[image: image1.png]



Palestinian National Authority

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Connectivity Survey Between Palestinian Governorates, Mid June, 2006

Main Findings 

July, 2006
PAGE NUMBERS OF ENGLISH TEXT ARE PRINTED IN SQUARE BRACKETS.

New Web Site:

· All of PCBS publications are available online in electronic format on PCBS Web site http://www.pcbs.gov.ps

· For additional data requests, online form is available on PCBS web site and users can track the status of their request and download the data once made available.

( July, 2006.

 All rights reserved.

Suggested Citation:

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2006. Connectivity Survey Between Palestinian Governorates, Mid June, 2006 - Main Findings.

Ramallah – Palestine. 

All correspondence should be directed to:

Dissimination & Documentation Department/ Division of User Services

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

P.O.Box 1647, Ramallah, Palestine.
	Tel: ( 972/970 ) 2 240 6340
	Fax: ( 972/970 ) 2 240 6343

	E-Mail: diwan@pcbc.gov.ps
	web-site:  http://www.pcbs.gov.ps


[image: image2.jpg]



Population, Housing and Establishment 

Census - 2007
Team Work

· Project Team 

Saleh AL-Kafri                                  Head of the Team                                     

Mohammad Duraidi

Marwan Barakat

Ibrahim AL-Tarsha

· Technical Committee                    

             Saleh AL-Kafri                           

             Mohammad Duraidi

             Ibrahim AL-Tarsha

             Maher Shami

             Husam khalifa

             Simreen Mahmdi

· Report Preparation

Rashad Yousuf

            Maher Shami

Husam Khalifa

Mohammad Fashafsha
· Preliminary Review 

Saleh AL-Kafri

Mohammad Duraidi

· Final Review

Mahmoud Jaradat 
· Overall Supervision 

Luay Shebaneh                                 PCBS President     
1. Introduction

The Israeli occupation forces have taken a number of arbitrary measures against the Palestinian people since the outbreak of the second Intifada in September 2000; most visible of such measure has been dividing and isolating Palestinian localities through setting up checkpoints and temporary and permanent military outposts on the roads linking Palestinian governorates; in addition to leveling lands, digging trenches, placing sand and rock barriers on other roads. These measures have hindered people movement between communities. This survey aims first and foremost at studying the status of continuation between Palestinian towns and their surrounding localities since mid July 2006 in light of the persistent Israeli oppressive measures.

2. Methodology:

2.1 Target Population

The study community is the individual who commute between governorates and across checkpoints.

2.2 The Frame

The sampling frame consists of events limited to 2006 and focused on Palestinian towns including Tubas, Jenin, Tulkarm, Nablus, Qalqilia, Salfit, Ramallah and Al Bireh, Jericho, Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Hebron, north Gaza, Gaza, Dir Al Balah, Khan Yunis, and Rafah; this also includes border crossings such as Al Karameh, Rafah, and Beit Hanoon. 

2.3 Data Collection

Fieldwork interviewers collected the data. Questionnaires on connectivity between town centers were filled by Palestinian commuters who travel between Palestinian towns on permanent basis. Questionnaires on connectivity between towns and surrounding localities (villages) were filled by taxicab drivers who operate between towns and surrounding localities on permanent basis. 

3. Concepts and Definitions 

· Permanent chekpoints: Round-the-clock Israeli occupation troops manned chekpoints whether they stop or do not stop traffic.

· Temporary chekpoints: Sudden temporarily-erected chekpoints at different locations.

· Traveled distance: The distance a small vehicle travels (excluded buses) during a single journey whether from the center of a governorate to another governorate center or between the center of a governorate and surrounding localities.

· The time a single journey takes: The time a small vehicle (excluded buses) takes to travel a single journey whether from the center of a governorate to another governorate center or between the center of a governorate and surrounding localities.

· Illegible distance: The distance a small vehicle travels (excluded buses) during a single journey on a road that is not suitable for traffic in accordance with international standards used in road classification such as dirt roads, rough terrain, and agricultural roads.

· Accomplished journey: The journey a vehicle travels to transport passengers from one localityto another whether the vehicle is full or not as it left the localitycenter to another locality. 

· Daily fare: The daily fare a passenger pays to the vehicle driver for transporting the passenger from one locality to another during a single journey.

· Israeli measures during the second Intifada: The set of Israeli measures and policies imposed on the Palestinian Territory as of end of September 2000 or the start of the Intifada.

