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Preface

The PCBS is responsible for making reliable demographic and social data available to  Palestinian officials and members of the public, including researchers.   Among the duties of the Bureau is the provision and analysis of demographic and social data pertaining to the Palestinian population both here and elsewhere.  A great deal of effort is being devoted at PCBS to institute a program on population and social statistics that provides such data.  There has been no Census in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip since 1967.  The available demographic data are, therefore, incomplete and lack credibility when checked for consistency as shown in a recent PCBS publication. In order to fulfill its responsibilities with regard to demographic information, the PCBS has conducted a fairly large demographic survey in the West Bank and Gaza Strip during April-July 1995.  This report presents detailed results on housing conditions of the Palestinian population from this study at the national level.

Initial Planning for this project began in early 1993, with backing from the PLO at that time.  The project has as its  main objective the provision of basic demographic indicators at both the national and district levels.  Other purposes of the project include:  Preparation of a master sample frame to be used for drawing household samples until the implementation of the population census; contribution to the institution building of PCBS, especially in the management of field operations; and testing instruments, procedures and instructions for use in  planning for the population and housing census.

This is an important study because it provides detailed demographic data on Palestinians residing in the West Bank and Gaza Strip according to international recommendations.   Specifically, the survey was designed to furnish, among other things, basic information on population structure, fertility, mortality, migration, marriage, education, and housing conditions, at both the national and district levels.   This survey is, therefore, the first of its kind in the Occupied Territory, and should provide concerned parties with data useful for designing public policies, and for undertaking research.

May, 1997
Dr. Hassan Abu-Libdeh
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Summary
1. Introduction:

Reliable and current population statistics are essential for policy programming and for social and economic planning at all levels.  There has been no census in the West Bank excluding Jerusalem (hereafter referred to as the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip since 1967.  As a result, existing demographic data on the Occupied Palestinian Territory remain incomplete and imprecise.                 

To improve the situation, the PCBS has decided to undertake a fairly large demographic survey.  The main purpose of this survey is to provide basic demographic estimates at both the national and district levels, filling important gaps in existing statistics and reducing uncertainties surrounding the utility of available data.  Specifically, the survey provides detailed data on the following topics:

 Population structure

 Female fertility

 Fertility preference

 Infant and child mortality

 Maternal and adult mortality

 Internal and international migration

 Marriage

 Family and household composition

 Educational characteristics

 Housing conditions.

This report contains detailed housing conditions data for the Palestinian population in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  The estimates are based on preliminary results from the Palestinian Demographic Survey, which was carried out from April 29, 1995 to July 23, 1995 by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in collaboration with the Institute for Applied Social Science (FAFO).

This report is the second one in the Demographic Survey Topical Reports Series (DSRS-TR).  In addition to the data and main results, the report provides a brief description of the survey methodology.  A more detailed description of the technical terms and procedures used in the survey is provided in the report, The Demographic Survey in the West Bank and Gaza Strip: Preliminary Report (PCBS 1996).

Since the data reported in this report are based on a sample survey and not on complete enumeration, they are subject to sampling variability.  This should be taken into account when comparing differences in the estimates, especially when the differences are small in magnitude.  It should also be mentioned that the results reported here are not inflated to reflect national totals.  This is due to the lack of recent census’ results, providing reliable population controls.

Related and Forthcoming Reports:

Preliminary national level data on housing conditions from the Demographic Survey were published in the Report, The Demographic Survey in the West Bank and Gaza Strip: Preliminary Report (PCBS 1996).  Districts-level data on housing conditions from the survey were provided in the District Report Series.

This Report is the second one in the Demographic Survey Topical Report Series (DSRS-TR).  It contains final results from the survey at both national and subnational (West Bank and Gaza strip) levels.  The results provided in this report cover the West Bank (including Jerusalem) and Gaza Strip population, and are therefore the most recent updated estimates compared to their counterparts in the previous reports.

Detailed results and descriptive analyses pertaining to housing conditions will be released in a forthcoming Analytic Report, which will be published jointly by PCBS and FAFO.

The PCBS will be pleased to provide special-purpose tabulations on various characteristics, not published here, upon request.

2. Definitions and Explanations:

Age:
The completed age in years of the person enumerated, which is the difference between the date of birth and the survey reference period.  The exact age is the time elapsed between the day of birth and a given day, including parts of a year. 



Electricity: 


Refers to the availability of electricity in housing unit, regardless of the source of electricity.



Flush Toilet:


An installation that is connected with piped water and from which the wastes are flushed by water. 

Head of Household: 
The person who usually lives with the household  and is recognized as head of household by its other members.  Often he/she is the main decision maker or responsible for financial support and welfare of the household at the time the survey is conducted.

 

Household:
One person or group of persons with or without a family relationship who live in the same dwelling unit, who share meals and make joint provisions for food and other essentials of living.

 

Household Membership:
Persons staying in the dwelling unit at the time of interview were considered members of the household if (1) the dwelling unit is their usual or only place of residence, or (2) a place of residence is maintained for  them here and elsewhere, but they spend most of their time in this residence.



