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Preface

Development and social planning of the Palestinian Territory requires a set of indicators,
mainly on population and demographic characteristics including, most significantly, marriage
and divorce data. Henceforth, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) prepared
this comparative study on marriage and divorce in the Palestinian Territory. The
Administrative Records of the Shari’a Courts (religious courts operating for Muslims) and
churches in the West Bank and Gaza Strip provided the marriage and divorce data of the
study. However, a project on compiling data on marriage and divorce started in 1996 aiming
mainly at providing much needed complete marriage and divorce database for the Palestinian
Territory.

The study focuses on the marriage and divorce data between 1996 and 2001; we hope that it
would succeed in contributing to providing necessary studies with respect to marriage and
divorce in the Palestinian Territory. We also hope that the study would provide planners and
decision-makers with the information necessary for population and social policies.

January, 2003 Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D
President
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Chapter One

Introduction

Data of Vital Statistics (births, deaths, marriages, and divorces) are key elements to the
demographic and social changes. They constitute priority among PCBS’ population statistics
in compliance with the master plan of official Palestinian statistics. Vital Statistics are also
part of PCBS’ plan to provide data on the various indicators about the Palestinian society,
henceforth, creating database necessary for planners, decision-makers, and development of
the society.

Objectives of the study:

The study aims at comparing and analyzing available marriage and divorce data of the
Palestinian Territory between 1996 and 2001 with special focus on 2001, to be utilized for
national policies and planning purposes and to convey knowledge of the size of marriage and
divorce in the Palestinian society between 1996 and 2001. Additionally, the study provides
comprehensive data on marriages and divorces by region, governorate, age, month, marital
status, median age at first marriage, and other indicators. Moreover, the study reveals the
extent of the widespread cases of early marriage, divorce, and divorces of early marriages.
Finally, the study recapitulates recommendations with regard to its subject.

Structure of the study:

The study constitutes of a Foreword and five Chapters. Chapter One presents a general
overview of the study. Chapter Two presents the study’s concepts and definitions. Chapter
Three discusses marriage in the Palestinian Territory and compares data of registered
marriages at Shari’a courts and Churches between 1996 to 2001. The data comparison is by
region, governorate, age, sex, month, spouse’s age, education; crude marriage rate by
governorate compared rates with certain Arab states, median age at first marriage by sex and
governorate, median age at first marriage by education, sex, and region. On the other hand,
Chapter Four discusses divorce in the Palestinian Territory and compares numbers of
registered divorces at Shari’a courts by region, governorate, month, age, sex, age of divorce
and divorcee, duration of marriage, education of divorce and divorcee, and crude divorce rate
by governorate compared with certain Arab states. Chapter Five sums up the study’s results
and recommendations.
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Marital Status:

Educational
Attainment:

Chapter Two

Concepts and Definitions

The status of those 14 years old and over in terms of marriage
traditions and laws in the country. It might be one of the following:

Single: An individual 14 years old and over who was never married
at all according to the existing legal norms.

Married: The individual 14 years old and over is married according
to the existing legal norms.

Divorced: The individual 14 years old and over who was married
according to the existing legal norms, but his/her marriage was
revoked by a legally registered divorce, and he/she was not married
again.

Widowed: The individual 14 years old and over who was married
according to the existing legal norms, but his/her marriage was
revoked because of the death of the partner, and he/she was not
married again.

It refers to the highest successfully completed educational attainment
level. The educational level for persons aged 10 years and over is
classified as follows:

Illiterate: It applies to persons unable to read or write in any
language and who were never awarded a certificate from any formal
education system.

Can Read and Write: It applies to those who can read and write
without completing any of the educational stages. Such persons are
generally able to read and write simple sentences.

Qualification (The highest Successfully Completed Educational
Attainment): It refers to the highest educational attainment level
(elementary and higher) the person successfully completed;
Elementary is the educational level for person who successfully
completed the sixth elementary grade. Those who successfully
completed the ninth grade shall be classified under the preparatory
level. Likewise, persons who successfully completed the general
secondary certificate examination shall be classified under secondary
level. As for the rest of levels, they are as follows: Associate
Diploma, Bachelor Degree (BA,BSC) Higher Diploma, Master
Degree (MA, MSc), Doctorate (Ph.D.).

Crude Marriage Rate The number of marriages per 1000 population in mid year.

(CMR):

Crude Divorce Rate The number of divorces per 1000 population in mid year.

(CDR):

13



Duration of Marriage
(for divorces):

Age at Marriage:

Median Age at First
Marriage:

Age-Specific Marriage
Rate:

Age-Specific  Divorce
Rate:

Eligible for Marriage:

Eligible for Divorce:

The duration between the date of marriage and the date of divorce,
calculated in complete years.

It is the differences between the date of Birth and the date of marriage
in completed years.

The age dividing individuals into two categories, either married
before it or married after it

Number of marriages in specified age group per 1000 person in that
group who are eligible for marriage.

Number of divorces in specified age group per 1000 person in that
group who are eligible for divorce.

The individual 14 years old and over there marital Status are (single,
divorce, widowed) and married males.

The individual 14 years old and over there marital Status is married
only.
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Chapter Three
Marriage in the Palestinian Territory

Marriage is known as the union of man and woman as husband and wife. It has been
customary in all religions and civilizations. Marriage is the key to family formation
especially among societies that forbid having children out of wedlock, such as Arab societies.
The percentage of married women determines the fertility rates. Also, age at marriage and the
number of years spent in matrimony decide the period during which a female can reproduce.
Studying marriage is significant because it monitors the changes in marriage trends and
subsequently their social, economic, and health impacts; moreover, marriage is the most
influential factor in reproduction patterns.

The study presents the main characteristics of marriage trends and determinants as well as
marriage and divorce in the Palestinian Territory between 1996 and 2001. It is part of PCBS’
plan to provide data on the various indicators in the Palestinian society, henceforth, creating
database helps planners and decision-makers in drawing policies and building up plans and
programs for development of the society.

3.1 Marriages by region and year:

The time series of the number of marriages between 1996 and 2001 indicate a gradual rise in
the number of marriages up to 1999. However, such number dropped in 2000 compared with
the previous year due to the outbreak of the Al Agsa Intifada (the number of marriages
dropped in the 4™ quarter of 2000 compared with the same period of 1999). Nevertheless, the
registered marriages in the Palestinian Territory 2001 started to pick up again to reach 24,635
at an increase of 3.1% compared with 2000 and a decrease of 1.0% compared with 1999. The
number of registered marriages 2001 totaled 14,483 in the West Bank (or 58.8% of the
registered marriages in the Palestinian Territory) at a 2.6% drop compared with 2000 figures
and 10% drop compared with 1999. On the other hand, in Gaza Strip, the number of
registered marriages totaled 10,152 in 2001 (or 41.2% of the registered marriages in the
Palestinian Territory) at an increase of 12.5% compared with 2000 and 15.7% compared with
1999.

