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Preface

The PCBS is responsible for making reliable demographic and social data available to  Palestinian officials and members of the public, including researchers.   Among the duties of the Bureau is the provision and analysis of demographic data pertaining to the Palestinian population both here and elsewhere.  A great deal of effort is being devoted at PCBS to institute a program on population statistics that provides such data.  There has been no Census in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip since 1967.  The available demographic data are, therefore, incomplete and lack credibility when checked for consistency as shown in a recent PCBS publication. In order to fulfill its responsibilities with regard to demographic information, the PCBS has conducted a fairly large demographic survey in the West Bank and Gaza Strip during April-July 1995.  This report presents detailed results on fertility and fertility desire of the Palestinian population from this study.

Initial Planning for this project began in early 1993, with backing from the PLO at that time. The project has as its  main objective the provision of basic demographic indicators at both the national and district levels.  Other purposes of the project include: Preparation of a master sample frame to be used for drawing household samples until the implementation of the population census; contribution to the institution building of PCBS, especially in the management of field operations; and testing instruments, procedures and instructions for use in  planning for the population and housing census.

This is an important study because it provides detailed demographic data on Palestinians residing in the West Bank and Gaza Strip according to international recommendations. Specifically, the survey was designed to furnish, among other things, basic information on population structure, fertility, mortality, migration, marriage, education, and housing conditions, at both the national and district levels.   This survey is, therefore, the first of its kind in the Occupied Territory, and should provide concerned parties with data useful for designing public policies, and for undertaking research.

May, 1998                                                                                   Hasan Abu- Libdeh, Ph.D.

                                                                                                                       President
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Summary

1.  Introduction
Reliable and current population statistics are essential for policy programming and for social and economic planning at all levels. There has been no census in the West Bank excluding Jerusalem (hereafter referred to as the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip since 1967.  As a result, existing demographic data on the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) remain incomplete and imprecise.                 

To improve the situation, the PCBS has decided to undertake a fairly large demographic survey. The main purpose of this survey is to provide basic demographic estimates at both the national and district levels, filling important gaps in existing statistics and reducing uncertainties surrounding the utility of available data.  Specifically, the survey provides detailed data on the following topics:

 Population structure

 Female fertility

 Fertility preference

 Infant and child mortality

 Maternal and adult mortality

 Internal and international migration

 Marriage

 Family and household composition

 Educational attainment

 Housing conditions.

This report contains detailed fertility and fertility desire data on these topics for the Palestinian population in the West bank and Gaza strip. The estimates are based on preliminary results from the Palestinian Demographic Survey, which was carried out from April 29, 1995 to July 23, 1995 by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics in collaboration with the Institute for Applied Social Science (FAFO).

This report is the fourth one in the Demographic Survey Topical Report Series (DSRS-TR).  In addition to the data and main results, the report provides a brief description of the survey methodology. A more detailed description of the technical terms and procedures used in the survey is provided in the report, The Demographic Survey in the West Bank and Gaza Strip: Preliminary Report (PCBS 1996).

Related and Forthcoming Report

Preliminary national level data on fertility and Fertility Desire from the Demographic Survey were published in the Report, The Demographic Survey in the West Bank and Gaza Strip: Final Report (PCBS 1997). District-level data on Fertility and Fertility Desire from the survey were provided in the District Report Series.

This report is the fourth one in the Demographic Survey Topical Report Series (DSRS-TR). It contains final result from the survey at both national and subnational (West Bank and Gaza Strip) levels. The results provided in this report cover the West Bank (including Jerusalem) and Gaza Strip population, and therefore the most recent updated estimates compared to their counterparts in the previous reports.

The PCBS will be pleased to provide special-purpose tabulation on various characteristics, not published here, upon request.
2. Definitions and Explanations

Age: 
The completed age in years of the person enumerated, which is the difference between the date of birth and the survey reference period.  The exact age is the time elapsed between the day of birth and a given day, including parts of a year.



Age at Marriage: 


The age of the individual in years at the time of his/her actual marriage.

