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Preface

The Israeli settlements activities in the Palestinian Territory constitute the most dangerous threats of the Israeli occupation, that hamper the establishment of a national Palestinian livable state in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.  By the guidance of the Israeli government, the majority of the Israeli organizations and institutions are working on the implementation of an organized program that aims to the expansion of settlements in the Palestinian Territories.  Indeed, the settlements network and it’s accompanied changes in the demographical and topographical aspects is considered as at rue obstacle to achieve a justice and fair solution of the Arab-Israeli conflict in it’s Palestinian track.

The Israeli-Jewish settlements movement don’t only affect the political and security stability in the Palestinian Territory; but, it destroys the social, economic, and environmental balance of the Palestinian society and Palestinian land.  This movement retards the development of the Palestinian society, pollute the Palestinian environment, play a significant role in controlling, destroying and cantonizing the Palestinian society and Territory. Moreover, using the Israeli settlements as military bases to launch there continued war, incursions and hostilities against Palestinian people. The effects of building Israeli settlements on Palestinian land have been devastating to Palestinian localities, which pay heavy price for the expansion of such settlements, and for the daily assaults of Israeli settlers which seen and heard by Israeli soldiers without taking any action against halting such assaults.

This report contains statistical data about the population, the social, economic, and geographic indicators of the Israeli Settlements. In addition, the report complies with the plan of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) and it is the outcome of the efforts of the Bureau to produce a series of statistical reports on Israeli violations against Palestinian people. Such series of statistical reports are aimed at creating the needed data to provide information on the situation of the Israeli settlements in the Palestinian Territory and to show the basic characteristics and factors in which they have an effect on the Palestinian society.

 

PCBS hopes that the main findings of this report will contribute to building a general frame about the situation of the Israeli settlements in the Palestinian Territory, in addition to providing reliable and useful statistics for Palestinian planners and decision-makers.
	April, 2004
	
	Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D.

President
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Executive Summary

Occupation Sites:

According to 2003 data, the number of occupation sites in the Palestinian Territory totaled 342, including 316 in the West Bank and 26 in Gaza Strip. The total number of formal settlements in the Palestinian Territory totaled 172 in 2003, including 155 in the West Bank and 17 in Gaza Strip.  The municipal area of occupied sites totaled 378,088 thousand square meters in 2001, the largest area was in Jerusalem Governorate at approximately 29% of the total municipal area of occupied sites in the West Bank. 

The Settlers Population:

Data indicate that the number of settlers in the Palestinian Territory in 2003 reached 429,160 settlers including 421,565 in the West Bank and 7,595 in Gaza Strip.  In demographic     terms, the percentage of settlers in the Palestinian Territory, according to 2003 data equaled 10. 3% of the total population of the Palestinian Territory with the highest percentage at Jerusalem Governorate at 36.8% (42.1% of J1-includes that part of Jerusalem, which was annexed forcefully by Israel following its occupation of the West Bank in 1967), 31.4% in Salfit District, and 21.2% in Qalqiliya Governorate. The lowest percentage was in Gaza Governorate, Deir Al-Balah Governorate, Rafah Governorate, and North Gaza Governorate   at 0.1%-0.6%.

Sources of Population Growth:

According to findings, the total growth in the number of settlers in the formal settlements in the Remaining West Bank (includes the West Bank except that part of Jerusalem which was forcefully annexed by Israel following its occupation of the West Bank in 1967, i.e. excluding J1) and Gaza Strip totaled 10,594 in 2003.  In 2002, the total growth was 11,900, the sources of growth were natural increase at 7,100 and total migration balance at 4,800. In 2001, on the other hand, the total growth in the same number reached 10,000. This indicator represents the numbers of newcomers minus the numbers of settlers moving out of the region.  The Remaining West Bank Data don’t include the formal settlements that were annexed by Israel.  

The Nature of Settling in the Palestinian Territory:

In 2003, the number of urban settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” totaled 23 distributed among population sectors as follows: 11 settlements with a population of 2,000-3,999 settlers; 3 settlements with a population of 4,000-5,999; 3 settlements with a population of 6,000-7,999; the rest lived in settlements of a population of 10,000-27,999 settlers. In Gaza Strip, on the other hand, there was one urban settlement with a population of 2,000-3,999 settlers.