Table 1: Registered Marriages at the Shari’a Courts and Churches
in the Palestinian Territory by Region, (1996-2001)

Year
Region
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Palestinian Territory 20,736 23,492 24,400 24,874 23,890 24,635
West Bank 13,613 15,883 16,285 16,099 14,867 14,483
Gaza Strip 7,123 7,609 8,115 8,775 9,023 10,152

3.2 Marriages by governorate:

Figure (1) shows the percentage distribution of the registered marriages in the Palestinian
Territory by governorate and population in 2001. According to results, Hebron Governorate
has the highest number of registered marriages in the West Bank, which totaled 3,244 or
13.2% of the registered marriages in the Palestinian Territory (Hebron Governorate had
13.9% of the population in the Palestinian Territory in mid 2001). Jericho Governorate,
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which is the smallest in the West Bank and has 1.1% of the population, has the lowest number
of registered marriages of 221 (0.9% of the registered marriages in the Palestinian Territory).
Gaza Strip’s results, however, show that Gaza Governorate, which had 12.9% of the
population in the Palestinian Territory in mid 2001, has the highest number of marriages of
3,662 (14.9%). Rafah Governorate, which is the smallest in Gaza Strip and had 4.3% of the
population in mid 2001, has the lowest number of registered marriages of 1,201 (4.9% of the
registered marriages in the Palestinian Territory).

Figure 1: Percentage Distribution of Population and Registered Marriages in the
Palestinian Territory by Governorate, 2001
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Table (2) shows that Hebron Governorate registered the highest number of marriages in the
Palestinian Territory between 1996 and 2001 that totaled 13.9%. Gaza Governorate came
second with 12.8% and Ramallah and Al -Bireh Governorate came third with 9.8%. On the
other hand, Tubas and Salfit districts and Jericho Governorate had the lowest number of
registered marriages in the Palestinian Territory between 1996 and 2001 at 0.9%, 1.6%, and
2% respectively.
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Table 2: Registered Marriages at the Shari’a Courts and Churches in the Palestinian

Territory by Governorate, (1996-2001)

Year
Governorate/district
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Palestinian Territory 20,736 23,492 24,400 24,874 23,890 24,635
West Bank

Jenin 1,778 1,833 1,856 1,916 1,830 1,693
Tubas district 344 380 422 416 375 334
Tulkarm 1,031 1,194 1,172 1,231 1,078 1,026
Qalgiliya 484 561 551 563 543 441
Salfit district 425 510 513 522 452 471
Nablus 2,144 2,340 2,352 2,342 2,164 1,919
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 1,673 1,819 1,982 2,008 1,727 1,653
Jerusalem 1,728 2,489 2,420 2,482 2,330 2,525
Jericho 172 219 235 241 245 221
Bethlehem 1,026 1,122 990 933 1,042 956
Hebron 2,808 3,416 3,792 3,445 3,081 3,244
Total 13,613 15,883 16,285 16,099 14,867 14,483
Gaza Strip

North Gaza 1,174 1,306 1,309 1,525 1,783 1,748
Gaza 2,757 2,891 3,076 3,055 2,756 3,662
Deir El-Balah 968 1,033 1,049 1,250 1,219 1,323
Khan Yunis 1,362 1,551 1,729 1,876 2,104 2,218
Rafah 862 828 952 1,069 1,161 1,201
Total 7,123 7,609 8,115 8,775 9,023 10,152

3.3 Marriages by age and sex:

Table (3) shows that husbands aged less than 20 years constitute 9.7% of 2001 marriages.
71.8% of marriages of the same year were for husbands aged (20-29) years. On the other

hand, 3.1% of marriages belonged to husbands aged 50 years and above.

Table (3) also

shows that 57.2% of marriages belonged to wives the age less than of 20 years and 36.6% of
them were for wives aged (20-29) years. 0.2% of marriages belonged to wives aged 50 years

and above.

According to data of marriages in the Palestinian Territory by age and sex between 1996 and
2001, the highest rate of husbands age less than 20 years was in 1996 at 11.6% whereas the
lowest was in 1999 at 9.5% of the total marriages. 1996 also has the highest rate of wives
married before completing the age of 20 years at 60.6%, whereas the lowest was in 2001 at

57.2% of the total marriages.
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Table 3: Registered Marriages at the Shari’a Courts and Churches in the Palestinian
Territory by Age and Sex, (1996-2001)

Year
Age and Sex
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Males

Less than 20 2,412 2,666 2,629 2,368 2,333 2,399
20-29 14,463 16,710 17,485 17,985 17,151 17,681
30-49 3,161 3,421 3,556 3,777 3,713 3,794
50+ 696 692 730 742 692 761
Not stated 4 3 0 2 1 0
Total 20,736 23,492 24,400 24,874 23,890 24,635
Females

Less than 20 12,569 14,416 14,656 14,560 13,845 14,094
20-29 6,823 7,663 8,314 8,781 8,632 9,009
30-49 1,282 1,357 1,394 1,488 1,377 1,490
50+ 57 46 34 42 36 42
Not stated 5 10 2 3 0 0
Total 20,736 23,492 24,400 24,874 23,890 24,635

3.4 Marriages by month and year:

Summer is the marriage season in the Palestinian Territory, henceforth; July has the highest
number of registered marriages between 1999 and 2001 at 13.8%, 15%, and 12.9% in 1999,
2000, and 2001 respectively. August has the highest number of registered marriages between
1997 and 1998 at 14.0% and 14.2% respectively. February, on the other hand, had the lowest
number of registered marriages in 1997 at 4.6% of the number of registered marriages in the
Palestinian Territory. January had the lowest number of registered marriages between 1998
and 1999 at 3.1% and 4.1% respectively. December 2000 and 2001 had the lowest number of
registered marriages in the Palestinian Territory of both years at 3.5% and 4.5% respectively.
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Table 4: Registered Marriages at the Shari’a Courts and Churches in the Palestinian
Territory by Month and Year, (1997-2001)

Year
Month
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
January 1,219 751 1,021 1,264 1,627
February 1,089 1,411 1,519 1,467 1,586
March 1,606 1,597 1,411 1,547 1,879
April 1,329 1,577 2,100 2,211 2,243
May 1,907 2,164 2,189 2,256 2,148
June 2,269 2,241 2,194 2,330 2,264
July 2,964 3,326 3,436 3,580 3,182
August 3,289 3,458 3,238 3,416 2,732
September 2,326 2,514 2,496 2,723 2,361
October 1,916 2,095 2,196 1,095 1,939
November 1,759 1,691 1,844 1,161 1,562
December 1,819 1,575 1,230 840 1,112
Total 23,492 24,400 24,874 23,890 24,635

3.5 Crude marriage rate in the Palestinian Territory:

According to the data of table (5), the crude marriage rate in the Palestinian Territory in 2001
was 7.5 marriages per 1000 population; 6.9 in the West Bank and 8.5 in Gaza Strip. However,
the number of marriages dropped at the start of the 4™ quarter 2000 the beginning of Al Aqsa
Intifada, subsequently, the crude marriage rate 2000 dropped compared with 1999 and 2001.

