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Preface

Agriculture plays an important role in the Palestinian economy. The economic and social importance of agriculture should be addressed. Agricultural statistics form a major factor in developing an agricultural production system in the Palestinian Territory. This makes the agricultural sector more efficient providing decision-makers, with agricultural statistical indicators on a regular basis. These indicators should include farming structure, resources allocation, national agricultural accounts, agricultural market system, and others.

This report was decided to be published despite the limitations of the database due to the fact that there is a lack of statistical information about this vital sector. It is aimed to fill the data gap until it is possible to produce more precise data based on agricultural holdings. 

PCBS will take upon itself to cooperate with the Ministry of agriculture to fulfil this task and provide data users with recent and reliable information. Meanwhile, PCBS, would welcome any comments on this report. 

November, 1999
Hassan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D.
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Executive Summary

1. Introduction

Agriculture plays a significant and crucial role in the economic and social well being of the Palestinian people. Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics took the responsibility to bridge the gap of statistical data needed by researchers and decision makers, to draw plans that contribute in the development and progress of this sector.

This report aims to achieve three objectives: [1] to provide Palestinian statisticians with the opportunity to master their own agriculture statistical work, from data collection to dissemination of information. [2] to provide researchers and interested individuals with the agricultural statistical data needed.  [3] to pave the road for a productive user-producers dialogue, which should result in more useful and comprehensive agricultural statistics. 

This report is the fifth-Palestinian agricultural statistical report. In spite of the fact that the data used were collected by Ministry of Agriculture, this report will contribute to reduce the shortage of data that satisfy the needs for outstanding and meaningful agricultural statistics.

This statistical report depends on the questionnaire developed and filled through the Ministry of Agriculture and designed to cover the farming systems prevailing in the different representative localities.

2. Results and Findings

Data reveals that 1,861 thousand dunums were under cultivation in the Palestinian Territory for the agricultural year1997/1998. About 89.6% of this area was in the Remaining West Bank and 10.4% in the Gaza Strip. The total number of cattle was 22,050, while the total number of sheep and goats was 790,256. 

2.1 Plant Production

The results show that in 1997/1998, plant production area included: fruit trees forming 61.7%, vegetables 9.8% and cereal crops 28.5%.

About 68.4% of the fruit tree area in Gaza was irrigated, whereas in the Remaining West Bank it was only 2.8%. Most of the fruit production in Gaza Strip is used for citrus production. Olive production forms most of the fruit production in the Remaining West Bank, making up to 76.4%.

Results show that 182 thousand dunums of land is used for vegetable production in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip, 71.2% of this land is in the Remaining West Bank, while 28.8% is in Gaza Strip. About 52.8% of the vegetable area in the Remaining West Bank is irrigated while the rest is rainfed. Tomato and Squash are the main crops of vegetable produced, comprising 31.6% of the total vegetable area in the Palestinian Territory.

About 530.3 thousand dunums of land were used for cereal production. 94.6% of this area is rainfed, while only 5.4% is irrigated. Wheat production comprised 39.5% of the total cultivated area for cereals, with the largest area for wheat production in Hebron, then Jenin, Nablus and then Ramallah & Al-Bireh.

2.2 Livestock Production

Figures show that the total number of cattle (beef and dairy) was 22,050. Only 5,262 heads are in Gaza Strip. Baladi breeds are dominant in Tubas and Nablus. In Nablus the Holestine Friesian is the most common breed. Cattle production is most widespread in Nablus followed by Hebron and then Jenin.

Rearing of sheep is widespread in Hebron and Bethlehem. The total number of sheep in the Palestinian Territory reached 537,998 of which 30.7% are in Hebron alone. There are 252,258 heads of goat in the Palestinian Territory mainly in Hebron, Ramallah & Al-Bireh and Bethlehem.

Poultry farming were also widespread in the Palestinian Territory. 32.4% of Palestinian broiler production is found in Gaza Strip, followed by Hebron with 8,260 thousand birds, which equal to 21.4% of Palestinian production of broilers. The rest are mainly in Khan Yunis and Jenin. There were 2,061 thousand table egg layers in the Palestinian Territory, from which 834 thousand birds were in Gaza Strip and the remaining were in the Remaining West Bank. 

2.3 Agriculture Accounts

The value of agricultural production amounted to $ 953.6 million. About 64% is from plant production and 35.9% from livestock production. Gaza Strip and Jenin have each contributed to 25.4% and 14.5%, respectively, to the gross value of agricultural production.

The value of plant production amounted to  $ 611.3 million, 54.9% from fruit trees, 34.7% from vegetables, 9.2% from production of cereals and 1.2% from cut-flowers. 

The value of livestock production was $ 342.4 million. Livestock production includes dairy, meat, fishing, wool production, honey and others. The contribution of these sectors was the following: 61.1% from meat, 21.5% from dairy and 10.3% from table eggs. Geographically, the major contributors were Hebron, Jenin, and Ramallah & Al-Bireh.

As the cost of material inputs is $ 382.8 millions, the agriculturally added value is $ 570.8 millions, 71.2% of which is originated in the Remaining West Bank. 
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