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Introduction

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) is an umbrella term that includes any communication device or application, encompassing: radio, television, cellular phones, computer and network hardware and software, satellite systems and so on, as well as the various services and applications associated with them, such as videoconferencing and distance learning.  It is a term used to describe the tools and the processes to access, retrieve, store, organize, manipulate, produce, present and exchange information by electronic and other automated means.  

ICT is often spoken of in a particular context, such as ICT in education, health care, or libraries. The importance of ICT lies less in the technology itself than in its ability to create greater access to information and communication in underserved populations.  Many countries around the world have established organizations for the promotion of ICT, because it is feared that unless less technologically advanced areas have a chance to catch up, the increasing technological advances in developed nations will only serve to exacerbate the already-existing economic gap between technological "have" and "have not" areas. Internationally, the United Nations actively promotes ICT indicators and measurements.  

The Convention on the Rights of the Child was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on November 20th, 1989; while its entry into force was on September 2nd, 1990.  Article 31 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulates that 1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts, 2. States Parties shall respect and promote the right of the child to participate fully in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity." 

The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) recognized the Convention on the Rights of the Child; to ensure the feeling of security and stability among children and that they enjoy their right to education and entertainment; to be creative and initiative; and to be aware of human values; have a sense of belonging nationally and to the world; and be capable of expressing themselves and take part in the decision making process.

In the Palestinian context, ICS occupies a more strategic position in the future thinking, it has been identified as one of the potential strategic options for the Palestinian economy in light of the limited natural resources.  Investment in the coming generations is a key step in this direction. Therefore, providing statistics on the ICT among children is a rational step in this regard.  

The objective of analyzing, presenting, and assessing available statistics is to develop a national mechanism of monitoring the situation of the Palestinian children and the extent such children enjoy their rights. Also, the assessment aims to inform policy-makers, planners, government entities and NGOs, and advocates of child rights about the importance of planning, enacting laws, setting up priorities, and having needs met. 

The list of indicators and parameters presented in the booklet were derived from the ongoing statistical activities conducted by PCBS. These indicators were of course based on consultations and discussions with key users. 

General Trend of Indicators

First: Households

· Increase in the rate of households with children (below 18 years old) and have a computer. The rate increased by 26.3% during the period 2004 and 2006.

· Increase in the rate of households with children (below 18 years old) and have internet service. The rate increased from 9.3% in 2004 to 17.1% in 2006

· No change in the rate of households with children (below 18 years old) and have a TV set. (the percentage of the households with children (below 18 years old) and have a TV was 95.2% in 2004 compared with 96.5% in 2006.

Second: Children  

· Increase in the rate of children (10-17 years old) who use computers in general, (56.0% in 2004 compared with 70.7% in 2006). Indicators show no significant variations between males and females in this regard.

· Home is still the most preferable place among children for using computers followed by school. Entertainment is still ranking first for using computers, (50.2% in 2004 compared to 47.8% in 2006).

· Increase in the rate of children who know about the internet and use such service, (it reached to 23.7% in 2006 compared to 18.8% in 2004).

· Entertainment occupies first place with respect to priorities for using the internet followed by educational programs. In 2006, the percentage of children who used the internet for entertainment reached to 47.8% compared to 45.8% who used it for research and review of educational program, while in 2004, these percentages reached to  50.2% and 35.6% respectively.

Demographic Status

The Convention on the Rights of the Child defines a child as "every human being below the age of eighteen years unless under the law applicable to the child.

· The Palestinian society is distinguished for being a young society since the number of individuals below the age of 18 was estimated in mid 2006 at approximately 2.0 million, (52.5% of the total population of the Palestinian Territory) at a sex ratio of 103.8.

· Regionally, the number of males below 18 is estimated at 628,560 whereas the number of females is estimated at 604,755 in the West Bank (at a sex ratio of 103.9). In Gaza Strip, the number of males totals 410,931 whereas the number of females totals 396,432 (at a sex ratio of 103.7). 

· Children below 5 years of age constitute 17.3% of the total population; while Children in the age group of 5-9 constitute 15.4% of the total population; those children in the age group of 10-14 constitute 13.0%; and children aged 15-17 constitute 6.8% of the total population. 

IT and Telecommunication Tools

PCBS conducted IT and Telecommunications Household Survey 2006 and Computer, Internet, and Mobile Phone Survey 2004 in order to determine the scope of progress in IT fields. The surveys can also measure the progress in meeting the needs of the Palestinian children based on the effect of the IT and telecommunications revolution, which is the main feature of our time. 

· The percentage of households with a computer in the Palestinian Territory in 2006 totaled 32.8% with 33.9% in the West Bank and 30.8% in Gaza Strip. Moreover, 15.9% of the households in the Palestinian Territory have internet access with 15.7% in the West Bank and 16.2% in Gaza Strip.

The Percentage of Households with Children Below 18 Years of Age and Have Computers Increased by 26.3% During 2004-2006

The household plays a major role in developing child’s personality and represents a social and cultural type where the child interacts. Having means of knowledge available at the child’s household is an important factor in provision of educational and entertaining sources if ideally and appropriately used. 

· Indicators show an increase in the percentage of households with children below 18 years of age and have a computer by 26.3% during 2004 and 2006; the percentage rose from 28.5% in 2004 to 36.0% in 2006. Moreover, the percentage of households with children below 18 years of age and have internet service increased by 83.9% since it rose from 9.3% in 2004 to 17.1% in 2006.

· No significant change was indicated in the percentage of Palestinian households with children below the age of 18 and have a television set (95.2% in 2004 compared to 96.5% in 2006). 