Housing Density:


Refers to the average number of persons per room, and calculated by dividing the number of persons who live in the household by the total number of  rooms occupied by the members of the household.



Housing Unit:
A room or a number of rooms occupied or vacant and are used as a separate dwelling, provided that there is either:

(1)  Direct entrance from the outside or through a hall, or 

(2) Complete kitchen facilities used only by the unit’s                 inhabitants regardless of whether they are used or not. 

 

Marriage Duration:


The duration between the date of the actual marriage and the survey reference date, calculated in years.



Material of Construction:
This category refers to the construction material of the outer walls of the housing unit in which the household is located.  If the walls are constructed of one or more materials, the predominant material is usually indicated. 



Number of Households (n):


Sample size (wieghted).



Occupation:
Refers to the kind of work done by the employed persons, irrespective of their training or education.  Thus, the occupation refers to the tasks carried out by a person.  If the person had more than one occupation, the one in which he/she spent most of his/her time was accepted as his/her occupation.



Place of  Residence:
Place of residence was divided into cities, villages, and refugee camps.  All  localities with municipalities are considered cities; population outside municipal boundaries and camps are considered village population.



Reference Date:


The date referred to in calculating the vital rates and ages.  In this survey, it is 30/4/1995.

Rent :


The amount paid periodically (weekly, monthly, etc.) for the space occupied by the household. 



Room:


The dwelling unit or part of it surrounded with walls and has a ceiling provided that its area is not less than 4 square meters.  The balconies surrounded with glass are considered rooms; while  kitchens, bathrooms, other balconies, corridors, halls, and half rooms are not considered rooms.  Also, rooms used for work purposes such as a doctor’s room or a sewing room are not considered rooms in this survey.



Symbols Used in Tables:
-   : No observations



Tenure:
Tenure status indicates whether the household occupies the housing unit as owner or renter:

Owner occupants refer to household member who own the housing unit they occupy, including those who pay loan on a housing unit.
Tenants or renters are defined as occupants of the housing unit which is not their property.   



3.  Main Findings:

The Demographic Survey of the West Bank and Gaza Strip was carried out from April 29, 1995 to July 23, 1995.  In this survey, 15,735 households were successfully interviewed, which corresponds to 98.3% of those eligible in the sample.  In this section we present a summary of the main findings on housing conditions of the households from the survey. 

3.1  Housing Structure:

According to the survey results, about two third (66.0%) of the Palestinian households in the West Bank and Gaza Strip live in a single family house, with no difference between the two regions.  Perhaps not surprisingly, living in a single family house is less common in cities (55.6%), compared to villages (74.5%) or camps (71.1%).

3.2  Tenure:   

The vast majority (80.2%) of the Palestinian households live in houses that they own themselves, with no difference between the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  There is  variation in housing tenure by place of residence in the West Bank, but not in Gaza Strip.  Renting for cash is more common among the West Bank households (11.4%) than the Gaza Strip households (5.3%), and more in cities (17%), compared to villages  5.3%) or camps (2.8%).

3.3  Rent: 

The average monthly rent paid by households living in rented housing units was 68.4 Jordanian Dinar (JD), and it is higher in Gaza Strip (78.6 JD) than the West Bank (66.3 JD).  About one out of five households living in rented housing units pay a monthly rent of over 100 JD.   

3.4  Material of Construction:

Nearly all households in Gaza Strip live in houses built by cement and bricks,  compared to less than half (47.6%) of the households in the West Bank.  About 30% of the West Bank households live in housing units built by stone, and this material is more commonly used in cities (45.9%) than in villages (22.2%) or camps (2.0%) there.

3.5  Additions on Housing Unit:

About 19.0% of the Palestinian households have had additions made on housing units they occupy, with significant variations between the West Bank (20.5%) and Gaza Strip (13.8%).  There is also variations by place of residence, with additions to housing units is less prevalent among the city (13.1%) households,  compared to the camp (23.2%) or village (21.6%) households.  The difference by place of residence is especially noticeable in the West Bank.

3.6  Facilities in Housing Unit:

The survey data indicate that 81.1% of the households have access to tap water in the house. The majority of households in all places of residence have access to tap water, but the  percentage is relatively low among the village households (62.4%).  However, about 15.0% of households experience cut-off in the water supply once a week.
Public sewage is connected to 31.7% of the total households, 24.4% of the West Bank households, and 48.7% of the Gaza Strip households.   The difference between the two regions is mainly due to the nearly total lack (only 2.9%) of  public sewage among households in the West Bank villages.
Electricity is nearly universal, with 97.9% of the households being connected to the public grid.   This is not the case for telephones as only 22.7% of the households have a telephone, and even much less (12.0%) among the camp households.    

Very few (about 2.0%) households have central heating.  The highest percentage is in the West Bank cities where just about 5.0% of the households have it.

The majority (76.2) of households are equipped with a bathroom or shower.  It is more common in Gaza Strip (86.6%) than the West Bank (71.7%), and in cities (83.3%) than villages (65.3%) or camps (76.2%).