At the governorate level, the crude marriage rate indicates that the Salfit district registered the
highest rate in 1997 and 2001, in the West Bank region. Tubas district, on the other hand,
registered the highest rate for 1998,1999 and 2000. In Gaza Strip the highest crude marriage
rate was registered in the Gaza governorate in 1997 and Khan Yunis governorate for the
period (1998-2001).

19



Table 5: Crude Marriage Rate in The Palestinian Territory by Governorate,
(1997 - 2001)

Year
Governorate/District
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Palestinian Territory 8.4 8.4 8.2 7.6 7.5
Jenin 9.5 9.3 9.2 8.5 7.5
Tubas District 10.9 11.7 111 9.6 8.1
Tulkarm 9.4 8.9 9.0 7.5 6.9
Qalgiliya 8.2 7.7 7.5 7.0 54
Salfit District 111 10.7 104 8.7 8.6
Nablus 9.4 9.1 8.8 7.8 6.6
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 9.0 9.4 9.1 7.5 6.8
Jerusalem 7.8 7.3 7.2 6.6 6.9
Jericho 7.0 7.2 7.1 6.9 6.0
Bethlehem 8.6 7.3 6.6 71 6.2
Hebron 8.9 9.5 8.2 71 71
'West Bank Total 8.9 8.8 8.3 7.4 6.9
North Gaza 7.3 7.0 7.7 8.5 7.9
Gaza 8.1 8.3 7.9 6.8 8.6
Deir El-Balah 7.2 7.0 7.9 7.4 7.6
Khan Yunis 7.9 8.5 8.8 9.5 9.5
Rafah 6.9 7.6 8.2 8.5 8.4
Gaza Strip Total 7.6 7.8 8.1 7.9 8.5

Figure 2: Crude Marriage Rate in the Palestinian Territory by Region, (1997-2001)
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3.6 Crude marriage rate in a number of Arab states:
Table (6) shows the crude marriage rates of a number of Arab states compared with the
Palestinian Territory. Crude marriage rate in Syria, registered the highest rate at 9.4
marriages per 1000 population; Qatar, on the other hand, has the lowest rate at 3.6 marriages
per 1000 population. The Palestinian Territory registered 8.4 marriages per 1000 population,
which is high compared with some Arab states; this could be the result of the widespread of
early marriage in the Palestinian society.

Table 6: Crude Marriage Rate in a Number of

Arab States, 1998

State Crude marriage rate
Palestinian Territory 8.4
Jordan 8.1
Syria 9.4
Lebanon 5.8
Kuwait 5.1
Egypt 8.2
Iraq * 6.3
Bahrain 5.7
Qatar 3.6

Note ( *): Crude marriage rate of 1997.

Figure 3: Crude Marriage Rate in a Number of Arab States, 1998
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3.7 Age-Specific Marriage Rate in the Palestinian Territory:
Data of table (7) show that the highest age-specific marriage rate in the Palestinian Territory
for the period (1997-2001) was for males and females aged (20-24) years followed by those
aged (25-29) years for males and aged (15-19) years for females. The highest aged-specific
marriage rate registered for the same mentioned age groups for both males and females at the
region level (West Bank and Gaza Strip).

Table 7: Age-Specific Marriage Rate by Age, Sex and Region, (1997-2001)

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Age Group/Region

Males | Females | Males | Females | Males | Females | Males | Females | Males ‘ Females
Palestinian Territory
14 0.1 26.8 0.0 12.7 0.1 22.0 0.0 19.2 0.1 24.5
15-19 17.8 130.7 16.9 133.6 147 123.6 13.9 1129 136 107.4
20-24 82.9 147.2 804 1534 78.9 1569.8 70.5 149.9 69.3 150.3
25-29 59.2 93.8 63.7 93.8 63.8 944 60.5 919 59.6 90.3
30-34 23.0 586 22.6 552 231 56.2 219 497 21.2 50.2
35-39 9.9 36.7 10.2 372 10.6 39.0 9.5 35.0 9.5 39.9
40-44 7.0 214 7.5 23.0 6.9 21.7 7.0 18.9 6.2 15.3
45-49 8.1 9.7 6.9 7.3 7.2 9.3 6.1 6.9 6.5 7.2
50-54 8.1 4.1 71 2.3 7.2 2.3 6.4 2.6 6.7 34
55-59 6.4 1.0 8.0 14 8.0 1.5 7.4 1.1 7.6 0.8
60-64 6.6 0.4 6.9 0.2 173 1.0 5.9 0.3 6.2 0.3
65+ 4.8 0.1 4.9 0.1 0.0 0.0 4.2 0.0 4.5 0.1
West Bank
14 0.1 28.1 0.0 10.4 0.2 19.9 0.0 16.0 0.1 24.3
15-19 15.9 135.3 156 136.1 12.9 122.7 114 108.1 10.5 97.2
20-24 83.2 148.3 79.7 155.1 744 1565.3 643 1394 59.2 130.7
25-29 63.1 87.0 66.6 89.0 644 859 591 835 56.6 77.9
30-34 24.3 53.2 23.2 519 241 504 225 444 205 42.0
35-39 9.9 326 10.0 348 109 38.6 94 33.0 8.9 36.7
40-44 6.8 20.2 7.1 20.3 7.0 21.9 6.7 17.6 5.8 13.5
45-49 7.9 9.1 6.8 6.2 7.4 8.7 6.0 7.3 5.6 6.8
50-54 7.7 4.0 6.7 1.9 7.3 2.4 6.3 2.7 6.0 2.3
55-59 6.6 1.0 7.6 1.4 7.4 1.0 6.6 1.1 6.7 0.8
60-64 6.5 0.6 7.2 0.0 18.6 0.8 6.2 0.1 57 0.1
65+ 5.0 0.2 5.1 0.1 0.0 0.0 4.5 0.0 4.5 0.0
Gaza Strip
14 0.0 245 0.0 11.3 0.1 25.5 0.1 24.3 0.1 24.8
15-19 21.3 1224 195 127.3 17.8 125.0 183 121.3 18.9 125.3
20-24 824 1447 81.6 156.2 87.5 169.3 823 1719 88.1 190.9
25-29 50.6 113.3 574 1146 624 117.8 63.2 114.4 65.6 122.9
30-34 20.5 73.8 216 67.1 21.0 734 20.8 654 227 75.1
35-39 10.1 49.3 107 47 1 10.0 401 9.8 40.8 10.8 491
40-44 7.4 24.6 8.4 30.6 6.7 211 7.8 22.3 7.2 20.3
45-49 8.4 11.2 7.2 9.5 6.7 104 6.2 6.1 8.1 8.1
50-54 9.0 4.3 7.9 3.2 7.0 2.3 6.5 2.5 8.0 5.6
55-59 5.8 0.8 9.0 1.5 9.2 2.6 9.5 1.1 9.7 0.7
60-64 6.8 0.0 6.3 0.6 143 1.2 54 0.6 74 0.6
65+ 4.2 0.0 4.4 0.0 0.0 0.0 34 0.0 4.3 0.1
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3.8 Median age at first marriage:

Undoubtedly, dominant marriage patterns in the Palestinian Territory especially early
marriage and age at first marriage influence median age at first marriage. Early marriage has
implications for females’ further education. It also has implications for females and infants’
health because of early exposure to childbearing and can jeopardize females’ economic status.

