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PALESTINIAN CHILDREN-ISSUES AND STATISTICS. No (3), 2000.

Chapter 1

Socio-Economic Reality

A child means every human being below the age of 18 years unless, under the law applicable to the child, maturity? is attained earlier.

(Child’s Rights Convention, Article 1)

Population Growth

Population projections indicate that of the estimated number of the de facto Palestinian population in the Palestinian Territory in the mid of year 2000, around 2.01 million lived in the West Bank and 1.14 million in the Gaza Strip. That is to say around 63.9% of the total Palestinian population lived in the West Bank, and 36.1% in the Gaza Strip. 

Figure (1-1): Number of de facto population in the Palestinian Territory by area (1997 - 2010)
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population in the Palestinian Territory, 1997 - 2025.
The estimated number of males living in the Palestinian Territory in mid of year 2000 amounted to 1.59 million compared to 1.55 million females, with a sex ratio of 102.0.

In the West Bank, the estimated number of males amounted to 1.01 million, compared to 0.99 million females, with a sex ration of 102.2. In the Gaza Strip, the estimated number of males amounted to 0.57 million, compared to 0.56 million females, with a sex ration of 101.7. Figure (1-2) shows the estimated sex ratio in the Palestinian Territory in the middle for selected years.

Figure (1-2): Estimated sex ratio in the Palestinian Territory by area (1997-2005)
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population in the Palestinian Territory, 1997-2025.
Figure (1-3) presents trends of population growth in the Palestinian Territory. The figure clearly shows an increase in the population annual growth rate for the period 1997–2001 and then decreases in time to reach 4.1% by the year 2010. 
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Figure (1-3): Average population growth in the Palestinian Territory by area (1997-2010)
Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population in the Palestinian Territory, 1997-2025.
Fertility

When compared to fertility levels prevailing in other countries, fertility levels in the Palestinian Territory are considered very high. Nevertheless, some existing evidence indicate that fertility rates have started to decrease in the past years. The estimates of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics indicate that there is a decrease in the crude birth rate during the second half of the past decade. The number of crude births per 1000 of the population was estimated at 42.7 in 1997 and 40.7 in 2000. It is expected that this number will continue to decrease until it reaches 34.9 in the year 2010. As for the total fertility rate, it decreased from 6.4 during the period 1985–1989 to 6.1in 1995, and 6.0 in 1997. 

Mortality

In general, the mortality level in the Palestinian Territory is low compared to other developing and Arab countries. Crude mortality rate in general and infant mortality rate in particular have been decreasing since the last decade. The crude mortality rate amounted to 4.8 per 1,000 persons of the population in 1997. Infant mortality rate amounted to 27.3 per 1,000 live births in the period 1990 – 1994 compared to 35.2 per 1,000 live births in the period 1985 – 1989. This resulted in an increase in life expectancy at birth, which amounted to 69.9 years for males and 73.4 years for females in 1997. It is expected to continue increasing until it reaches 73.8 for males and 76.7 for females in 2025. See figure (1-4).

Figure (1-4): Crude mortality rate in the Palestinian Territory by area (1997- 2025)
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Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population in the Palestinian Territory, 1997 - 2025.
Age Structure 

The Palestinian society in the Palestinian Territory is considered young. The percentage of individuals aged less than 18 years in the middle of 2000 was 53% of the total Palestinian population in the Palestinian Territory (i.e. 1,668,710 children), 49.1% female and 50.9% male. Estimates indicate that this percentage will decrease in time to 50.4% by 2010.
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Figure (1-5): Distribution of Children (aged 0-17 years) in the Palestinian Territory by Statistical Singular Years of Age and Gender-2000
Source: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population in the Palestinian Territory, 1997 - 2025.
When examining the demographic indicators for children, it is essential to classify them in age groups according to the development and the changes in their needs by age. The existence of a high percentage of children below the age of five years increases the burdens of the society in achieving a sufficient level of development that meets childhood needs. Children in the age group (0-4 years) constituted 18.5% of the total de facto population in the Palestinian Territory in the year 2000. This is equivalent to 34.9% of the total number of children in the Palestinian society. Girls aged less than 5 years constituted 49.1% of the total number of children in the same age group. On the other hand, children in the age group (5-9years) constituted 15.6% of the total number of the Palestinian population and 29.4% of the total number of children. Girls in the age group (5-9 years) constituted 49.2% of the total number of the population.

