on the PNA and the Palestinian public at large, much of the gains on the socio-economic conditions have received a severe blow.  Since the beginning of the Intifada in September 2000, the Palestinian community is under one of the strictest closures, standards of living have deteriorated in a great deal, and the economy has lost more than a third of its value. Within the present conditions Palestinian households were mostly affected.

Given the day-to-day developments in the political realities of the Palestinian situation, this report provides an effective basis for analyzing the effects of border closures and other political upheaval to the living standards of the population. It also, provides a unique opportunity to track changes in living standards and poverty.  This report is necessary as a basis for planning by the Palestinian National Authority and relevant donors as well as monitoring the policy effects. 

The main objective of this report is to provide baseline data on the main indicators of poverty, as a part of socio-economic monitoring system. The results of this report could be of a high importance in establishing a surveillance system of reporting on the socioeconomic conditions, which could be used as the main device for mapping external interventions, and targeting special groups or areas for minimizing the impact of ongoing changes in the political, social, and economic conditions.

In order to formulate plans and policies aimed at alleviating poverty in the Palestinian Territory, it is critical to understand its causes and manifestations. This report emphasizes the need to monitor the “national poverty line” for measuring and monitoring the changes that affect the magnitude and acuteness of this phenomenon in the context of changes witnessed in the Palestinian economy. 

Based on these arguments, PCBS has decided that a Poverty report should be produced to monitor changes in living standards of the Palestinian population.  We do hope that the output from this report will be equally useful to the Palestinian efforts for establishing a better future.

	August, 2007
	Luay Shabanah, PhD

President
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