[image: image1.png]



Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Demographic and Social Consequences of the

Separation Barrier on the West Bank

April, 2004
( April, 2004

All rights reserved.

Suggested Citation:

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2004. Demographic and Social Consequences of the Separation Barrier on the West Bank, Ramallah- Palestine

All correspondence should be directed to:

Dissemination and Documentation Department\Division of user services

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics. 

P.O. Box 1647, Ramallah - Palestine.

	Tel: (972/970) 2 240 6340
	Fax: (972/970) 2 240 6343 

	E-mail: diwan@pcbs.pna.org
	Web-site: http://www.pcbs.org 


Acknowledgment

This report was prepared by Helge Brunborg through a financial support made available by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).  
In his work Dr. Brunborg has benefited greatly from advice and support of PCBS technical staff, Ms. Inaya Zidan, Youssef Falah, Abdallah Najjar, Essam Al Khatib and Qais Hasiba. The report also utilized the valuable information provided by representatives of relevant ministries and institutions.

Financial support for printing this report is being provided by the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) and the Core Funding Group (CFG) represented by The Representative Office of Norway to the PNA; The Representative Office of Netherlands to PNA; Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC); UK Department for International Development (DFID); The European Commission (EC); and The World Bank (WB).

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics would like to express its gratitude to all those involved in the actual materialization of this report.
Preface
The Israeli authorities decided to erect a barrier (wall) along the entire West Bank borders with Israel to limit Palestinian movement alongside the borders and into Israel and to provide maximum Israeli control over Palestinian lands on the West Bank side of the “Green Line”.  The wall affects not only those Palestinians living directly on both sides of its path, but also the already stagnated socioeconomic conditions of many other communities in western part of the West bank at large.

Past experience indicates that Israel takes advantage of its ability to restrict Palestinian movement in the Occupied Territory to accomplish forbidden objectives and is driven by considerations unrelated to its security. The restrictions on movement gravely harms the thousands of Palestinians who will have difficulty going to their fields and marketing their produce in other areas of the West Bank. 

Among other effects of the wall, population mobility along and across the wall are expected to lead to certain difficulties at the short run, and to changes in the demographic structure of the communities where the wall passes through at the medium and long run.  Therefore, PCBS made all possible efforts to monitor the impact of the wall on population dynamics as well as socioeconomic conditions of affected households and local economy to provide regular data flow on socioeconomic developments alongside the wide area surrounding the Wall will to enable the Palestinian National Authority and the international community to respond very early and appropriately to the needs of the affected population.  

Within this framework, PCBS conducted a household survey in the localities were the wall passes through, in which this report is an attempt to provide some more analytical view for the insights of the finding of the mentioned survey.  The report presents a descriptive analysis on the impact of separation wall on population mobility and household structure.

We hope that the findings of this report provides more policy oriented analysis for the Palestinian policy makers and international community concerned.  

	April, 2004
	Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D.

President
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Executive Summary

Despite the fact that the expansion and annexation wall is not yet completed and it is too early to observe many of the social implications of it, and the fact that some of the effects will take time to become manifest as migration, the households will first have to learn how it is to live with the new situation caused by the wall, and then find coping mechanisms.  

Only if it become too difficult to handle the problems caused by the wall will they consider drastic changes such as migrating to another locality or country, if they are able to do so.  There may perhaps also be some changes in the social and commercial infrastructure, which may alleviate some of the problems. New shops may be established and some new schools and health centres may perhaps be built. Thus, some implications will only be visible after a long time, perhaps a year or more, such as income from agriculture, whereas other implications will be almost immediate, such as movement restrictions and difficulties in accessing social services, and then perhaps wane. All this complicates the ability to observe the effects of the wall on the society.  But it highlights the need to have a good and flexible program for monitoring various aspects of the wall, which PCBS has already embarked upon. 

This research highlighted a number of impacts of the wall on the well-being of the Palestinian population, particularly loss of land, jobs and income, in addition to serious restrictions on movement and social relations suffering.  This wall led also to reduced access to services and it was concluded the need of emergency health including deliveries suffering.  The wall negatively impacted the educational quality, which may gradually deteriorate as a result of new situation and measures.  It was also concluded that people living west of the wall are affected much more than on the east

Some of the effects of the wall that cannot yet be measured or are difficult to observe are:

· Migration
· Household composition

· Gender roles

· Health conditions

· Quality and amount of education
· Effects on gender roles due to greater responsibilities of women in split families and more women students living alone

The separation barrier is still at an early stage and not completed, yet there are already clear negative effects on social and economic conditions. These negative effects are expected to intensify as it continues to be built. 

