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Preface
The crop of olives constitutes one of the main agricultural crops in Palestinian Territory. Production of Olive Oil is considered  as one of the important components of the Palestinian economy, which contributes ​almost a quarter of the total agricultural income.  The olive production is characterized with fluctuations in production in the different seasons. 

In its efforts to make data available on all components of the Palestinian National Accounts, the PCBS has taken upon it self the mandate of collecting data on olive production on an annual basis through a census of all Olive Presses operating  in West Bank and Gaza Strip during olive picking season.  This census is expected to be launched in mid October of each year.  Data collection is expected to be completed by the end of  January of the next year. 

This publication includes the findings of the first census on the production of olive presses in Palestine for the 1995 season.  We hope that this effort will contribute to the availability of data on various sectors of the Palestinian economic and social activities.

	February, 1996
	
	
	
	Dr. Hasan Abu-Libdeh

President
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Chapter One

Executive Summary

Overview

Olive production constitutes one of the main agricultural crops produced in Palestinian Territory, the area planted with olives constitutes 45% of the rainfed areas in Palestinian districts, excloding Gaza district. This activity contributes ​25%1 of the total agricultural income.  The olive production is characterized with fluctuations in production in the different seasons.  Naturally, the production of olive oil depends on the seasonal production of olives. Data on olive production will be collected on an annual basis through a census of all olive presses operating during olive picking season (mid October-January). This publication includes the findings of a survey on the production of olive presses in Palestine for the 1995 season

Objectives 

This survey aims at providing data on the following:

 Amount and value of olive oil production

 Value of item products inputs 

 Amount and value of electricity, water, and fuel consumption.

 Employment size and employees Compensation. 

 New capital additions on fixed assets during 1995.

 Value added of olive presses activity.

Questionnaire components

The questionnaire used for this census is composed of the following sections and items:

Identification: Which addresses the control items such as;
 Establishment number

 Activity code

 Survey year

 Olive Press commercial name

 Owner or manager name: The person entitled for providing comprehensive data on the Olive Press 

 Address of the Olive Press

 Type of Olive Press: e.g ancient press (millstone), half automatic, full automatic-one-line or full-automatic with two lines

 Actual data of starting work

 Date of work completion

Employees and wages:

Adresses data relating to indicators of employment and wages in Olive Presses, such as; number of employees and wages during different periods of remuneration payment with an explanation of whether they were in cash or in kind.

Production expense during the season:
1. Production inputs: value of operation inputs, e.g fuel, fats, electricity, water, repair parts....etc.

2. Miscellaneous expences: Value of industrial and non industrial services during the operation period including value of amounts due for maintenance, rent, transportation costs...etc

Production: Production was classified into;

1. Production of compressors: Refers to the production of ancient presses and half-automatic ones; it is arrived at through dividing the quantity of pressed olives by the quantity of squeezed oil..

2. Automatic lines: i.e automatic olives presses.  It is much easier to identify the quantity of pressed olives and squeezed oil in such a type of presses.

Fixed Assets: 

The fixed assets in accretion press refer to all assets durable for more than one year, for which an annual depreciation is registered.  These include Building, Machines and equipment, Vehicles, Furniture, and Others.  These assets are studied by identifying their book value, at the beginning of the year, and size of damaged  and lost assets to arrive at their book value at end  of the year.

Revenues

Revenues of the press, whether they were in cash or in kind, assist in the determination of the productivity of this sector.  In addition to the aforementioned indicators, the questionnaire includes other supplementary indicators that help in the determination of productivity and liquidity, e.g. lequidity rate which refers to the rate used by farmers in determining the quantity of pressed olives versus squerzed oil.

Chapter Two

Presentation of Findings

The followin table presents a summary of the main indicators of the survey:

	District
	Number of operating olive presses
	Number of workers
	Olive Input /Tons
	Oil Output /Tons

	Jenin
	44
	418
	17000
	4579

	Tulkarm
	55
	618
	11000
	2926

	Qalqiliah
	15
	220
	3436
	964

	Nablus
	31
	333
	4351
	1222

	Ramallah
	37
	391
	6224
	1681

	Bethlehem
	4
	51
	1004
	232

	Hebron
	19
	161
	3947
	995

	West Bank
	250
	2192
	46961
	12599

	Gaza Strip
	9
	89
	3088
	555

	Total
	214
	2281
	50050
	13154


Presentation of Ttables:

Table (1):  This table shows the main economic indicators for the activities of olives presses in year 1995.  These indicators include the number of operating presses, number of employed person, value of industrial service, and inputs considering the value-added tax by subtracting inputs (production inputs) from industrial service production (press revenues).The value added created from this economic activity reached to 7.21million NIS2 .

Concerning gross addition on fixed assets (406 Thous.NIS), it includes all assets purchased during the year excluding damaged assets and taking into account that these include annual consumption.

Table (2): This table shows employment size and employees compensations in olives presses activity for 1995 in Palestine.  It includes the following subjects: district, number of operating presses, number of workers including (paid employees, unpaid workers).  It also includes total wages and salaries in kind and in cash.  The total number of workers in 1995 was 2.281, of which 354 are unpaid workers, and 1.927 are paid employees, while total wages and salaries reached 1.85million NIS.

Table (3): includes employment, employees compensations in olives presses activity for 1995.  The same subjects covered in table (2) excluding district.  When classifying presses by type in terms of modern’s, the number of old presses was 19 while the number of modern presses was 195.  This constitutes a trend toward adopting technical development in olives presses activity.

Table (4): shows production and industrial services inputs in olive presses activity for 1995 by district in Palestine, including the following  variables:  number of operating presses, various production and services inputs represented by value of consumed spare parts and equipment, fuel, oils, water, electricity, repairs and maintenance, other various expenditures.


The total expenditures on production and industrial services inputs was 3.13 million NIS. Expenditures on spare parts constitute 31% of the total expenditures and expenditures on fuel and electricity constitute 30 %.

Table (5): shows the amount of olive input and oil output in 1995 for Palestine by district.  Among the main variables included in this table are: number of operating presses, amount of pressed olive by type of press.  It also covers amount and value of produced oil by type of press.  The units used in this table are kg for amount and NIS for value.

Table (6): shows the fixed assets of olive presses activity in 1995 by district including the following variables: number of operating presses, book value of assets at the beginning of survey year, total additions during the year (purchases, additions and improvements on assets), lost and damaged assets, value of annual consumption of assets, and estimation of book value at the end of survey year according to the following equation: book value at the end of the year = book value of assets at the beginning of the year + total additions - (damaged and lost assets annual consumption).


Studying fixed assets of this activity, it appeared that the rate of additions on assets during this year was low (0.01% of the book value at the beginning of the year).

Table (7): Shows geographic distribution of fixed capital formation of olive presses activity in Palestine by district including number of operating presses and costs of new fixed assets (buildings, constructions, machines, equipment, vehicles, electricity generators, and others).


The table shows that additions on assets focused on construction and equipment, the rate of each was 52% and 48%, respectively, of the total additions on assets which reached 203.4 thousand NIS in this year.

Table (8): shows additions on the fixed capital formation by type of olives presses.  The table indicates that modern presses have the big share in the additions on buildings and constructions in contrast to half-modern presses in which additions include mostly machines and equipment assets.  Concerning old presses, no additions took place on its fixed assets.

1 Applied Researches Institute, Rainfed farming in West Bank and Gaza Strip.  Bethlehem, 1994, P. 65





2  Average price exchange of one Dollar is  3.13 NIS 






