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Chapter 3

Children’s Educational Reality


The educational sector is one of the most important sectors in the society, which gets governments’ special attention since it represents real investment in the future of the nations. Educational indicators are used to measure the government and society’s performance in providing suitable environment for children and youths’ right to education. 

Educating children occupied a high priority in many national, regional, and international conferences such as Jumetian Conference on Societal Education in 1990, Dakar Conference on Evaluating Education for all in 2000, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989, which is the most comprehensive convention in the world on human rights. Moreover, human rights conventions have all emphasized providing quality education to children and gave such matter high priority.

Articles 28 and 29 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulate that “State Parties shall make primary education compulsory and available free to all’ and that “education of the child shall be directed to the development of the child’s personality, talents, and mental and physical abilities to their fullest potential.” Therefore, joining school and receiving good quality education are main factors to achieving such goal. Moreover, four more Articles in the Convention on the Rights of the Child reinforce the comprehensive legal principles of the child’s education including Article 2, which stipulates that “State Parties shall respect and ensure the rights set forth in the present Convention to each child within their jurisdiction without discrimination of any kind,’ Article 3, which states, “The best interest of the child shall be a primary consideration,” Article 6 states, “That every child has the inherent right to life…survival and development,” and Article 12, which stipulates, “The child who is capable of forming his or her own views (has) the right to express those views freely.”

Such concern has had an unequivocal impact in bridging the educational gap between male and female students in basic and secondary education stages since both have recorded approximate comprehensive enrollment of basic school (from first grade to tenth grade.) Compulsory education has been expanded from six years to ten years and the new Palestinian curriculum reform  plans were gradually introduced for implementation during the scholastic years 2000- 2004. There has also been widening of educational facilities, which have reached areas where they were never before available. Despite the achievements in children’s education, we cannot underestimate the future challenges of the educational process. 

This Chapter deals with the state of children’s education in Palestine by comparing important educational indicators over the past five years. Such indicators include the basic components of the educational process including pupils, schools, teachers, and classrooms.

Students

At the outset of the scholastic year 2005/2006, the number of students enrolled in the basic and secondary stage was 1,078,488 students. Female students constitute around 49.8%.  Female percentage varies from one stage to another: in the basic education stage, females constitute 49.5%, compared with 52.1% in the secondary education stage.

In the scholastic year 2005/2006, 11.6% of all students were enrolled in the secondary education stage, and 88.4% are enrolled in the basic stage. 59.2% of all students were enrolled in the basic education stage in the West Bank and 40.8% were in Gaza Strip. As for students enrolled in the secondary education stage, this percentage amounted to 58.7% in the West Bank and 41.3% in Gaza Strip.

Data showed that 70.2% of total students were enrolled in governmental schools, 23.6% were enrolled in UNRWA schools, and 6.2% of them were enrolled in private schools. The relatively large number of refugee students in Gaza Strip made the educational task of UNRWA in Gaza Strip bigger than its task in the West Bank.
 

There was a steady increase in the numbers of school students during 1994/1995 and 2005/2006, whereas the percentage of increases in the basic and secondary education stage was 64.7%, distributed as 86.8% in Gaza Strip and 52.3% in the West Bank. 

Enrollment in Kindergartens

Kindergartens are run by the private sector with the exception of two kindergartens, which are run by the Ministry of Education. However, according to effective rules and regulations, kindergartens must be licensed by the Ministry of Education.

The number of children in kindergarten rose from 69,134 in scholastic year 1996/1997 to 73,119 in scholastic year 2004/2005, an increase of 5.8%. 

Net enrollment rate in kindergarten in 2004/2005 was 19.1%, distributed by 23.0% in the West Bank and 12.9% in Gaza Strip. Also it was 20.1% for males compared with 18.1% for females. 

Enrollment in Basic Education Stage

Students at basic stage increased from 572,529 in the scholastic year 1994/1995 to 953,621 in the scholastic year 2005/2006, an increase rate of 66.6%. Females and males constituted 49.7% and 50.3% respectively. 

 Female enrollment ratio in the basic education stage in the scholastic year 2005/2006 was 97.9 female students per 100 male students among basic school stage; it was 98.6 female students per 100 male students in the West Bank and 96.9 per 100 male students in Gaza Strip. 

Gross and net enrollment rate are indicators of internal sufficiency of the educational system since they reflect phenomena like older age, repetition, and drop out. The variations between the averages during the years 1995/1996-1999/2000 show that gross and net enrollment rate in the basic stage increased from 91.4% in 1995/1996 to 96.8% in 1999/2000, then started to decrease during the period of Al Aqsa intifada beginning in September 2000 to reach 92.1% by 2005/2006. distributed as 89.1% in West Bank and 96.9% in Gaza Strip. 