Age-Specific Fertility: 
The number of births during a time period, usually a year, occurring to women of a specified age group divided by the number of women in the population of the same age group expressed as person-years.



Birth Interval: 


The time span calculated in months between the birth dates of two successive births for a woman.

Cell: 


The smallest geographical unit in which field work is carried out.  Cells’  boundaries must be clear and easy to recognize in the field.  Geographic markers such as  roads streets are usually used as cells’ boundaries.



Dates Calculation:


A year was considered 365.25 days and a month was considered 30.44 days when calculating dates.

Fertility: 
The actual reproductive performance of an individual, a couple, a group, or a population.



Geographic Divisions: 
Depending on the current administrative divisions, the Palestinian Territory was divided into two geographic areas: The West Bank and Gaza Strip.  The West Bank was divided into 8 Districts while Gaza Strip was divided into 3 Districts.  Localities in each District were determined on the basis of the current administrative divisions.  A unique code was given to each locality and each District.



Household: 
One person or  group of  persons with or without a family relationship who live in the same dwelling unit, who share meals and make joint provisions for food and other essentials of living.

 

Live Birth: 


A birth is considered live birth if the baby born has shouted, cried, or shown any characteristics of life at birth.

Living Children: 


Infants born alive and is still alive until the time of the interview regardless of their age and of whether they are staying with their mother or not.



Marriage Duration:


The duration between the date of the actual marriage and the survey reference date, calculated in years.

Pilot Survey: 


Duplication of the final  proposed survey design on a small scale from beginning to end.

Reference Date: 


The date referred to in calculating the vital rates and ages.  In this survey, it is 30/4/1995.

Stratum:
A statistical population category homogeneous in terms of characteristics and variables under investigation.



Total Fertility Rate: 


The average number of children that would be born alive to a women (or group of women) during her life time if she were to pass through her childbearing years conforming to the age-specific fertility rates of a given year.  The sum of age specific fertility rates multiplied by 5.



3. Main Findings

The Demographic Survey of the West Bank and Gaza Strip was carried out from April 29, 1995 to July 23, 1995.  In the survey, 15,735 households were successfully interviewed, which corresponds to 98.3 percent of those eligible in the sample.

3.1 Fertility

The fertility is quite high.  Overall the total fertility rate (the number of children a woman will get under prevailing fertility conditions) is 6.06, but this figure masks the important difference between the TFRs of 7.41 in the Gaza Strip and 5.44 in the West Bank.  There is evidence that fertility has started to decline, at least in the West Bank.

There is a difference in fertility by the education of women.  The TFR for those with less than secondary education is 6.32, for those with secondary education is 5.57, and for those with more than secondary is 4.52.

The mean of children that ever born for ever married Palestinian Women is 4.79, 0.30 of this mean are dead. This mean was 4.76 in the West Bank and 4.85 in Gaza Strip, of them dead 0.29 and 0.33 in the West Bank and Gaza Strip respectively.

3.2  Desire to have Children

About 11.3% of the Palestinian Women have the desire to have additional four or more male children, with noticeable difference between West Bank (9.3%) and Gaza Strip (14.6%). On the other hand the percentages are much lower when it comes to the desire to have four or more additional female children, 2.3% in the West Bank, 4.2% in the Gaza Strip.

The percentage of Palestinian women who don’t prefer to have more additional male children is very low (6.5% in West Bank, 4.9% in Gaza Strip) compared to those who don’t prefer to have more additional female children (24.4% in West Bank, 25.9% in Gaza Strip).

There is a difference in the desire to stop having children by age of the women. 13.8% of women who have the desire to stop having are  in the age group (25-29), 19.7% are in the age group (30-34), and 22.4% are in the age group (35-39).

The distribution of women who have the desire to space children by years of schooling shows that: 8.8% have completed more than 13 years of schooling, 24.0% have completed 10 to 12 years of schooling; 25.9% have completed 7 to 9 years of schooling, 27.9% have completed 1 to 6 years of schooling and 13% have not completed one years of schooling.

3.3  Ideal number of children from women Perception

The ideal number of children from women perception is 4.69 in West Bank and 5.32 in Gaza Strip. For refugee women it was 5.08 and 4.79 for non-refugee women. The mean was low (4.36) for educated women who have completed at least 13 years of schooling.