The data of the same year pointed out that there were 50 formal rural settlements in the Palestinian Territory occupied by less than 300 settlers; 34 settlements occupied by 300-599 settlers; and the rest (42 settlements) were occupied by 600-1999 settlers. The population of Moshavs and Kibbutz lived in settlements with a population of less than 600 settlers.

Overwhelming Ideology:

The data in this section for the end of 2003:

The settlers’ population of rural settlements is distributed among 126 settlements, including 50 religious settlements with a population of 33,046 settlers, 40 secular settlements with a population of 10,453 settlers, and 14 mixed settlements with a population of 12,918 settlers.  There are no available data with respect to religious ideology of the remaining settlements.

According to data, the majority of settlers living in rural settlements in the following regions/governorates are religious: Tubas (962 settlers), Tulkarm (1,433 settlers), Nablus (5,805 settlers), Ramallah and Al-Bireh (9,528 settlers), Hebron (4,762 settlers), and (3,325 settlers) in the governorates of Gaza. 

Origins of Settlers:

The data of this section are of the annual average of settlers’ population of the formal settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” and Gaza Strip, excluding the settlements annexed to Israel in Ramallah and Al-Bireh and Hebron governorates.

The majority (or 78.8% of the total settlers’ population of the formal settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” and Gaza Strip in 2002), according to data, were born in Israel proper. They are distributed according to the total of population as follows: 44.5% born to fathers born in Israel proper, 16.9% of Euro-American origins, 8.8% of African origins, and 8.6% of Asian origins. 

Agricultural Land Areas:

The data of this section are of the lands belonging to the formal settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” and Gaza Strip, excluding the settlements annexed to Israel in Ramallah and Al-Bireh and Hebron governorates.

The total area of cultivated land of the formal settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” and Gaza Strip for the year 2001 is estimated at 39.9 thousand donums including 51.9% planted with fruit trees, 26.8% planted with vegetables, potatoes, and watermelons, 10.0% planted with field crops.

Chapter One

Introduction

During the ongoing years of occupation, the Israeli Authorities employed their gigantic potentials to change the facts on the ground through the establishment and expansion of the Israeli Settlements. Israeli measures continued in war and peace times, within a twofold strategy of construction of an Israeli society on the occupied land and devastation of the Palestinian society through the disassociation of the Palestinian communities and formation of cantons, as well as enforcement of strict control measures in violation of International Laws and Declaration of Human Rights.

The preparation and dissemination of documented and updated statistics related to Israeli settlements on Palestinian territory is extremely needed as a major tool for the decision– makers. 

PCBS has undertaken the provision of statistical data regarding Israeli settlements in the Palestinian Territory, in terms of the demographic features of the settlements in question. The collected data is a reference material for analytical studies dealing with the future prospects of the settlements’ communities. This will be an initial step for developing a comprehensive database with respect to the settlements issue, and eventually it will be an information tool in the hands of all those who are concerned, including strategic planners, decision-makers and researchers.

 

The main objective of this report is to provide statistical data on the following indicators: 

·  The number and area of the settlements. 

·  The demographic characteristics, including population, natural growth, total migration balance, total growth, percentage of annual growth, internal migration, number of live births, number of deaths, number of infants’ deaths, infant mortality rate, crude death rate, crude birth rate, total fertility rate, and labour force. 

· The geographic characteristics including agriculture, buildings and dwellings, roads, and the environment.  

· The Jewish population in Jerusalem Governorate (J1).

Chapter Two

Concepts and Definitions

	A Settlement:


	A special land allocated for civil or semi military Israeli colonization founded by the Israeli occupation on the occupied Palestinian Territory since 1967.

	
	

	Formal settlement:
	A settlement, which is considered by the Israeli occupation as legal settlement and meets locality conditions. The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics defines a locality as follows: 

       An inhabited place according to the following criteria:

          1. Mainly has 20 or more inhabitants.

          2. Self-ruled.

          3. Not included in the formal borders of another locality.

          4. Formally recognized.  

In addition to the settlements and Jewish neighborhoods; located in Jerusalem (J1). 