According to the data of table (8), the median age at first marriage in the Palestinian Territory
in 2001 was 24.2 years for males and 19 years for females; 24.6 years in the West Bank males
and 23.6 years in Gaza Strip’s males. For females, on the other hand, the Median age at first
marriage was 19.1 years in the West Bank and 18.8 years in Gaza Strip.

However, there was an evident rise in the median age at first marriage in the Palestinian
Territory for males between 1997 and 2001 at 23 years and 24.2 respectively. The median
age at first marriage for females also rose from 18 years in 1997 to 19 years in 2001.
Comparing the West Bank’s data to those of Gaza Strip for the same period (1997-2001), we
realize that the median age for males rose from 23 years in 1997 to 24.6 years in 2001 in the
West Bank and rose from 23 years in 1997 to 23.6 years in 2001 in Gaza Strip. As for
females, their median age rose from 18 years in 1997 to 19.1 years in 2001 in the West Bank

and from 18 years in 1997 to 18.8 years in 2001 in Gaza Strip.

Table 8: Median Age at First Marriage by Sex and Governorate, (1997-2001)

Year/ Sex
Governorate/District 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Males | Females | Males | Females | Males | Females | Males | Females | Males ‘ Females
Palestinian Territory 23.0 18.0 23.9 18.7 241 18.8 241 18.9 24.2 19.0
West Bank
Jenin 240 180 244 18.6 247 18.8 245 186 24.9 19.0
Tubas district 24.0 18.0 245 19.0 247 191 253 20.2 250 19.4
Tulkarm 25.0 19.0 254 194 254 195 254 19.8 256 20.0
Qalgiliya 23.0 18.0 247 18.2 247 18.7 247 189 249 18.7
Salfit district 23.0 18.0 24.2 19.0 23.9 18.8 243 19.0 25.0 19.0
Nablus 24.0 18.0 25.1 19.2 25.5 19.2 255 19.1 25.8 19.5
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 23.0 18.0 24.2 19.0 24.3 19.0 246 19.2 247 19.2
Jerusalem 23.0 18.0 24.1 18.7 241 18.6 243 18.7 243 18.8
Jericho 24.0 20.0 25.0 20.5 25.3 204 246 19.8 249 19.9
Bethlehem 23.0 18.0 244 19.2 24.6 19.2 25.0 194 249 19.4
Hebron 22.0 18.0 23.1 18.5 23.4 18.7 233 18.8 23.6 18.8
Total 23.0 18.0 24.2 18.8 244 18.9 245 19.0 24.6 19.1
Gaza Strip
North Gaza 21.0 170 22.0 17.8 22.0 17.8 221 17.7 222 18.2
Gaza 22.0 170 232 18.1 23.3 18.2 235 18.3 235 18.3
Deir El-Balah 23.0 19.0 237 19.2 238 19.7 241 19.6 24.2 19.8
Khan Yunis 23.0 18.0 24.2 19.1 24.3 191 2422 19.2 242 19.4
Rafah 23.0 19.0 239 19.0 241 19.3 242 195 243 19.4
Total 23.0 18.0 234 18.5 23.5 18.7 23.6 18.7 23.6 18.8

23




3.9 Median age by education:

Education has obvious impact on age at first marriage thus more education means higher
median age at first marriage. For instance, in 2001, the median age at first marriage of males
with primary education or less was 22.2 years; on the other hand, it was 24 years for those
with secondary education and 26.9 years for graduates (Bachelor’s degree or higher). The
same applies for females where those with Elementary education or less have a median age at
first marriage of 16.9 years; whereas those with secondary education or Bachelor’s degree or
higher have a median age at first marriage of 19.8 years and 23.9 years respectively.

Comparing the data of median age at first marriage between 1997 and 2001 shows that the
median age at first marriage for males with Elementary education or less between 1997 and
2001 in the Palestinian Territory was 21 years in 1998 and 22.4 years in 2000. The median
age at first marriage for females with Elementary education or less during the same period
(1997-2001) was 16.9 years in 2001 and 18.9 years in 1999. Data also show that the median
age at first marriage for males with Bachelor’s degree or higher during the same period was
26.9 years in 2001 and 27.4 years in 2000 whereas it was 23 years in 1998 and 24.4 years in
2000 for females of the same level of education. Henceforth, compulsory education and
raising the numbers of those joining higher education can be influential factors in reducing the
phenomenon of early marriage.

Table 9: Median Age at First Marriage in the Palestinian Territory by Highest
Qualification and Sex, (1997-2001)

Highest Year/Sex
Qualification 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Males | Females | Males | Females | Males | Females | Males | Females | Males | Females
Elementary or less 22.0 177  21.0 18.0 22.2 189 224 18.7 22.2 16.9
Preparatory 229 17.0 220 16.0 225 166 226 16.8 22.8 171
Secondary 241 193 23.0 19.0 23.7 19.2 239 194 24.0 19.8
Associate Diploma 26.3 222 260 23.0 26.2 226 26.3 22.0 26.0 22.3
Bachelor and above 27.2 242 270 23.0 27.3 242 274 244 269 23.9

3.10 Marriages by spouse’s age:

Men of developing countries usually choose a younger wife for a number of reasons such as
having as many children as possible and providing support for the family and the husband at
old age. Palestinian society follows a similar pattern since the number of registered marriages
in the Palestinian Territory 2001 where the husband is older than the wife was 22,165 or
91.7% of the total number of marriages. On the other hand, the number of registered
marriages at the Shari’a Courts in the Palestinian Territory where the wife was older than the
husband was 1,475 or 6.0% of the marriages. Table (10) shows that the rate of married males
in the age group of (20-24) years who married females less than 20 years was 41.6% of the
total number of marriages in the Palestinian Territory. The percent of males aged (25-29)
years who married females under the age of 25 years was 30.2%.
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Table 10: Registered Marriages at the Shari’a Courts and Churches in the Palestinian
Territory by Age of Groom and Bride, 2001

Age of Age of Bride

Groom 14 15-19 | 20-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35-39 | 40-44 | 45+ | Total | Percent
14 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0.0
15-19 230 1,922 227 17 0 0 0 0 2,396 97
20-24 515 6,984 2,474 257 19 5 0 1 10,255 416
25-29 165 3,618 2,865 663 97 14 3 1 7,426 30.2
30-34 13 529 959 522 153 39 5 2 2,222 90
35-39 2 73 276 267 158 58 7 0 841 34
40-44 0 22 8 130 105 67 14 5 427 17
45-49 0 7 47 85 83 55 18 9 304 12
50-54 0 3 17 47 70 65 22 11 235 10
55+ 1 8 13 58 119 178 76 73 526 29
Total 926 13,168 6,963 2,046 804 481 145 102 24,635
Percent 38 534 282 8.3 3.3 2.0 0.6 0.4 100.0

3.11 Marriages by Highest Qualification of Groom and Bride:

According to table (11), education has obvious impact on postponing marriage. The data
shows that the percentage of married males with elementary education or less was 13.7% in
2001 and rose to 29.9% for those with preparatory education and to 33.7% to those with
secondary education and 22.4% for those with associate diploma. Alternatively, the
percentage of married females with elementary education or less was 11.9% in 2001 and rose
to 40.6% for those with preparatory education and to 33.3% to those with secondary
education and 13.6% for those with associate diploma.