Figure (3-1): Gross Enrollment Rate in the Basic Stage by Region and Selected Scholastic Years 
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006. Primary Education Census Database. 2005/2006.                                                                 Ministry of Education and Higher Education. Ramallah- Palestine (Primary and unpolished data).

Figure (3-2): Net Enrollment Rate in the Basic Stage by Region and Selected Scholastic 

 Years 
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006. Primary Education Census Database. 2004/2005.                                                                 Ministry of Education and Higher Education. Ramallah- Palestine (Primary and unpolished data).

Secondary Stage Education


Students at secondary education stage increased from 45,339 in 1994/1995 to 124,867 students during the scholastic years 2005/2006, an increase of 175.4%. Female students constituted 52.1% of the total number students in the secondary stage in the scholastic year 2005/2006, compared with 45.5% in 1995/1996.

The gross enrollment rate in secondary school increased from one year to another; it increased for females from 43.0% in the scholastic year 1994/1995 to 80.4%, and for males from 48.8% to 71.4% in the scholastic year 2005/2006. Gross enrollment rate in secondary school in Gaza Strip is much higher than that of the West Bank at 81.2% in Gaza Strip and only 72.4% in the West Bank in 2005/2006.

Academic education is still more attractive than vocational education. The number of students enrolled in vocational high school reached 5,999 in the scholastic year 2005/2006 representing 4.8% of the total number of secondary school students. Female students constituted only 31.2% of vocational high school students. On the other hand, they constituted 53.1% of academic secondary school students. 

Figure (3-3): Gross Enrollment Rates in Secondary Schools by Region and Selected Scholastic Years 
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     Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2006. Primary Education Census Database.  

     2005/2006. Ministry of Education and Higher Education. Ramallah- Palestine (Primary and unpolished 

     data).

Figure (3-4): Net Enrollment Rates in Secondary Schools by Region and Selected Scholastic Years
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        Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 2005. Education Survey Database. 2004/2005. 

         Ministry of  Education and Higher Education. Ramallah-Palestine
Repetition

The percentage of repetition at basic stage in the scholastic year 2003/2004 in the Palestinian Territory was 1.5% for males and 1.3% for females, while at the secondary stage, the percentage was 1.4% for males and 0.6% for females.

Comparing percentages of repetition at basic and secondary stages of male and female students according to region in the scholastic year 2003/2004 revealed that there is no significant difference between Gaza Strip and the West Bank. The percentage of repetition in the basic stage was 1.2% for the West Bank and 1.7% for Gaza Strip, and for secondary stage was 1.1% in the West Bank compared with 0.9% for Gaza Strip . 

The percentages of repetition among male and female students at basic and secondary stages in the Palestinian Territory dropped significantly during the scholastic years 1994/1995-2003/2004. For instance, female students who failed during basic stage dropped from 4.4% in 1994/1995 to 1.3% in 2003/2004. At secondary stage, female students who failed dropped from 1.3% in 1994/1995 to 0.6% in 2003/2004.   

Caution should be exercised when examining the decrease in the percentages of repetition at school since the educational system has certain limitations to failing, such as students are allowed to repeat class twice and repetition starts at grade four. Also, repetition has been limited to 5% per class. 

Table (3-5): Repetition Rate in the Basic Stage by Region and Selected Scholastic Years 
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  Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. Education Census Databases.1995/1996, 1999/2000, 2004/2005. Ministry  of  Education and Higher Education. Ramallah-Palestine.
Table (3-6): Repetition Rate in the Secondary Stage by Region and Selected  Scholastic Years 
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     Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. Education Census Databases.1995/1996,             1999/2000, 2004/2005. Ministry  of  Education and Higher Education. Ramallah-Palestine.
 Drop-out Rates

The drop-out rate at the basic stage in the scholastic year 2003/2004 in the Palestinian Territory was 0.9% for male students and 0.6% for female students. At the secondary stage, the rates were 2.3% for males and 3.6% for females.

The drop-out rate among females at the secondary stage in 2003/2004 was 3.6%, distributed as 3.9% in the West Bank and 3.2% in Gaza Strip, while the rate at the basic stage was 0.6%,  distributed as 0.6% in the West bank and 0.5% in Gaza Strip. 

Table (3-7): Drop-out Rates in the Basic Stage by Region and Selected Scholastic Years 
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 Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. Education Census Databases.1995/1996, 1999/2000, 2004/2005. Ministry  of  Education and Higher Education. Ramallah-Palestine

Table (3-8): Drop-out Rates in the Secondary Stage by Region and Selected  Scholastic Years 
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 Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics.  Education Census Databases.1995/1996, 1999/2000, 2004/2005. Ministry  of  Education and Higher Education. Ramallah-Palestine.