Children in the age group (10–14 years), are characterized as being in a preparatory stage before reaching adolescence. This stage requires special child rehabilitation at the educational, psychological and vocational levels in order to fully prepare them for entering adolescence as well as to make them productive and able to bear their responsibilities in the society. Estimates show that children in this age group constituted 12.8% of the total Palestinian population for the year 2000, a percentage equivalent to 24% of the total number of Palestinian children. The percentage of females in the (10–14) years age group was 49% of the total number of children in this age group. Children in the age group (15–17 years) was 6.4% of the total Palestinian population in the Palestinian Territory for the year 2000, a percentage equivalent to 12.1% of the total number of Palestinian children. The percentage of females in this age group (15–17 years) was 48.7% of the total number of children in this age group.

Early Marriage

Median age at first marriage in the Palestinian Territory was 18.8 years for females and 24.1 years for males in 1999. In the West Bank, mean age at first marriage was 18.9 years for females and 24.4 years for males. In the Gaza Strip, median age at first marriage was 18.7 years for females and 23.5 years for males.

Median age at first marriage for persons who have a university degree Bachelor Degree and above was 24.4 for females and 27.4 for males. As for persons who hold a preparatory school certificate at most, median age at first marriage was 16.8 years for females and 22.5 years for males.   

The percentage of persons who married before the age of 18 years in the Palestinian Territory was about 36.9% for females and 2.2% for males out of the total number of persons married in the same year. In the West Bank, this percentage was 35.7% for females and 1.9% for males. In the Gaza Strip, this percentage was 38.6% for females and 2.7% for males.

References

 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Population in the Palestinian Territory, 1997–2025.

 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Palestine Children-Issues and Statistics. No. 2. Ramallah- Palestine.

 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 1999. Small Area Population, 1997-2010. Ramallah- Palestine.

 Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2000. Marriage and Divorce in the Palestinian Territory – 1999. Ramallah- Palestine.

� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED Excel.Sheet.8  ���








� EMBED Excel.Sheet.8  ���





� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���





� EMBED MSGraph.Chart.8 \s ���








PAGE  
19

[image: image7.wmf]101

101.2

101.4

101.6

101.8

102

102.2

102.4

102.6

102.8

1997

1998

1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

West Bank 

Gaza Strip  

[image: image8.wmf]0

1

2

3

4

5

6

1997

1999

2000

2002

2004

2006

2008

2010

Year

Population Growth Rate

[image: image9.wmf] 

 

0

 

5

 

10

 

15

 

20

 

25

 

30

 

35

 

40

 

45

 

1997

 

1999

 

2001

 

2003

 

2005

 

2007

 

2009

 

2011

 

2013

 

2015

 

2017

 

2019

 

2021

 

2023

 

2025

Crude Births

 

 

Crude

 Mortalities

[image: image10.wmf]60,000

50,000

40,000

30,000

20,000

10,000

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

60,000

17

16

15

14

13

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

Age

Female

Male

[image: image11.wmf]_1028114113.xls
Chart2

		1997		1997

		1998		1998

		2000		2000

		2002		2002

		2004		2004

		2006		2006

		2008		2008

		2010		2010



West Bank

Gaza Strip

Year

Number of Population in Thousands

1788

996

1858

1040

2012

1138

2203

1262

2409

1400

2622

1547

2841

1705

3067

1871



Sheet1

		مدينة		قرية		مخيم				أقل من ثانوي		ثانوي		أكثر من ثانوي

		City		Village		Camp				< Secondary		Secondary		'> Secondary

		5.81		6.39		6.85				6.62		5.57		4.72

		Age Groups		West Bank		Gaza Strip		Palestinian Territory

		1997		1788		996		2783

		1998		1858		1040		3020

		2000		2012		1138		3634

		2002		2203		1262		4356

		2004		2409		1400		4740

		2006		2622		1547		5117

		2008		2841		1705		5435

		2010		3067		1871		5758



&C&P



Sheet1

		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0		0



&A

Page &P

مدينة City

قرية Village

مخيم Camp

مخيم Camp

أقل من ثانوي < Secondary

ثانوي Secondary

أكثر من ثانوي '> Secondary

المعدل 
Rate

شكل 12: معدلات الخصوبة الكلية تبعاً لخصائص مختارة (مكان الاقامة ، التعليم، الديانة)
Figure 12: Total Fertility Rates by Selected Variables (Place of Residence,  Education and Religion)
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شكل (12): معدلات الخصوبة الكلية تبعاً لخصائص مختارة (مكان الاقامة ، التعليم، الديانة)
Figure (12): Total Fertility Rates by Selected Variables (Place of Residence,  Education and Religion)
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