Also, married males who have secondary education had a high percent of 37.5% in 1999,
however, the same percentage dropped to a low 33.0% in 2000. The percentage of married
females who have elementary education is high compared to those with other levels of
education; the highest percentage was in 2001 at 40.6% compared with 28.3% in 1999.
However, comparing the percentage of males and females with associate diploma or higher,
we find out that males scored a high percentage at 22.5% in 2001 and females scored a low
percentage at 13.6%. The lowest percentage for males was in 1999 and the lowest percentage
for females was in 1997 at 11.9% each.
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Table 11: Registered Marriages at the Shari’a Courts in the Palestinian Territory by

Highest Qualification of Groom and Bride, Year and Sex, (1997-2001)*

Year/Sex
Qut‘lliigﬁhcfttion 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Males | Females | Males | Females | Males | Females | Males | Females | Males | Females
i can 356 321 349 266 434 329 591 447 323 215
Elementary 2,789 2,308 2,892 2,267 2,955 2,296 2,877 2,558 2,992 2,688
Preparatory 5,742 8,259 6,021 8,434 6,277 8,564 6,739 8,280 7,228 9,914
Secondary 7,421 7,265 7,787 8,093 7,791 8,319 7,780 8,971 8,161 8,130
Associate Diploma 1,483 1,031 1,619 1,176 1,335 1,106 1,266 1,043 1,305 1,032
Bachelor and above 2,904 1,451 3,019 1,451 3,342 1,526 3,671 1,821 4,185 2,294
Not Stated 88 148 66 66 24 18 677 481 210 131
Total 20,783 20,783 21,753 21,753 22,158 22,158 23,601 23,601 24,404 24,404

*: Marriages registered at Churches are not included in the data.

3.12 Marriages by previous marital status of groom and bride:

Data of table (12) show that 85.8% of never-married males who were married in 1998 and
dropped to 84.3% in 2001. The percentage of never-married females who got married during
the same period also dropped from 93.2% in 1998 to 91.8 in 2001. According to data, the
percentage of divorced males rose from 5.7% in 1997 to 6.7% in 1999. The percentage of
divorced females of the same period also rose from 6.1% in 1998 to 7.2% in 2001.

Data also shows that polygamy is widespread in the Palestinian Territory and registered 6.4%
of married people in 1997 and 7.1% in 2001. Polygamous men usually get married to single
women. The percentage of polygamous men who got married to single women in 2001 was
59.8% compared to 35.5% for those marrying divorced women.
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Table 12: Registered Marriages at the Shari’a Courts and Churches in the Palestinian

Territory by Previous Marital Status of Groom and Bride, (1997-2001)

Previous Marital
Status of Groom/Year

Previous Marital Status of Bride

Never Married Divorced Widowed Not stated Total

1997

Never Married 19,438 499 35 152 20,124
Married 921 521 56 16 1,514
Divorced 928 398 15 9 1,350
Widowed 327 112 17 3 459
Not stated 20 1 1 23 45
Total 21,634 1,531 124 203 23,492
1998

Never Married 20,349 542 31 4 20,926
Married 959 476 64 1 1,500
Divorced 1,036 370 15 2 1,423
Widowed 368 112 31 2 513
Not stated 38 0 0 0 38
Total 22,750 1500 141 9 24,400
1999

Never Married 20,455 612 67 30 21,164
Married 1,059 501 102 0 1,662
Divorced 1,115 383 44 0 1,542
Widowed 346 121 36 1 504
Not stated 1 0 0 1 2
Total 22,976 1617 249 32 24,874
2000

Never Married 19,811 511 89 0 20,411
Married 974 486 104 0 1,564
Divorced 1,036 355 61 0 1,452
Widowed 319 110 34 0 463
Not stated 0 0 0 0 0
Total 22,140 1,462 288 0 23,890
2001

Never Married 20,107 590 80 0 20,777
Married 1,040 617 81 0 1,738
Divorced 1,117 441 42 0 1,600
Widowed 361 130 29 0 520
Not stated 0 0 0 0 0
Total 22,625 1,778 232 0 24,635
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Chapter Four

Divorce in the Palestinian Territory

Divorce is an unfortunate event for married people; it is a sign of family ruin, personal
predicament, and running away from tense marital life. Couples usually face problems and
difficulties and in some cases, such problems make life intolerable and divorce becomes their
one and only way out. Divorce marks a painful end, however, it can be better than a
miserable life for couples.

This Chapter focuses on divorce in the Palestinian Territory and deals with the size of this
phenomenon in the society. The focus will be on the number of registered divorces at the
Shari’a Courts by region, governorate, month, age, sex, age of divorce and divorcee and the
number of years they spent in matrimony, divorce and divorcee education, and the crude
divorce rate by governorate and in a number of Arab states...etc. Registered divorces at
churches for civilian divorces are not included within the data in this chapter.

4.1 Divorces by region and year:

The time series between 1996 and 2001 indicate that the number of registered divorces in the
Palestinian Territory fluctuated from 3,494 in 1996 to 3,449 in 1997. However, the number of
divorces rose from 3,465 in 1998 to 3,761 in 1999 but dropped to 3,546 in 2000. The drop in
2000 could be due to the outbreak of Al Agsa Intifada where the figure of the last quarter of
the same year registered a drop compared to those of the previous years. However, divorces
rose again in 2001 to 3,687 at an increase of 4.0% compared with 2000 and a drop of 2%
compared with 1999. The number of registered divorces of 2001 totaled 2,207 in the West
Bank or 59.9% of the total number of divorces in the Palestinian Territory and at an increase
of 4.1% compared with 2000 and a drop of 7.6% compared with 1999. In Gaza Strip, on the
other hand, registered divorces totaled 1,480 in 2001 or 40.1% of the total registered divorces
in the Palestinian Territory at an increase of 3.8% compared with 2000 and 7.8% compared
with 1999. According to studies, the fluctuation of divorces is mostly the result of the
dominant economic, social, and political conditions of the state, which has their implication
for the household.

