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Preface

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics PCBS is pleased to issue the sixth annual bulletin on Foreign Trade Statistics in Palestine for the year 2000. After the Palestinian National Authority managed to take control of administrative, economic, financial and commercial institutions, a number of steps were taken to ensure the transition to statehood.  One such step concerns economic independence.

This report is useful for decision-makers at the political and economic levels for proper channeling of the flow of goods to and from Palestine. With it, PCBS hopes to pave the way for establishing sound economic relations with all countries.

The PCBS has been diligently working on compiling statistical information at the national level. One important achievement of PCBS is its  Foreign Trade Statistics Program which copes with the requirements of international and regional reporting.  Statistical comparisons in the area of foreign trade statistics shall cover all indicators pertinent to foreign trade statistics. Such indicators are among the basic data required by decision-makers at the political and economic levels, as well as by researchers and investors at the local and regional levels.

The classification used in the computation process is “Standard International Trade Classification, 1988” (SITC-Rev.3), as well as the correlation tables between the SITC and Classification by Broad Economic Catagories (BEC). 

This report provides data regarding imports, total exports, national exports, and monthly net balance trade by country.  Likewise, other data on imports and exports are available by means of transportation and passage. This stresses the need of foreign trade statistics program to determine the entry passages between West Bank and Israel. Also the report provides complete data on the national exported and re–exported goods by country of destination.  As for imports, relevant data are provided by material and country of origin, and complemented by other aggregated tables and statistical comparisons for 1999 and 2000. It is noteworthy to point out that such data are highly valuable for the system of national accounts, as well as for the balance of payments.

This report is implemented in spite of all difficulties and obstacles that labour group (administrative, technical and fieldwork) were exposed to, including mainly the Israeli procedures which affected all our people in the public and private institutions.

	October, 2002
	Hasan Abu Libdeh, Ph.D.

President
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