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Chapter 4
Child Cultural and Recreational Reality


The significance of the child’s culture and monitoring child cultural and recreational rights is the cornerstone of building the child’s personality since they constitute the child’s feelings toward beauty, love, and life. They develop the child’s taste of art and beauty, and love and belonging to the society and homeland.

Understanding the world of beauty is a major part of the culture of the society. It finds a place in educational and cultural institutions whether locally, regionally, or internationally. Such understanding created the cultural and recreational rights of the child in the Palestinian national plan of the Palestinian child, which was prepared by the national committee and endorsed by the PNA in 1995 to be in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1989.

This Chapter discusses Children’s Cultural and Recreational Status by shedding light on the important cultural issues in the life of the child presented through the role of the family and the society as well as cultural activities of the child. 

Family Role in the Child’s Culture and Recreation
Family is the base of the society and the place where children learn various cultures depending on the education of the family and its economic situation. Families that have cultural and recreational facilities such as home libraries, TVs, PCs, and Internet connection play a greater role in the child’s education, culture, and entertainment than the families who lack such facilities. The families’ cultural concerns such as visiting cultural institutions and festivals and art exhibitions also play a role in the status of child’s education, culture, and entertainment.  

The Child’s Family’s Ownership of Means of Knowledge


Availability of a home library, computer and other means of knowledge for the child’s family is an important factor in providing the child with culture and entertainment as long as they are used in the best positive manner.

The findings of the Computer, Internet and Mobile Survey 2004 showed that 28.5% of households having children under 18 years in the Palestinian Territory have computers, distributed by 31.1% in the West Bank compared with 23.8% in Gaza Strip. Data showed that 9.3% of the households who have children under 18 years had Internet.

In 2004, 95.2% of households who have children under 18 years in the Palestinian Territory reported having TV sets. As for possessing a satellite dish, the findings showed that 71.4% of households who have children under 18 years stated have a satellite dish, 24.0% have a video player and 28.4% have a home library compared with 15.3% in 2003. 

Socio-cultural Activities

According to the survey findings, of the cultural institutions of the Palestinian Territory, 2005 the number of cultural centers in the Palestinian Territory is 213 including 174 operating centers; 122 of which are in the West Bank and 52 in Gaza Strip. Survey results also show that there are 39 non operational cultural centers in the Palestinian Territory. 

Results showed that 60.3% of the cultural centers in the Palestinian Territory have libraries (62.3% in the West Bank and 55.8% in Gaza Strip) and 74.3% of cultural centers which have libraries have special section for children in their libraries. The results also indicate that approximately 36.8% of cultural centers are equipped to receive individuals with special needs (including 41.0% in the West Bank and 26.9% in Gaza Strip).

The Computer, Internet and Mobile Survey 2004 showed that 37.0% of children aged 10-17 years are participating in sport activities, distributed as 56.6% among males and 15.9% among females, and 29.8% are practicing drawing, distributed as 19.8% among males and 40.5% among females. 
Data showed that 9.8% of children aged 10-17 years are affiliated to a sport club, distributed as 16.1% for males against 3.4% for females, 7.2% are participating in activities at a public library, distributed as 5.0% among males compared with 9.4% among females.

Practicing Activities in Free Time

Youth survey data 2003 showed that 31.9% of sampled children aged 10-17 years stated that they watch TV, 39.6% among females compared with 24.6% among males, 16.7% stated they study and review school subjects, 12.0% practice sports, 1.9% among females compared to 21.5% among males; 11.8% meet their friends; and 4.7% use the computer during their free time.

Data revealed that 25.3% of children aged 10-17 years do not have the desire to practice any activity in their free time, 17.5% would like to travel abroad, 15.7% would like to spend their free time using computer and Internet, 13.5% would like to travel locally and 7.3% would like to practice sports.  The main reason for not practicing any activity during their free time is the prevailing deteriorated political situation at 26.4%, 19.3% referred to the high cost of desired activities, 15.5% referred to the unavailability of desired activities, and 14.4% referred to the refusal of the family.

39.5% of children stated that activities should be directed to develop child personality, 15.5% stated that it should be directed to develop the spiritual side, 13.5% stated that activities should be directed to entertainment and recreation and 9.8% to develop the cultural side.  