	Outpost:
	Civil or semi military building, which is not recognized by Israeli authority. However, the recognition would come later at the politically correct moment. Henceforth, an outpost may become a settlement or a military base.

	
	

	Occupation Site:
	Includes formal and informal settlements, outposts, military       settlements, semi-military settlements, agricultural settlements, and industrial areas. However, the concept does not include Israeli army bases.

	
	

	Yesha Council:
	A council that represents settlers in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip. Yesha is also the representing body of a number of regional councils.

	
	

	Regional Council:
	An administrative authority representing a number of settlements.

	
	

	Built –Up land:
	It refers to all areas of human activity within a settlement including built- up areas, service facilities, public parks, squares, and roads. It excludes any land that is planned for construction according to the master plan of the occupation site or confiscated land to be annexed later to the occupation site.

	
	

	Urban Settlement:     
	Has 2000 or more inhabitants.

	
	

	Rural Settlement:
	Has less than 2,000 inhabitants, also includes agricultural localities.

	
	

	Moshav:
	A rural settlement organized as a cooperative association, which has the right to agricultural farmland (as defined by the Israel Lands Administration). These settlements consist of family units, each of which is an independent economic entity. Part of the production and economic administration of the moshav is handled by the cooperative        association, and the residents determine the degree of cooperation.

	
	

	Collective Moshav:
	A collective rural settlement where production and marketing are cooperative and consumption is private.

	Kibbutz:
	A collective rural settlement with cooperative production, marketing, and consumption.

	
	

	Institutional Settlement:
	An institution, which has the characteristics of a settlement but is not within the administrative boundaries of another settlement.

	
	

	Communal Settlement:
	A settlement organized as a cooperative association, which has no right to farmland and its members determine the extents of its cooperative activities concerning production, consumption, municipal, and social activities.

	
	

	Other Rural Settlement:
	Has fewer than 2,000 inhabitants and not found in any type of the settlements above.

	
	

	Geographical Dispersion:


	This classification divides the Palestinian Territory into five areas     (strips); the first four areas located in the West Bank:  the eastern strip, the mountain strip, the western hills strip, and greater Jerusalem strip.  The Fifth one is Gaza Strip.

Each area includes settlements that share certain similarities in terms of topography, proximity to Palestinian communities and main                roads, economic infrastructure, the composition of the population, distance from the Green Line, and the like. 

The Eastern Strip:  includes the Jordan Valley area and the shores of the Dead Sea (outside the Green Line), as well as the eastern slopes of the mountain range that bisects the entire West Bank from north to south. 

The Mountain Strip:  the area on or adjacent to the peaks of the mountain range. This area is also known as the watershed line or the mountain-peak area. 

The Western Hills Strip:  includes the western slopes of the mountain range, and extends to the Green Line to the west.

Greater Jerusalem Strip:  this area extends across a wide radius around West Jerusalem. Although in purely geographical terms this area lies mainly in the Mountain Strip, it has unique characteristics that demand separate attention.

Gaza Strip:  this strip lies between Israel, Egypt, and Mediterranean Sea.

	
	

	Average altitude (Meters):
	The average height of land above the level of the Mediterranean Sea in relation to main population center.

	
	

	Annual Average Population:
	Until 1983 and from 1990 to 1993, Annual Average Population was calculated as the average of the population during a period of 12 months. From 1983 to 1989 and from 1994 onwards, the annual average population calculated as the average of the population at the beginning of year and the population at the end of year

	
	

	Continent/ Country of Origin:
	Is the place of birth for people born outside Israel and the place of birth for people whose father was born in Israel.

	
	

	Natural Increase:
	The Increasing (or decreasing) of population in a given year due to an increase (or decrease) of births against deaths.

	
	

	Growth Rate for Population:
	The rate at which a population is increasing (or decreasing) in a given year due to natural increase and net migration, expressed as a percentage of the base population.

	
	

	Live birth:
	A fetus that after being parted from its mother shows at least one sign of life.

	
	

	Infant Mortality Rate
	The number of Infant’s (less than one year of age) deaths per 1,000 live births during the year.