Schools

The number of schools totaled 2,276 in 2005/2006: 1,536 basic stage and 740 secondary schools. 75.4% of schools are in the West Bank and 24.6% are in Gaza Strip. 

Governmental schools constituted 75.8% of schools in 2005/2006, UNRWA-run schools constituted 12.3%, and private schools constituted 11.9%.

The number of schools increased since the PNA took control over education in 1994. There has been an emphasis on increasing school capacity to accommodate more students. The number of basic schools in 2005/2006 was 1,536, whereas the number of schools in 1995/1996 was 1,098. The number of secondary schools in 2005/2006 was 740, whereas the number of schools in 1995/1996 was 372
.

Educational Environment

The educational environment is one of the major influences on the process of education. It is not only providing school buildings, offices, desks, and textbooks, but also creating a safe healthy environment. It also includes providing the right infrastructure such as electricity, heating, and health facilities since they all play a major role in providing the right educational climate and influence the results of the educational process. Building walls around schools is also important since they reduce the risks and threats of road accidents especially for urban schools where there is heavy movement of traffic. 

According to 2004/2005 data, most schools are connected to the electricity network and the public sewers system; however, heating is only available for 12.3% of students at governmental schools, for 9.5% of UNRWA school students and 56.0% of private school students. 

Classroom density (number of students per classroom) is a good indicator of having the right educational environment. The average number of students per classroom in the scholastic year 2005/2006 was 35.3 at basic stage and 31.4 at secondary stage.

Comparing classroom density according to region, it is noticed that the classroom density in basic schools is higher in Gaza Strip than in the West Bank (41.6 students per classroom in Gaza Strip and 31.9 students per classroom in the West Bank in 2005/2006). At the secondary stage, class density was 40.9 in Gaza Strip and 27.0 in the West Bank in 2005/2006. This signals that the educational environment concerning classroom density in Gaza Strip is worse than that of the West Bank. 

The case worsens at UNRWA schools where classroom density in the basic stage was 41.6 compared with 34.7 students at governmental schools. However, the figure for private schools was 24.3 students per classroom in 2005/2006 (UNRWA does not provide secondary stage education). 

Computer and Education


The availability of computers in schools and kindergartens is an indicator of having modern technical educational methods. Computers develop children’s knowledge and can improve the learning environment and assist in acquiring skills.

In the scholastic year 2004/2005, about 48.7% of kindergartens in the Palestinian Territory had computers, of which 51.3% were in the West Bank and 40.1% in Gaza Strip. The percentage of schools that have computers available in the Palestinian Territory increased from 30.2% in 1995/1996 to 90.1% in 2004/2005, distributed as 90.3 % in the West Bank and 89.6% in Gaza Strip, an increase of 198.3%.

The improvement in introducing computers to schools has been the result of a Ministry of Education policy and it has encouraged private schools to do the same. There are plans to introduce computers in all governmental schools.

Teachers

The number of teachers in schools reached 42,385 in the scholastic year 2005/2006 (19,520 male teachers and 22,865 female teachers). 

About 71.2% of teachers teach at governmental schools, 18.7% teach at UNRWA schools, 10.1% teach at private schools.

The number of students per teacher at governmental schools was 25.1 in 2005/2006; in UNRWA schools, the figure was 32.1, while in private schools it was 15.5 .

In 2004/2005 data indicated that 32.1% of teachers at basic and secondary schools have a associate diploma and 56.8% of them have a BA degree, 7.1% have both a BA degree and a diploma in education, 0.5% of teachers have post graduate diploma, 1.1% have a secondary school certificate, and 2.4% have a Masters degree or higher.
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Kindergartens are run by the private sector excluding two kindergartens, which are run by the Ministry of Education. One third of children aged 4-5 joined kindergartens in the scholastic year 2004/2005





The percentages of repetition among male and female students at basic and secondary stages in the Palestinian Territory have significantly improved during the scholastic years 1994/1995-2003/2004











Availability of computers at schools increased from 30.2% in 1995/1996 to 90.1% in 2004/2005





States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in particular:


A- Make elementary education compulsory and available free to all; 


B-Encourage the development of different forms of secondary education, make them available and accessible to every child, and take appropriate measures such as the introduction of free education and offering financial assistance in case of need. 


    


                                                            (Convention on the Rights of the Child,  Article 28-1)





Females and males drop-out rates at basic and secondary stages in the Palestinian Territory dropped significantly in the scholastic year 1994/1995-2003/2004





There were 108.8 female students per 100 male students in secondary stage in the scholastic year 2005/2006








� UNICEF, Education for All, 1999


� 76.8% of basic education stage in Gaza Strip enrolled in UNRWA schools while 23.2% in  basic education stage students in the West Bank enrolled in UNRWA schools during the scholastic year 2005/2006


� Including schools that have both basic education and secondary school education as well as secondary schools. 
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