Cultural and Recreational Tools at Kindergartens and Schools

It is essential to have educating and recreational tools at kindergartens and schools so that they may carry out their role in developing the cultural interests of the children effectively and provide them with the right environment to carry out such activities.

Kindergartens’  Libraries

There is not much information about the libraries of kindergartens; however, in 1996/1997 data revealed that 99.0% of them have libraries. Furthermore, there are not many studies about the children’s use of such libraries and how they benefit from them. Furthermore, most kindergartens in the Palestinian Territory in the scholastic year 1996/1997 had libraries; 84.5% kindergarten libraries had less than 100 books and 2.2% of them contained 500 or more books. 

Despite availability of books (irrespective of the kind) in kindergartens, most do not have special rooms allocated for libraries. The books are placed on shelves in classrooms, at teachers’ rooms, or in the principal’s office. The books are not usually classified.

The statistics of the scholastic year 2003/2004 showed that 13.5% of the kindergartens in the Palestinian Territory have rooms allocated for libraries, of which 13.1% are in the West Bank and 14.8% in Gaza Strip. Kindergartens that have special rooms for libraries increased from 6.5% in the scholastic year 1996/1997 to 13.5% in the scholastic year 2003/2004. 

Schools’  Libraries

According to studies in 2000
, 37.4% of public school students visit the school library and 49.9% of students borrow books from them. Students usually borrow books once or twice a week, 61.8% of students find it easy to find information at libraries, 66.5% of students indicated that the books at the school library were not sufficient to fulfill their needs, 83.5% of students said they did not find time at school for optional reading, 56.6% of governmental schools students stated that the schools’ educational system does not encourage scientific research and 68.0% stated that there were no incentives to encourage students to read in schools. As for librarians, 87.6% of them stated that the number of classes allocated for them was not sufficient to activate the libraries.

Technological Means of Education and Entertainment at Schools


Technological means of education and entertainment at schools and kindergartens facilitate obtaining knowledge and culture. Such means, which are available at schools and kindergartens, include computers, TVs, VCRs, and cassette players.

In 2003/2004, 48.3% of kindergartens had computers, (49.0% in the West Bank and 45.9% in Gaza Strip). There has been an increase in computers of 62.4% during 1995/1996 through 2003/2004.  90.1% of schools have computers, the percentage increased from 30.2% in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 90.1% in the scholastic year 2004/2005.

Children Using Computers

Computer, Internet and Mobile Survey 2004 showed that 56.0% of children aged 10-17 are using computers, distributed as 56.4% among males and 55.5% among females; 62.0% among the West Bank children compared with 46.3% among Gaza Strip children. 

Data also showed that home is the place where computers are most frequently used, 45.7%, followed by school, 30.9%, friends’ homes, 7.7% and Internet cafes, 8.3%; 7.4% are using computers in other places. 50.2% of children who are using computers use them for entertainment and 35.6% of them use computers for learning purposes. Data showed that 18.8% of children aged 10-17 years know and use Internet, 36.8% know the internet and do not use it and 44.4% do not know anything about it.  25.3% of children using Internet stated that they use it for study, 22.5% using it for knowledge, 20.2% are using it for chatting, 17.8% using it for entertainment, and 14.2% for mail purposes. Internet is mostly used at home, 43.7%, followed by Internet cafes at 38.6% 
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71.5% of households who have children under 18 years do not have computers, 4.8% do not have TV sets, 28.6% do not have a satellite dish, and 90.7% do not have Internet at home





The number of kindergartens that have special rooms for libraries has doubled in 2003/2004 to reach 13.5% compared with 6.5% in 1996/1997











Availability of computers at schools increased from 30.2% in the scholastic year 1995/1996 to 90.1% in the scholastic year 2004/2005, an increase of 198%











56.0% of children aged 10-17 are using computers primarily for recreation and entertainment

















States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts.


(Child Rights Convention, Article 31-1)                        





States Parties shall respect and promote the right of the child to participate fully in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activity.             





                                                                                   (Child Rights Convention, Article 31-2)
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