	
	

	Crude Death Rate:
	The number of deaths per 1,000 persons in a given year.

	
	

	Crude Birth Rate:
	The number of births per 1,000 persons in a given year.

	
	

	Age-Specific Fertility Rate:
	The number of births during a time period, (usually a year), occurring to women of a specific age group divided by the number of women in the population of the same age group.

	
	

	Total Fertility Rate:
	The average number of children that would be born alive to a woman (or group of women) during her life time if she were to pass through her childbearing (15-49) years conforming to the age specific fertility rates of a given years.  The sum of age specific fertility rates is multiplied by 5.

	
	

	The Civilian labour Force:
	All civilians aged 15 and over who were "employed" or "unemployed" in the “determinant week” according to the definitions given below.

	
	

	Employed Persons:
	Those aged 15 and over employed for at least one hour at any job, profit, or other remuneration, during the determinant week; all workers in  kibbutzim; family members who worked without pay 15 hours or more per week; persons staying in institutions who worked 15 hours a week or more.  

	
	

	Unemployed:

	Persons aged 15 and over who did not work at all during the determinant week (even for a single hour), and actively sought work during the four weeks preceding their enumeration in the survey by registering at the Labour Exchanges of the Employment Service, by personal or written application to an employer or by other ways, and would have been available to start work during the determinant week had suitable work been offered (“availability for work”).

	
	

	Determinant Week (Reference Week):
	Is the week ending on the Saturday preceding the enumerator's visit. 



	
	

	Industry (Economic Activity):
	Is the industry of the establishment or institution employing a particular person. Persons employed in kibbutzim were classified according to the industry in which they worked.

	
	

	Under Active Building:
	Buildings in the process of active building but as yet incomplete; excluding buildings whose building was halted a long time ago.

	
	

	Building Area:
	Includes the outer walls, balconies, and the built up area below the pillars.

	
	

	Dwelling:
	A room or combination of rooms, in permanent or temporary       structures, intended for dwelling purposes, including service rooms, and has a separate entrance on a road or from an area shared with other apartments in a building.

	
	

	Jerusalem (J1):
	Includes that part of Jerusalem, which was annexed forcefully by Israel following its occupation of the West Bank in 1967.  This part includes the following localities:  (Beit Hanina, Shu’fat Refugees Camp, Shu’fat, Al’ Isawiya, Sheikh Jarrah, Wadi Al – Joz, Bab Al-Sahira, As Suwwana,  At – Tur, Jerusalem “Al – Quds”), Ash – Shayyah, Ras Al-Amud, Silwan, Ath‑Thuri, Jabal Al – Mukabbir, As – Sawahira Al – Gharbiya, Beit Safafa, Sharafat, Sur Bahir, and Um Tuba). 

	
	

	Jerusalem (J2):


	Includes the remaining parts of the governorate, namely:  Rafat, Kufr A’qab, Mikhmas, Qalandya Refugees Camp, the Bedouin Community-Jaba’, Qalandya, Beit Duqqu, Jaba’, Al – Judeira, Beit Anan, Al-Jib, Bir Nabala, Biet Ijza, Al-Qubeiba, Khirbet         Um Al-Lahem, Biddu, An-Nabi Samu’eil, Hezma, Beit Hanina Al Tehta, Qatanna, Beit Surik, Beit Iksa, A’nata, The Bedouin Community–Al-khan Al – Ahmar, Az Za’eem, Al – Eizariya, Abu Deis, Al – Sawahreh Al – Sharqiyeh, Ash – Sheik Sa’d.

	
	

	Remaining West Bank:
	Includes the West Bank except that part of Jerusalem which was forcefully annexed by Israel following its occupation of the West Bank in 1967, i.e. excluding J1 area in Jerusalem governorate.   


Chapter Three

Main Findings
3.1 Occupation Sites:

According to 2003 data, the number of occupation sites in the Palestinian Territory totaled 342, including 316 in the West Bank and 26 in Gaza Strip. The total number of formal settlements in the Palestinian Territory totaled 172 in 2003, including 155 in the West Bank and 17 in Gaza Strip. 