Table 13: Registered Divorces in the Palestinian Territory by Region,
(1996-2001)

Year
Region
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Palestinian Territory 3,494 3,449 3,465 3,761 3,546 3,687
West Bank 2,247 2,143 2,213 2,388 2,120 2,207
Gaza Strip 1,247 1,306 1,252 1,373 1,426 1,480

4.2 Divorces by governorate:

Figure (4) shows the percentage distribution of registered divorces in the Palestinian Territory
by governorate and population in 2001. According to results, Ramallah and Al Bireh
Governorate has the highest percentage of divorce in the West Bank at 12.1% or 446 cases
(Ramallah and Al Bireh Governorate constitute 7.4% of the Palestinian population in the
Palestinian Territory in 2001). The reason for this high percentage of divorces could be due
to the large number of Palestinians who live in Europe and in the North and South America
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but originate from Ramallah and Al Bireh Governorate. Tubas district, on the other hand,
registered the lowest number of divorces at 1.4% (50 cases) though Tubas constitute 1.2% of
the population in the Palestinian Territory. The results of Gaza Strip show that Gaza
Governorate registered the highest number of divorces at 15.5% (570 cases); Gaza
Governorate constitute 12.9% of the population in the Palestinian Territory in 2001). Rafah,
the smallest governorate in Gaza Strip constitute 4.3% of the Palestinian Territory population,
has the lowest percentage of divorces at 3.9% (143 cases).

Figure 4: Percentage distribution of Population and Registered Divorces in the
Palestinian Territory by Governorate, 2001
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Comparing the data of registered divorces in the Palestinian Territory by governorate between
1996 and 2001 table (14), we notice that Gaza Governorate has the highest percentage of
divorces at 14.3% of the total divorces in the Palestinian Territory followed by Ramallah and
Al-Bireh Governorate at 11.6% and Jerusalem Governorate comes third at 9.9% of the total
number of divorces in the Palestinian Territory. Tubas and Salfit districts and Jericho
Governorate registered the lowest number of divorces at 1%, 1.6%, and 1.7% respectively.
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Table 14: Registered Divorces in the Palestinian Territory by Governorate,
(1996-2001)

Year
Governorate/District
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Palestinian Territory 3,494 3,449 3,465 3,761 3,546 3,687
West Bank

Jenin 214 179 176 186 226 224
Tubas district 20 32 31 39 46 50
Tulkarm 230 180 219 223 196 177
Qalqgiliya 102 85 85 126 87 87
Salfit district 66 61 60 55 55 41
Nablus 350 284 344 398 324 339
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 331 439 437 452 386 446
Jerusalem 361 377 345 369 339 329
Jericho 68 55 53 53 67 57
Bethlehem 142 137 160 160 111 117
Hebron 363 314 303 327 283 340
Total 2,247 2,143 2,213 2,388 2,120 2,207
Gaza Strip

North Gaza 213 21 211 231 266 281
Gaza 477 486 487 523 524 570
Deir El-Balah 170 174 176 256 191 200
Khan Yunis 228 254 222 198 262 286
Rafah 159 181 156 165 183 143
Total 1,247 1,306 1,252 1,373 1,426 1,480

4.3 Divorces by month and year:

Table (15) shows that the highest number of divorces occurred in July 2001 at 387 or 10.5%
of the number of registered divorces in the Palestinian Territory. December 2001 has the
lowest number of divorces at 212 or 5.7% of the registered divorces in the Palestinian
Territory.

Comparing the data of the lowest number of divorces between 1996 and 2001 shows that
August registered the highest number of divorces between 1997 and 1999 at 10.6% in 1997
and 1999 and 12.5% in 1998 of the total number of divorces in the Palestinian Territory. On
the other hand, July had the highest number of divorces in 2000 at 12.2%. February had the
lowest number of divorces in 1997 at 5.9% and January had the lowest number of divorces in
1998 and 1999 at 3.5% and 4.9% respectively. In 2000, December registered the lowest
number of divorces at 3.2% of the total divorces in the Palestinian Territory.

31




Table 15: Registered Divorces in the Palestinian Territory by Month and Year,

(1997-2001)

Year
Month
1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
January 212 120 185 239 351
February 205 296 312 318 281
March 287 273 214 254 283
April 235 224 343 317 327
May 286 301 333 356 308
June 319 294 356 314 292
July 356 329 385 432 387
August 366 433 398 402 367
September 325 377 390 404 326
October 279 313 357 198 321
November 307 285 300 198 232
December 272 220 188 114 212
Total 3,449 3,465 3,761 3,546 3,687

4.4 Crude divorce rate in the Palestinian Territory:

According to table (16), the crude divorce rate in 2001 totaled 1.12 divorces per 1000
population. This rate varies by region; it is lower in the West Bank than in Gaza Strip at 1.05
and 1.24 divorces per 1000 population respectively. It is worth noting that the number of
divorces has dropped during Al Agsa Intifada in 2000, which lowered the crude divorce rate

compared with 1999.

At the governorate level, the crude divorce rate indicate that the Ramallah governorate
registered the highest rate for the period (1997-1999) and 2001, in the West Bank region.
Jericho governorate, on the other hand, registered the highest rate for 2000. In Gaza Strip the
highest crude divorce rate was registered in Rafah governorate in 1997 and 2000, and Gaza
governorate in 1998, 1999 and 2001.
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Table 16: Crude Divorce Rate in The Palestinian Territory by Governorate,
(1997 - 2001)

Year
Governorate/District
1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001
Palestinian Territory 1.24 1.20 1.24 1.13 1.12
Jenin 0.93 0.88 0.89 1.05 0.99
Tubas District 0.92 0.86 1.03 1.17 1.22
Tulkarm 1.41 1.66 1.62 1.37 1.19
Qalgiliya 1.24 1.19 1.68 1.1 1.06
Salfit District 1.32 1.25 1.10 1.05 0.75
Nablus 1.14 1.34 1.48 1.16 1.17
Ramallah & Al-Bireh 217 2.06 2.04 1.67 1.83
Jerusalem 1.18 1.04 1.07 0.96 0.90
Jericho 1.77 1.63 1.56 1.89 1.54
Bethlehem 1.05 1.18 1.13 0.75 0.76
Hebron 0.82 0.76 0.78 0.65 0.74
'West Bank Total 1.20 1.19 1.23 1.05 1.05
North Gaza 1.18 1.12 1.16 1.27 1.26
Gaza 1.36 1.31 1.34 1.29 1.34
Deir El-Balah 1.21 1.17 1.20 1.16 1.15
Khan Yunis 1.30 1.09 1.24 1.18 1.23
Rafah 1.51 1.25 1.26 1.34 1.00
Gaza Strip Total 1.31 1.20 1.26 1.25 1.24

Figure 5: Crude Divorce Rate in the Palestinian Territory by region, (1997-2001)
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4.5 Crude divorce rate in a number of Arab states:
The dominant pattern in the Arab states is a low crude divorce rate. For instance, Kuwait has
the highest crude divorce rate in 1998 at 1.7 divorces per 1000 population; Lebanon, on the
other hand, has the lowest crude divorce rate at 0.7; this may be due to the fact that there is a
high percentage of Christians living in Lebanon compared with the rest of Arab countries.
The crude divorce rate in the Palestinian Territory is ranking in the middle with 1.2 divorces
per 1000 population, which means that the Palestinian Territory does not have a high divorce
rate compared with some Arab countries.