Figure 1-1: Percentage of Availability of Entertaining Instruments for Households with Children Below 18 Years of Age During 2004-2006
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PC Use

The Percentage of Children (10-17 years) Use of PC Increased by 26.3% During 2004-2006

· Indicators show an increase in the percentage of children in the age group of 10-17 years who use computers by 26.3% during 2004-2006. The percentage climbed from 56.0% in 2004 to 70.7% in 2006.

· Regionally, the percentage of children aged 10-17 increased by 18.7% in the West Bank (the percentage rose from 62.0% in 2004 to 73.6% in 2006. In Gaza Strip, the percentage increased by 42.8% (it climbed from 46.3% in 2004 to 66.1% in 2006).  

· Indicators show no considerable differences between males and females’ use of computers since male children using computers reached 72.0% compared to 69.3% for female children. 

Home is Still the Most Favorable Place for Using Computers by Children Aged 10-17

· Home occupies the first rank in the preferred places for using computers among children followed by school and friends’ homes. In 2006, the percentage of children who use computers at home registered 51.4% as opposed to 29.5% for those who use computers at school and 7.0% for those who use computers at friends’ homes. In 2004, on the other hand, the percentages of children using computers at home, school, and friends’ homes registered 45.7%, 30.9%, and 7.7% respectively.

· Regionally, results show that 33.4% of the West Bank children use computers at school whereas 5.7% of them use computers at friends’ homes. In Gaza Strip, the percentages of children who use computers at school and friends’ homes totaled 22.4% and 9.4% respectively. 

Using Computers for Entertainment Occupies the First Place

The purpose for using computers by children is mostly for entertainment. According to results, 47.8% of children aged 10-17 use computers for entertainment followed by studying and learning (educational programs) at 4.8%. 

The following table shows the different purposes for using computers during 2004-2006

Table 1-1: Percentage Distribution of Children Aged 

10-17 who Use Computers by Most Favorable Purpose for Use and Region During 2004-2006.

	Purpose for Use
	Region

	
	Palestinian Territory
	West Bank
	Gaza Strip

	
	2004
	2006
	2004
	2006
	2004
	2006

	Entertainment
	50.2
	47.8
	50.6
	45.1
	49.3
	52.9

	Using Windows 
	8.4
	1.7
	9.1
	2.1
	6.8
	1.0

	Studying and learning (educational programs)
	35.6
	45.8
	35.0
	47.6
	36.7
	42.5

	Internet use
	3.3
	4.2
	3.1
	5.2
	3.7
	2.3

	Others
	2.5
	0.5
	2.2
	-
	3.5
	1.3

	Total
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100


· means no sufficient observations.

Internet Use

· Internet links thousands of networks and millions of computers of different types and sizes worldwide. It is a means of communication and information exchange among individuals and institutions. About the extent of the knowledge of the children aged 10-17 in the internet, the results showed that the percentage of children who knew and used the internet in 2006 reached 23.7% compared to 18.8% in 2004. 

Figure 1-2: Percentage Distribution of Children Aged 10-17 by Use of Internet During 2004-2006
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· Indicators of 2006 show that two in every ten children or 23.7% know and use the internet service; four in every ten children or 39.7% know about the internet but do not use it and three in every ten children or 36.6% have no idea about the internet service. 

· Entertainment occupies first place in internet use objectives among children followed by educational programs. According to indicators, in 2006, the percentage of children who used the internet for entertainment totaled 47.8% compared to 45.8% who used it for research and review of educational program; however, in 2004, these percentages reached 50.2% and 35.6% respectively. These percentages vary among male and female children. According to results, 56.6% of male children use internet for entertainment and 36.3% use it for education. On the other hand, 36.9% of female children surf the internet for entertainment and 57.6% surf it for educational purposes.

· The 2006 indicators show that 63.0% of children internet users use it between 3 and 8 PM and 26.3% use it after 8 PM.

Newspapers and Magazines

Newspapers and magazines are the most common means of written media and constitute one of children education tools. 

· 8.9% of Palestinian households with children below 18 years of age obtain daily newspapers on regular basis; 31.3% obtain them sometimes; and 59.8% of such households do not obtain daily newspapers, according to 2006 results. 

· Results also show that 4.2% of Palestinian households with children below 18 years of age obtain periodical magazines on regular basis; 20.7% obtain them sometimes; and 75.1% of do not obtain such magazines. It is worth noting that there are no significant regional variations between the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Watching Television

· At least 30.6% of Palestinian households with children below 18 years of age watch the Palestinian TV regularly; 47.8% watch it sometimes; and 21.6% of such households do not watch it, according to 2006 results.

· The main reason for not watching the Palestinian TV is the inability to receive its transmission or for having other satellite channels at 24.6% each. However, the percentages in this regard vary according to region. In the West Bank, the percentage of households with children who do not watch the Palestinian TV for lack of reception of transmission reached 29.3% compared to 13.6% in Gaza Strip. On the other hand, the percentage of households with children who do not watch it for having other satellite channels available totaled 26.9% in the West Bank compared to 19.5% in Gaza Strip.

Daily Activities

· The results of the IT and telecommunications survey 2006 show that watching TV ranks number one in children (10-17 years) activities and reached high percentage among media-related activities (76.4% watch TV regularly) and 29.6% of children listen to the radio.

· There is an obvious variation between male and female children with respect to regular activities. According to results, 43.3% of female children draw compared to 24.4 for males and 2.5% of female children play sport games compared to 43.5% among male children.
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