Figure 1:  Number of Occupation Sites in the Palestinian

Territory, by Region and Type, 2003
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The municipal area of occupied sites totaled 378,088 thousand square meters in 2001, the largest area was in Jerusalem Governorate at approximately 29% of the total municipal area of occupied sites in the West Bank.

3.2 The Settlers Population:

Data indicate that the number of settlers in the Palestinian Territory in 2003 reached 429,160 settlers including 421,565 in the West Bank and 7,595 in Gaza Strip. 

Figure 2:  Number of Settlers in the Formal Settlements in the

Palestinian Territory, by Region, 2003
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In demographic terms, the percentage of settlers in the Palestinian Territory, according to 2003 data equaled 10.3% of the total persons living in the Palestinian Territory with the highest percentage at Jerusalem Governorate at 36.8% (42.1% of J1), 31.4% in Salfit   District, and 21.2% in Qalqiliya Governorate. The lowest percentage was in Gaza Governorate, Deir Al-Balah Governorate, Rafah Governorate, and North Gaza Governorate at 0.1%-0.6%.

3.3 Phases of Settlements Building:

The number of formal settlements increased between 1967 and 2003 from 1 settlement in 1967 to 172 in 2003. On May 20, 1972 (Israeli Census Day), the number of settlers in the “Remaining West Bank” and Gaza Strip did not exceed 1,500. The same number grew to 244,571 in 2003.

In Jerusalem(J1), the number of settlers totaled 11,221 by the end of 1972; however, the same number rose to 33,599 in 1977, and to 59,079 in 1981, and by the end of 2003, the same number increased to 184,589.

Settlers in the Palestinian Territory increase their number to 34 times during the period 1972-2003.  In comparison, the Jews in Palestine and the Arab Occupied Territory increase their number 31.2 times during the period 1931-2003. 

Figure 3:  Number of Settlers in the Formal Settlements in the
Remaining West Bank(1) and Gaza Strip, 1976-2003
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          (1) Data don’t include the formal settlements that were annexed by Israel.

3.4 Sources of Population Growth:

According to findings, the total growth in the number of settlers in the formal settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” and Gaza Strip totaled 10,594 in 2003.  In 2002, on the other hand, the total growth in the same number reached 11,900. The sources of growth were natural increase at 7,100 and total migration balance at 4,800.  In 2001, on the other hand, the total growth in the same number reached 10,000.  This indicator represents the numbers of newcomers minus the numbers of settlers moving out of the region. The Remaining West Bank Data don’t include the formal settlements that were annexed by Israel.  

Figure 4:  Sources of Population Growth in the Formal Settlements

in the Remaining West Bank(1) and Gaza Strip, by Year, 1989-2002
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   (1) Data don’t include the formal settlements that were annexed by Israel.
3.5 The Nature of Settling in the Palestinian Territory:

In 2003, the number of urban settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” totaled 23 distributed among population sectors as follows: 11 settlements with a population of 2,000-3,999 settlers; 3 settlements with a population of 4,000-5,999; 3 settlements with a population of 6,000-7,999; the rest lived in settlements of a population of 10,000-27,999 settlers. In Gaza Strip, on the other hand, there was one urban settlement with a population of 2,000-3,999 settlers.

The data of the same year pointed out that there were 50 formal rural settlements in the Palestinian Territory occupied by less than 300 settlers; 34 settlements occupied by 300-599 settlers; and the rest (42 settlements) were occupied by 600-1999 settlers. The population of Moshavs and Kibbutz lived in settlements with a population of less than 600 settlers.

Figure 5:  Percentage of Settlers Population in the Palestinian

Territory in the Formal Settlements, by Type of Settlement, 2003
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3.6 Regional Councils:

The regional councils are administrative authorities encompassing a number of settlements. Such councils are represented by Yesha, which is a high council representing the settlers in the “Remaining West Bank”  and Gaza Strip. However, Yesha does not represent J1 or the other formal settlements annexed to Israel. 