4. Main Findings

4.1 Military Chekpoints

The connectivity between Palestinian governorates survey, mid June 2006, indicates that the biggest number of Israeli occupation forces permanent chekpoints, placed on roads used by vehicles traveling between Palestinian towns, totaled three. The chekpointswere centered on roads linking the northern West Bank towns of Jenin, Tubas, Tulkarem, and Nablus and central West Bank towns of Ramallah and Jericho; as well as the roads linking southern West Bank towns such as Bethlehem and Hebron with Ramallah and Jericho in center of the West Bank. According to results, the largest number of temporary military chekpoints on roads traveled by vehicles connecting Palestinian towns was five; they were erected on the roads linking the southern West Bank towns of Bethlehem and Hebron with Ramallah in the center. 

The mean of the longest time commuters spend waiting on chekpoints located in Ramallah and Al Bireh governorate reached approximately 77 minutes; on the other hand, the mean of the shortest recorded time reached 25 minutes in the same governorate. The mean of the shortest time for waiting at a military chekpoint on governorates level was recorded in Qalqilia and Bethlehem governorates at 6 minutes. 

Figure 1: The mean of the longest and shortest time spent in waiting at military checkpoints during a single journey by governorate in the Remaining West Bank, mid June 2006
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4.2 Traveled distance compared with pre-Intifada era

The roads linking the center of a governorate with surrounding localities that were most affected were those of Bethlehem governorate, according to results. The traveled distance increased for a single journey in comparison with the pre-Intifada era for 98.0% of the roads; this was followed by the Jordan Valley and Jericho governorates where traveled distance was increased in 91.0% of the roads. 

Figure 2: Percentage distribution of changes taking place to a traveled distance during a single journey compared with the pre-Intifada era, by governorate in the Remaining West Bank, mid June 2006
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4.3 Illegible Roads: 

According to survey results, 88.6% of the traveled roads in Jenin governorate have illegible roads to travel on during a single journey followed by Tubas governorate at 48.3%, Tulkarem governorate at 38.4%, Nablus region at 32.6%, and Qalqilia governorate at 35.3%. Ramallah on the other hand has 42.4% of illegible roads to be traveled and the Jordan Valley and Jericho governorates have 30.3%. In the southern West Bank governorates the rate of illegible roads reached 73.9% and 3.9% for Bethlehem and Hebron respectively. 

According to 10.6% of commuters in Jenin governorate, their journey includes walking. For Tubas, Tulkarem, Nablus, and Qalqilia regions, the percentages of the commuters who have to travel part of their journey on foot total 34.5%, 38.6%, 77.5%, and 16.2% respectively. The same applies to central West Bank governorates of Ramallah and Al Bireh, the Jordan Valley and Jericho, and Bethlehem where 3.1%, 30.3%, and 8.7% of commuters cover part of their journey on foot, respectively. 

Figure 3: Percentage distribution of roads where illegible roads are traveled during a single journey by governorate in the Remaining West Bank, mid June 2006
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4.4 The Impact of the Israeli Measures on the Connectivity Among Community:

The Israeli measures have since September 2000 negatively affected the movement of Palestinian people between Palestinian towns and localities. Distance has increased for most roads connecting localities and the time for traveling increased for a number of reasons including closing main roads and erecting permanent and temporary Israeli military chekpoints between localities. Hence, traveling costs increased, which affected first and foremost the Palestinian citizens. The results of the connectivity survey show that the distance between the center and the south of the West Bank has almost doubled during the Intifada, for instance, the distance between the center of Ramallah and Al-Bireh governorate and the center of Bethlehem governorate doubled from 23.5 kilometers to 50 kilometers (mid June 2006). The distance between Ramallah and Al Bireh and Hebron increased fro 49 kilometers to 79 kilometers, an increase of 59%. Moreover, the time needed for traveling increased due to the military chekpoints where one has to wait for more than two hours sometimes to cross a military chekpoint. The increased distance between localities and the increased time led to an increase in fuel consumption and an increase in transport fares, which the Palestinian commuter has to bear. The fares are twice what they used to be before the Intifada; an increase that is more than the natural increase in prices. The record of transport fares increased between September 2000 and June 2006 by 123%, or more than twice, including 152% in the remaining West Bank, 53% in Gaza Strip, and 34% in Jerusalem. The overall price record, on the other hand, increased by 24% in the Palestinian Territory, including 25% for the West Bank, 15% for Gaza Strip, and 25% for Jerusalem.

Figure 4: Traveled distance (km) of roads from north and south West Bank to center (Ramallah and Al Bireh) before September and mid June 2006
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