Figure 6: Crude Divorce Rate in a Number of Arab States, 1998

Table 17: Crude Divorce Rate in a Number of
Arab States, 1998
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4.6 Age-Specific Divorce Rate in the Palestinian Territory:
Data of table (18) show that the highest age-specific divorce rate in the Palestinian Territory
for the period (1997-2001) was for males and females (15-19) years followed by those aged
(20-24) years. Aged-specific divorce rate registered the same for both males and females for
the same mentioned age groups at the region level (West Bank and Gaza Strip), that’s mean
early marriage is the mean result for divorce.

Table 18: Age-Specific Divorce Rate by Age, Sex and Region, (1997-2001)

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Age Group/Region

Males |Females| Males |Females| Males |Females| Males |Females| Males |Females
Palestinian Territory
15-19 404 24.6 39.2 23.6 30.0 24.9 33.8 24.3 36.0 23.9
20-24 20.8 11.3 20.5 11.9 21.4 13.3 19.0 11.0 19.5 11.3
25-29 10.7 6.9 11.5 6.5 12.3 6.7 11.5 6.3 11.2 6.3
30-34 71 54 6.1 5.1 7.2 51 6.2 4.4 59 4.0
35-39 54 4.2 5.0 3.9 4.9 3.5 44 3.5 4.6 3.4
40-44 4.3 2.8 4.0 2.9 3.8 2.9 34 24 34 24
45-49 4.3 2.7 4.5 2.3 4.0 2.6 2.9 2.0 3.2 1.9
50-54 3.5 2.2 3.6 2.1 3.4 1.9 3.5 2.4 3.5 2.0
55-59 3.8 1.8 3.7 14 3.8 1.7 3.1 1.0 2.5 14
60-64 2.7 1.0 2.3 0.8 6.4 1.7 24 0.7 2.3 0.6
65+ 1.7 04 1.3 0.5 0.0 0.0 1.7 0.6 1.3 04
'West Bank
15-19 38.9 24.7 38.2 24.2 27.3 25.6 30.4 23.7 35.2 23.0
20-24 19.9 10.8 20.9 11.8 21.7 13.1 19.1 10.5 18.0 10.3
25-29 11.0 6.5 12.0 6.4 12.1 6.4 10.6 57 10.7 5.7
30-34 6.6 4.9 58 4.7 7.2 5.0 5.6 3.9 54 4.0
35-39 54 3.9 5.0 4.1 4.9 3.7 4.3 3.1 4.7 3.4
40-44 3.5 25 3.7 2.7 3.9 2.9 3.0 24 3.2 2.5
45-49 4.8 2.5 4.5 2.2 3.9 2.6 2.7 1.8 3.0 1.9
50-54 3.4 1.8 3.4 1.9 3.4 1.9 3.3 2.1 3.2 1.6
55-59 3.0 1.7 3.3 1.1 3.2 14 2.6 0.7 2.0 0.9
60-64 2.2 1.0 1.9 0.6 6.6 1.8 1.6 0.6 1.9 0.6
65+ 14 04 1.1 0.3 0.0 0.0 1.8 0.5 1.0 0.2
Gaza Strip
15-19 41.6 24.7 39.7 22.8 32.6 23.9 36.9 25.5 35.9 25.5
20-24 22.5 12.4 20.2 12.2 21.2 13.9 19.0 11.8 21.8 13.0
25-29 10.4 7.8 10.6 6.8 12.7 7.3 13.1 7.6 12.1 7.5
30-34 7.9 6.2 6.7 5.8 7.4 54 7.6 54 6.8 4.0
35-39 54 4.8 5.0 3.6 4.9 3.3 4.6 4.2 4.3 3.4
40-44 5.8 3.5 4.4 3.3 3.6 3.1 4.2 2.3 3.6 24
45-49 3.5 3.0 4.3 2.6 4.3 2.6 3.3 2.2 3.6 1.8
50-54 3.7 29 4.1 2.5 3.2 1.9 3.9 2.9 4.1 2.7
55-59 5.6 2.1 4.7 2.1 53 2.3 4.3 1.5 3.7 24
60-64 3.6 1.0 3.0 1.2 6.1 1.6 4.3 1.0 3.1 0.8
65+ 24 0.5 1.6 1.0 0.0 0.0 1.5 0.9 1.9 0.9
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4.7 Divorces by age and sex:

According to table (19), the divorce age in 4.1% of the divorces occurring in 2001 was less
than 20 years, (20-29) years in 52.1%, and 50 years and above in 7.7% of the cases. The
divorcee age, on the other hand, was less than 20 years in 29.5% of the divorces, (20-29)
years in 46.1%, and 50 years and above in 2.9% of the cases. This means that widespread
early marriage can be blamed for the majority of the divorces of the Palestinian society.

Divorces in the Palestinian Territory by age and sex between 1996 and 2001 shows that the
highest percentage of divorces for males aged less than 20 years was in 1996 at 4.3% and the
lowest was in 1999 at 3.1% of the total divorces of males. The highest percentage of divorces
for females aged less than 20 years of age between 1996 and 2001 was in 1996 at 23.9% and
the lowest was in 1998 at 27.0% of the total divorcee cases in the Palestinian Territory.

Table 19: Registered Divorces in the Palestinian Territory by Age and Sex,
(1996-2001)

Year
Age and Sex
1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Males

Less than 20 151 145 146 116 136 152
20-29 1,452 1,651 1,759 1,932 1,837 1,920
30-49 1,212 1,329 1,271 1,405 1,268 1,332
50+ 262 292 276 307 304 283
Not Stated 417 32 13 1 1 0
Total 3,494 3,449 3,465 3,761 3,546 3,687
Females

Less than 20 835 950 937 1,032 1,055 1,089
20-29 1,355 1,501 1,569 1,776 1,596 1,700
30-49 739 816 812 842 777 784
50+ 101 114 103 109 112 106
Not stated 464 68 44 2 6 8
Total 3,494 3,449 3,465 3,761 3,546 3,687

4.8 Divorces by divorce and divorcee age:

Age difference can have its implications for divorce; the number of divorces where husbands
were ten years or above older than their wives was 688 cases or 18.7% of the total divorces
2001 in the Palestinian Territory in 2001. In 2000, the number of divorces where husbands
were ten years or above older than their wives was 664 cases or 18.7% of the total divorces.
Table (20) shows the registered divorces in the Palestinian Territory by divorce and divorcee
age in 2001. There is a noticeable rise in the number of divorces in the age group of (25-29)
years at 27.5% of the total divorces. The percentage for males aged (20-24) years is 24.5%.
Divorcees were mainly in the age group of (20-24) years at 29.3% followed by those in the
age group of (15-19) years at 29.2% of the total divorcees in the Palestinian Territory in 2001.
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Table 20: Registered Divorces in the Palestinian Territory by Age of Divorce and Age of