The following data are for the end of 2003: There are 7 regional councils in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip:

· Shomeron: The number of formal settlements represented by this regional council totaled 38 with a population of 63,812 settlers;

· Arfot Ha’ Yardin (the Jordan Valley): The number of formal settlements represented by this regional council totaled 19 with a population of 4,550 settlers;

· Matte Binyamin: This council represents 32 formal settlements with a population of 103,077 settlers;

· Megilliot: The number of formal settlements represented by this regional council totaled 5 with a population of 780 settlers;

· Gosh Ezyon: This council represents 16 formal settlements with a population of 39,865 settlers;

· Har Hevron (Mount Hebron): This council represents 14 formal settlements with a population of 11,078 settlers;

· Hof Aza (Gaza Coast): This council represents 17 formal settlements with a population of 7,595 settlers.

Figure 6:  Percentage of Settlers Population in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip in the Formal Settlements, by Regional Council and Type of Settlement, 2003
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3.7 Geographical Dispersion: 

Eastern Strip: 

This strip, at the end of 2003, includes 28 formal settlements distributed as follows: 7 settlements in Tubas District, 2 in Nablus Governorate, 16 in Jericho Governorate, 1 in Jerusalem Governorate (J2), and 2 in Bethlehem.

Mountain Strip: 

This strip, at the end of 2003, includes 35 formal settlements distributed as follows: 3 settlements in Jenin Governorate, 9 in Nablus Governorate, 1 in Salfit, 1 in Qalqiliya, 6 in Ramallah and Al-Bireh Governorate, 3 in Bethlehem Governorate, and 12 in Hebron Governorate.

Western Hills Strip: 

This strip, at the end of 2003, includes 49 formal settlements distributed as follows: 5 settlements in Jenin, 3 in Tulkarm, 1 in Nablus, 6 in Qalqiliya, 11 in Salfit, 18 in Ramallah and Al-Bireh, and 5 in Hebron.

Greater Jerusalem Strip:

This strip, at the end of 2003, includes 43 formal settlements distributed as follows: 31 settlements in Jerusalem Governorate, including 22 Jewish settlements (neighborhoods) in   J1, 1 in Ramallah and Al-Bireh, 1 in Jericho, 8 in Bethlehem, and 2 in Hebron.

Gaza Strip:

Gaza Strip, at the end of 2003, has 17 formal settlements distributed as follows: 3 in North Gaza, 4 in Rafah, 8 in Khan Younis, 1 in Gaza, and 1 in Deir Al-Balah.

Figure 7: Percentage of Settlers Population in the Palestinian Territory in the

Formal Settlements, by Geographical Dispersion, 2003
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3.8 Overwhelming Ideology:

The data in this section are for the end of 2003:

The settlers’ population of rural settlements is distributed among 126 settlements, including 50 religious settlements with a population of 33,046 settlers, 40 secular settlements with a population of 10,453 settlers, and 14 mixed settlements with a population of 12,918 settlers.  There are no available data with respect to religious ideology of the remaining settlements.

According to data, the majority of settlers living in rural settlements in the following regions/governorates are religious: Tubas (962 settlers), Tulkarm (1,433 settlers), Nablus (5,805 settlers), Ramallah and Al-Bireh (9,528 settlers), Hebron (4,762 settlers), and (3,325 settlers) in the governorates of Gaza. 

3.9 Organizational Affiliation:

This division applies to formal rural settlements. The data are of 2003 unless otherwise indicated:

The majority of settlers living in formal rural settlements are affiliated with Amana Movement (33,626 settlers living in 46 settlements). Such settlements are spread in most Palestinian governorates excluding Tubas, Qalqiliya, and Khan Younis.

According to data, the majority of rural communal settlements populations are affiliated with 5 institutions: Amana Movement (42 settlements), Herut (8 settlements), HaP’oel HaMizrahi (6 settlements), Mishqe HaOved HaLe’umi-National Labour Office-, and the Merkas Hakhaqlai–the Agricultural Center- (3 settlements each).

Kibbutz institutional affiliation is limited to two movements: The United Kibbutz Movement  (6 settlements) and HaQibbuz HaDati -the Religious Kibbutz- (3 settlements). 

