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Preface

The Palestinian tourism sector has a great potential of becoming the main contributor to the Palestinian GDP.  The tourism industry is however, crippled by a multiplicity of internal and external factors which are not leaving much room for this important economic activity to flourish.

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) is pleased to present the first issue of the second volume on “Hotel Activities in Palestine” which covers the statistics on hotel industry in the first quarter of 1996.  PCBS is hopeful to expand on its activities  in the future to cover all branches of the tourism industry in Palestine.

PCBS has started collecting data on the hotel industry since November 1995.  However, due to some reasons beyond our control, it was decided to limit these activities to the hotel industry.

This report addresses the main indicators of the hotel industry.  These indicators include; number of operating hotels, number of rooms and beds, room and public facilities in the surveyed hotels, number of persons engaged in hotels, number of person/night guest in the reference period, number of guests by nationality, sex, age and purpose of stay, and rates of bed occupancy and room occupancy.

It is hoped that the Hotels’ Survey conducted by PCBS comprises the first step towards a comprehensive statistical program that encompasses all aspects of tourism activities according to the latest international recommendations in this field.

December, 1996
Dr. Hasan Abu-Libdeh


                                               President
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Summary

1. Introduction:

PCBS is conducting a hotels’ survey which aims at producing a comprehensive data base on the hotel industry in Palestine.  Our ultimate goal is of course to compile and maintain data on tourism industry.  In this exercise, we hope eventually  to be able to  produce statistics regularly on the basic indicators recommended and adopted by WTO and the EU.   In the mean time, this initiative in its present format  aims to fill the existing gaps on the basic statistics of the hotel industry which might help to provide data  necessary for policy making for promoting this industry in the West Bank and Gaza Strip (WBGS).

This survey is conducted on a monthly basis to identify the changes in this sector during all seasons of the year. All hotels operating in the West Bank and Gaza Strip are covered. Hotels’ Survey program aims at establishing a time series including variables and indicators related to hotel industry.

 2. Objectives:

Through this survey program, we hope to provide a continuous flow  of data on:

1. Number of operating hotels and their number of rooms and beds.

2. Room and public facilities in the surveyed hotels.

3. Number of persons engaged in hotels.

4. Number of person / night guest in the reference period.

5. Number of guests by nationality, sex, age and purpose of stay.

6. Rates of bed occupancy and room occupancy.

 3. Main Findings for March, 1996:

3.1. Hotels:

 The total number of hotels in WBGS equals (64) hotels including (2828) rooms and (6121) beds distributed as follows:

 North (3) hotels including (45) rooms comprising (100) beds.

 Middle (8) hotels including (110) rooms comprising (248) beds.

 Jerusalem (39) hotels including (2055) rooms comprising (4513) beds.

 South (9) hotels including (445) rooms comprising (942) beds.

 Gaza (5) hotels including (173) rooms comprising (318) beds.

3.2. Capacity:

Rooms are distributed by capacity as follows:

 Single 
268 rooms.

 Double
2204 rooms.

 Tripple
241 rooms.

 Suits
72 suits.

 Other
43 other rooms.

3.3. Service Facilities:
 Conference halls: (51) accommodating (5610) persons.

 Restaurants        : (60) restaurants accommodating (7663) persons.

 Parkings             : (35) accommodating (579) cars.

3.4. Employment:

The number of persons engaged is as follows:

 (297) administratives (231 males And 66 females).

 (992) services workers (877 males & 115 females).

3.5.  Guests & Occupancy:

 Number of guests: (23853).

 Number of person/nights: (87508).

 Average occupancy rooms (1524.4)

 Room occupancy rate: (53.9%).

 Average occupancy beds (2822.8).

 Beds occupancy rate: (46.1%).