Divorcee, 2001
Age of divorcee
Age of
divorce 14 | 15-19 | 20-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35-39 | 40-44 | 45-49 | 50-54 | 55+ Sltjl?etd Total Percent
14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o0 0 0 0.0
15-19 5 126 17 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 152 41
20-24 4 526 316 46 5 4 3 0 0 0 1 905 245
25-29 3 333 451 179 32 10 4 1 1 0 1 1,015 27.5
30-34 0 72 178 198 93 23 4 2 0 1 0 571 15.5
35-39 0 13 73 118 97 68 11 6 1 3 1 391 10.6
40-44 0 3 24 35 50 65 34 7 2 0 4 224 6.1
45-49 0 1 11 21 24 28 33 16 8 4 0 146 4.0
50-54 0 2 2 10 19 18 16 17 26 9 1 120 3.3
55+ 0 1 7 12 20 25 27 20 17 34 0 163 4.4
Not Stated 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
Total 12 1,077 1,079 621 341 241 133 69 55 51 8 3,687
Percent 03 292 293 16.8 9.2 6.5 3.6 1.9 15 14 0.2 100
4.9 Duration of marriage:
According to results of studies of divorce by Duration of marriage state between 1997 and
2001, more than one third of the cases occurred to those who had spent less than one year in
matrimony at 1,350 in 2001 or 36.3% of the divorces in the Palestinian Territory compared
with 1,097 in 1997 or 31.8% of the total divorces. 5.3% of the divorces were among couples
who had spent more than 20 years in matrimony in 2000 and 6.1% in 1997 of the total
divorces.
Table 21: Registered Divorces in the Palestinian Territory by Duration of Marriage, and
Year, (1997-2001)
Duration of 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001
Marriage Total | Percent Total ‘ Percent Total ‘ Percent | Total | Percent Total Percent
Less than One Year | 1,097 31.8 1,110 32.0 1,367 36.3 1,307 36.9 1,350 36.3
1 535 15.5 564 16.3 610 16.2 529 14.9 626 17.0
2 359 104 341 9.8 348 9.3 313 8.8 330 9.0
3 194 5.6 235 6.8 231 6.1 216 6.1 229 6.2
4 172 5.0 148 4.3 181 4.8 179 51 135 3.7
5 128 3.7 151 4.4 124 3.3 132 3.7 123 3.3
6-7 201 5.8 177 5.1 185 4.9 184 5.2 197 5.3
8-9 157 4.6 164 4.7 148 3.9 117 3.3 145 3.9
10-14 226 6.6 197 5.7 220 5.9 253 71 250 6.8
15-19 141 4.1 132 3.8 139 3.7 128 3.6 104 2.8
20+ 210 6.1 212 6.1 205 5.5 188 53 198 54
Not Stated 29 0.8 34 1.0 3 0.1 0 0.0 0 0.0
Total 3,449 100 3,465 100 3,761 100 3,546 100 3,687 100
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4.10 Divorces by education:

According to the data of registered divorces at Shari’a Courts in the Palestinian Territory by
divorce and divorcee education table (22) shows, the percentage of divorced males with
elementary education or less is 20.1% in 2001. On the other hand, the percentage rises to
26% among males with preparatory education and to 25.8% among those with secondary
education and 18.5% among those with associate diploma or higher. The percentage of
divorced females with elementary education or less is 19.8% in 2001, which rises to 30.1%
among females with preparatory education and to 27.9% among those with secondary
education and 11.6% among those with associate diploma or higher.

The percentage of divorced males with secondary education was high in 1998 and registered
29% but it dropped to 25.8% in 2001. Additionally, the percentage of divorced females with
preparatory education is also high compared with other educational levels, which registered a
high percentage of 31.2% in 1999 compared with 28.2% in 2000. Comparing the results of
divorces and divorcees who have associate diploma or higher, we find out that they registered
high percentages of 20.5% and 12.0% respectively in 1999. The lowest percentage was in
2000 at 18.2% for divorces and 11.3% for divorcees.

Table 22: Registered Divorces in the Palestinian Territory by Highest Qualification of
Divorce and Divorcee, Year and Sex, (1998-2001)

Year/Sex
Highest Qualification 1998 1999 2000 2001

Males | Females | Males | Females | Males ‘ Females | Males | Females
gl"dnjvgg)terate’ can read 120 189 173 244 159 234 111 139
Elementary 575 527 617 555 617 577 629 591
Preparatory 807 925 900 1,057 857 1,001 960 1,110
Secondary 847 911 982 1,073 915 978 953 1,027
Associate Diploma 188 168 21 160 180 157 195 142
Bachelor and above 427 202 485 248 465 243 486 287
Not Stated 147 198 24 55 353 356 353 391
Total 3,120 3,120 3,392 3,392 3,546 3,546 3,687 3,687
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Chapter Five

Summary of Results

% Crude marriage rate in the Palestinian Territory is among the highest in the Arab states
(higher than those of Jordan, Egypt, Kuwait, Lebanon, Qatar, Bahrain but lower than that
of Syria), which could be due to the widespread of early marriage in the Palestinian
society compared with other Arab societies.

+¢ The median age at first marriage of males and females in the Palestinian Territory is at
constant rise; it reached 24.2 years for males and 19.1 years for females in 2001. The
median age at first marriage in 1997, however, was 23.0 years for males and 18.0 years for
females in 1997. The figures of the West Bank vary from that of Gaza Strip at 24.6 years
and 23.6 years respectively. The median age at first marriage for females in the West
Bank is almost similar to that of Gaza Strip at 19.1 years and 18.8 years respectively in
2001.

¢ Results show that education plays a major role in determining age at first marriage
where more education means higher median age at first marriage. In 2001, the median age
of males with primary education or less was 22.2 years compared to 24 years for those
with secondary education and 26.9 years for those with Bachelor’s degree or higher. Data
also show that median age of females at first marriage rises with educational levels to
reach 16.9 years for those with elementary education of less and 19.8 years for those with
secondary education and 23.9 years for those with Bachelor’s degree or higher.
Henceforth, compulsory education and raising the number of those joining higher
education could be influential factors in minimizing early marriage.

% 91.7% of the total number of marriages in the Palestinian Territory in 2001 the
husbands older than their wives compared with 6.0% where wives were older than their
husbands.

% According to results, early marriage is widespread in the Palestinian Territory where
53.4% of married females aged 15-19, and 41.6% aged (20-24) years in 2001. Early
marriage has implications for females’ further education and work. This requires
spreading awareness with respect to the importance of education on rising the median age
at first marriage especially for females and to show the risks of early exposure to
childbearing using the media and various educational programs.

% Polygamy is widespread in the Palestinian Territory and registered 6.4% of married
people in 1997 and 7.1% in 2001. Polygamous men usually get married to single women.
The percentage of polygamous men who got married to single women in 2001 was 59.8%
compared with 33.9% for those married divorced women.

% Though divorce percentages are not high in the Palestinian Territory, a high

percentage of divorces occur to younger couples, which makes early marriage an
important issue to be taken into consideration into social education programs.
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¢ Crude divorce rate in the Palestinian Territory occupies a middle position among Arab
states, which means that the Palestinian Territory does not have a high divorce rate

compared with Arab states.

¢ According to studies, equal education and equal age are among the most important
factors in marriage stability where equal education can have positive impact on a
successful married life whereas different education levels can contribute to a divorce.

40