3.10 Origins of Settlers:

The data of this section are of the annual average of settlers’ population of the formal settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” and Gaza Strip, excluding the settlements annexed to Israel in Ramallah and Al-Bireh and Hebron governorates.

The majority (or 78.8% of the total settlers’ population of the formal settlements in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip in 2002), according to data, were born in Israel proper. They are distributed according to the total of population as follows: 44.5% born to fathers born in Israel proper, 16.9% of Euro-American origins, 8.8% of African origins, and 8.6% of Asian origins. 

Figure 8: Percentage of Settlers in the Formal Settlements in the Remaining 

West Bank(1) and Gaza Strip, by Place of Birth and Origin, (Average 2002)
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                  (1) Data don’t include the formal settlements that were annexed by Israel.

3.11 Vital Indicators:

The data are of the settlers’ population of the formal settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” and Gaza Strip, excluding the settlements annexed to Israel in Ramallah and Al-Bireh and Hebron governorates. 

Live births to settlers’ population of the formal settlements in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip in 2002, according to data, totaled 7,503; number of deaths reached 391, and number of infant deaths reached 20. The infant mortality rate reached 3.9 per 1,000 live births. The crude death rate totaled 1.8 per 1,000 populations. The crude birth rate totaled 35 per 1,000 populations. The total fertility rate reached 4.58.

3.12 The Labour Force:

The data are of the settlers’ population of formal settlements in the “Remaining West      Bank” and Gaza Strip, excluding the settlements annexed to Israel in Ramallah and Al-Bireh and Hebron governorates.

According to results, the unemployment rate among the settlers’ population of the formal settlements in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip decrease to 6.4 in 2002, (6.1 for males and 6.6 for females). While unemployment rate  among settlers’ rose in 2001 to 8.5 compared to the two previous years including 9.4 for males and 7.7 for females. On the other hand, the unemployment rate of 2000 and 1999 totaled 5.9 for both years.

Figure 9:  Number of Employed Settlers (Thousands) in the Formal

Settlements in the Remaining West  Bank(1) and Gaza by Year,  1996-2002
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       (1) Data don’t include the formal settlements that were annexed by Israel.
3.13 Agricultural Land Areas:

The agriculture lands are of the lands belonging to the formal settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” and Gaza Strip, excluding the settlements annexed to Israel in Ramallah and    Al-Bireh and Hebron governorates.

The total area of cultivated land of the formal settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” and Gaza Strip for the year 2001 is estimated at 39.9 thousand donums including 51.9% planted with fruit trees, 26.8% planted with vegetables, potatoes, and watermelons, 10.0% planted with field crops.

3.14 Buildings and Dwellings:

The data are of the formal settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” and Gaza                Strip, excluding the settlements annexed to Israel in Ramallah and Al-Bireh and Hebron governorates.

According to results, 61.1% of completed but non-residential buildings in the formal settlements in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip in 2002 were used as public buildings, 19.4% were used as manufacturing and crafts purposes, 19.4% were used as hotels and commercial buildings. 43.8% of building begun were used as public buildings, 22.9% were used for manufacturing and crafts purposes, 31.3% were used as non-residential farm buildings, and 2.1% were used as hotels and commercial buildings. The area of buildings under construction was, according to results, as follows: 61.8% were used as public buildings, 15.8% were used manufacturing and crafts purposes, 19.7% were used as agricultural unpopulated premises, and 2.6% were used as hotels and commercial buildings.

3.15 Solid Waste:

The data are of the formal settlements in the “Remaining West Bank” and Gaza                Strip, excluding the settlements annexed to Israel in Ramallah and Al-Bireh and Hebron governorates.

The average daily produce of solid waste of the formal settlements in the Remaining West Bank in 2002, according to results, totaled 240 tons compared with 22 tons of solid waste produced by the Israeli settlements of Gaza Strip. The average daily production of solid waste of an individual settler in the Remaining West Bank totaled 1.19 kilogram compared with 3.11 kilogram produced by an individual settler in Gaza Strip. The total amount of solid waste produced by Israeli settlements in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip reached 95,513 tons including 87,617 tons for the settlements of the Remaining West Bank and 7,896 tons for the settlements of Gaza Strip.
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