Standard International Trade Classification

Classification Name in Arabic: التصنيف الموحد للتجارة الدولية (التنقيح الرابع)
Classification Name in English: Standard International Trade Classification, Rev.4
Abbreviation of Classification Name: SITC Rev.4
Edition and Publishing Year /adoption: 2012
A glimpse on Classification
Although the need to increase portability of statistics on international trade in goods compared to what has been in place since a very long time, even in the thirties of the last century, there had been no concrete developments on solving that problem. In 1938, the United Nations published a report of its' affiliated Committee of Statisticians Experts, a short- listed commodity for the purposes of international trade statistics. This list was based on the revision of 1937 on the Nomenclature project prepared by the United Nations.
The first version of the classification was issued in 1960, followed by the second revision in 1975 that issued due to changes and developments in the market of international trade .After that, as a result of issuance of the first version of the Harmonized Commodity and Coding System, there was a need to revise the third revision of SITC, which was released in 1985, and adopted by PCBS so far. 
In 2004, the Statistics Division of the United Nations began preparation of SITC, Revision4. The revision process was coordinated with the HS0. SITC, Revision 4, basic headings are defined in terms of HS07 subheadings. A new SITC, Revision 4, basic heading was Introduced if several new HS subheadings could be grouped in an economically meaningful way,  also two hundred thirty-eight basic headings of SITC, Revision 3, were deleted and 87 new basic headings have been added to the fourth version of the SITC.
Structural classification:
The classification consists of ten sections starting from  section "0" that refers to food and live animals and ends with section 9 which refers to commodities and transactions notclassified elsewhere, the classification also  includes "67" divisions distributed to the ten sections. Each division was divided into groups, the total number of groups is "262", and each group is divided into sub-groups, with “1023” subgroups, also this classification contains "2970" basic headings.
Uses of the Classification:
PCBS  is currently depends on the Harmonized Commodity and Coding System (HS) for the purposes of foreign trade statistics, but sometimes (SITC) is referred to response to public requests using the correspondence tables between the two classifications.
Name of the corresponding International Standard Classification (if any (:
Standard international trade classification SITC 4
Link International Standard Classification scenes on the Internet: https://unstats.un.org/unsd/publication/SeriesM/SeriesM_34rev4E.pdf
Date of commencement of the use of the current version: 2014
Previous local versions of Category: SITC 3 was used in PCBS since 1995 up to 2013
