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Preface
The availability of statistics on children in the world is better since the United Nations General Assembly meeting on Child Rights Convention, the objective is to provide a statistical database on the conditions of children and to measure the progress achieved to meet their needs, the United Nations reemphasized the concerns of the international community in children rights. The Convention, signed and approved by almost all member countries, constitutes a reference and an international legal framework for monitoring progress made in meeting child’s needs and requirements. The different countries translate their commitment to protect child rights through allocation of own  reports, The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics took on itself the task of providing the enabling atmosphere, as well as promote awareness among policy makers, planners, and other parties engaged in defending children rights and interested in bringing about sustainable and comprehensive developments for children.
The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics is pleased to introduce its ninth annual report on the demographic reality of the Palestinian child, as a part of the activities of the Child Statistics Program. This report is of a significant importance as it is issued after eleven years of PNA inception. We attempt through statistics to give specialists, concerned parties and decision makers an opportunity to identify the extent of progress we achieved as a PNA, local and international NGOs, and private sector in providing care, protection and development for our children in the Palestinian Territory.

The report presents available statistics on the socio-economic environment of the Palestinian child and sheds light on the immediate deficiencies and gaps in the child reality, especially in the fields of health, education, culture, recreation, poverty, and child labor. 

Developing the reality of the child status and commitment to enforce child rights can not be attained without the accumulation of the efforts of all parties interested in childhood. It is worthy to point that the database we are intending to construct is based-in terms of framework and content-on the nature of our own understanding of the monitoring role assigned to us by the principles of collective participation in defining work priorities. This effort is to be enhanced in coordination with Palestinian, regional and international institutions in a way that is in harmony with the tools used in measuring indicators pertinent to child rights, as adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations, and in a way that fulfills these requirements in light of the peculiarities of the Palestinian reality and the unique conditions of our children. 

The PCBS hopes that this report be utilized in planning, policy making and strategic decision-making on the child sector in Palestine. No doubt, the continuous flow of data on the main indicators about children is one of the basic pillars for monitoring changes in this regard. 

	April, 2006
	Luay Shabaneh
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