Variations by place of residence is also apparent in the availability of toilet facilities. While 58.0% of households in cities have a flush toilet, only about 29.0% of the camp households have it.  This pattern is evident in both the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

The percentage of households equipped with “sink with piped water” is relatively high (83.3%).  It is higher in cities (90.2%) than villages (74.5%) or camps (85.6%).

3.7  Durable Goods in Housing Unit:

With the exception of video (17.9%) and air conditioner (1.5%), the majority of Palestinian households have color television (64.9%), refrigerator (85.0%), cookstove (65.0%), and washing machine (71.8%).  The proportion of households possessing any of the items mentioned is higher in cities than in camps or villages.

3.8  Number of Rooms in Housing Unit:

There are 3.4 rooms per housing unit on average, with no differences between the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  However, the average number of rooms per housing unit in cities (3.6) is higher than in villages (3.3) or camps (3.2).

It is  rather interesting to compare these figures with the average number of persons per household (in total, about 7 persons per households).  While about 40.0% of households in Gaza Strip have 9 persons or more,  only 26.0% of households in the West Bank do so.
3.9  Housing Density:

Overall, the average number of  persons per room is 2.3  There is a noticeable difference between housing density by region, with 2.6 persons per room in Gaza Strip  and 2.2 persons per room in the West Bank.  Housing density in camps in both Gaza Strip and West Bank is higher than in cities, and it is the highest among the camp households of Gaza Strip (2.8 persons per room). 

About 28.0% of the households live in crowded conditions (3 or more  persons per room); it is even higher in Gaza Strip (34.8%) .      

4.  Methodology:

4.1  The Questionnaire:

The Demographic Survey questionnaire consists of seven parts:  Control sheet, household roster, household mortality schedule, housing conditions schedule, relatives abroad schedule, women’s schedule, and birth history.

The questionnaire was worded in colloquial Arabic.  Questions were written in full on the questionnaire and strict instructions were given to interviewers to read all questions verbatim during the interviews.

4.2  The Sample and the Frame:

The target population in this sample survey comprises all households living in West Bank and Gaza Strip, excluding institutional population and nomads.

The sample design adopted is a stratified three-stage design for selection of households to be surveyed.  At the first stage a sample of localities to be the Primary Sampling Units (PSUs), was selected.  The sample localities have been subdivided into cells of approximately equal size, and a number of cells were selected randomly from each of the sample localities at the second stage.  At the third and final stage, a sample of households was selected from the sample cells. The stratification is a subdivision of the PSUs according to district, administrative status of the locality, and estimated population size.  The PSUs were selected independently for each stratum, and with probability proportionate to estimated population size.

The planned sample size was 15,000 households.  However, due to the sampling frame imperfections which were envisaged, oversampling was carried out at a rate of approximately 30%.  

A detailed description of the sample design, response rates, variance calculation, and weighting is provided in the Preliminary Report.

4.3  Pilot Survey:

A pilot survey was designed for testing the questionnaire, field work procedures and instructions, data entry template and instructions, and the estimated costs.  The survey took place on February 1995 in the District of  Jenin and Ramallah .  A non representative sample of 160 housing units in rural, urban and camp areas were selected from these Districts for the pilot.  The survey results were thoroughly evaluated and no major changes in the plan were required.

4.4  Field Operations:

Data collection was carried out by 20 teams (16 in the West Bank and 6 in Gaza Strip)  of female interviewers between April 29,1995 and July 23,1995.  Each team consisted of 5 interviewers, a supervisor, a field editor, and a lister.  Teams were distributed to the different Districts according to sample allocation, ranging between 1-3 teams in each District.  

All field staff received a two-week training session combining general social science research interviewing with specialized training on the Demographic Survey instruments and procedures.  Great attention was given to training  in order to ensure that the survey is carried out under the same conditions throughout the country, providing consistency in definitions, understanding, and wording of the questions. 

Field work procedures and organization were designed to ensure adequate supervision and the collection of high quality data.  To this end, several quality control measures were used during fieldwork.

4.5  Data Processing:

A data entry template was designed to reflect an exact image of the questionnaire, using EPI-INFO (Version 6.02) supported with NAFITHA-Version 4.00 (Arabization program).  It included various electronic checks: logical checks, range checks, consisting checks and cross-validation.  Data entry was organized in a number of files, corresponding  to the main parts of the questionnaire.

Final tabulation of results was performed using the well known statistical package SPSS for Windows (version 6.0).

5.  Data Quality:

The estimates reported here are subject to both sampling errors and nonsampling errors.  Sampling errors are due to the sample design, and are, therefore, easily measurable.  The estimated sampling errors for selected demographic variables at the national level are provided in the Preliminary Report. 

Nonsampling errors can occur at the various stages of survey implementation and  are generally difficult to evaluate statistically.  They include errors resulting from nonresponse, sample frame coverage, coding and classification, data processing, and response (both respondent and interviewer related).  Nonsampling errors occur in every survey and this one is no exception.  The use of effective training and supervision and the careful design of questions as measures have direct bearing on the magnitude of bias resulting from nonsampling errors, and hence the quality of the resulting data.

The various checks performed on the survey data indicate the demographic data appear to be of very good quality.