About 37.8% of West Bank Women, 29.4% of Gaza Women, 30.8% of refugee women and 37.0% of non-refugee women at the age group 15-19, believe that four is the ideal number of children. While, 35.7% of educated Women who have completed at least 13 years of schooling have this believe.

On the other hand, 30.8% of West Bank Women, 38.2% of Gaza women, 34.1% of refugee women and 28.2% of non-refugee women at the age group (50-54) believe that 6 is the ideal number of children. Also, 31.1% of Palestinian Women who have not completed one year of schooling have such believe.

4.  Methodology

4.1  The Questionnaire

The Demographic Survey questionnaire consists of seven parts: Control sheet, household roster, household mortality schedule, housing conditions schedule, relatives abroad schedule, women’s schedule, and birth history.

The questionnaire was worded in colloquial Arabic. Questions were written in full on the questionnaire and strict instructions were given to interviewers to read all questions verbatim during the interviews.

4.2  The Sample and the Frame

The target population in this sample survey comprises all households living in West Bank and Gaza Strip, excluding institutional population and nomads.

The sample design adopted is a stratified three-stage design for selection of households to be surveyed. At the first stage a sample of localities to be the Primary Sampling Units (PSUs), was selected. The sample localities have been subdivided into cells of approximately equal size, and a number of cells were selected randomly from each of the sample localities at the second stage. At the third and final stage, a sample of households was selected from the sample cells. The stratification is a subdivision of the PSUs according to district, administrative status of the locality, and estimated population size. The PSUs were selected independently for each stratum, and with probability proportionate to estimated population size.

The planned sample size was 15,000 households. However, due to the sampling frame imperfections which were envisaged, oversampling was carried out at a rate of approximately 30%.  

A detailed description of the sample design, response rates, variance calculation, and weighting is described in the Final Report.

4.3  Pilot Survey

A pilot survey was designed for testing the questionnaire, field work procedures and              instructions, data entry template and instructions, and the estimated costs. The survey took place on February 1995 in the District of  Jenin and Ramallah . A non representative sample of 160 housing units in rural, urban and camp areas were selected from these Districts for the pilot. The survey results were thoroughly evaluated and no major changes in the plan were required.

4.4  Field Operations
Data collection was carried out by 20 teams (14 in the West Bank and 6 in Gaza Strip)  of female interviewers between April 29,1995 and July 23,1995. Each team consisted of 5 interviewers, a supervisor, a field editor, and a lister.  Teams were distributed to the different Districts according to sample allocation, ranging between 1-3 teams in each District.  

All field staff received a two-week training session combining general social science research interviewing with specialized training on the demographic survey instruments and procedures.  Great attention was given to training  in order to ensure that the survey is carried out under the same conditions throughout the country, providing consistency in definitions, understanding, and wording of the questions. 

Field work procedures and organization were designed to ensure adequate supervision and the collection of high quality data. To this end, several quality control measures were used during fieldwork.

4.5  Data Processing

A data entry template was designed to reflect an exact image of the questionnaire, using EPI-INFO (Version 6.02) supported with NAFITHA-Version 4.00 (Arabization program). It included various electronic checks: logical check, range checks, consisting checks and cross-validation. Data entry was organized in a number of files, corresponding  to the main parts of the questionnaire.

Final tabulation of results was performed using the well know statistical package SPSS for Windows (version 6.0).
5.  Data Quality

The estimates reported here are subject to both sampling errors and nonsampling errors.  Sampling errors are due to the sample design, and are, therefore, easily measurable.  The estimated sampling errors for selected demographic variables at the national level are provided in the Final Report. 

Non sampling errors can occur at the various stages of survey implementation and  are generally difficult to evaluate statistically. They include errors resulting from non response, sample frame coverage, coding and classification, data processing, and response (both respondent and interviewer related).  Non sampling errors occur in every survey and this one is no exception. The use of effective training and supervision and the careful design of questions as measures have direct bearing on the magnitude of bias resulting from non sampling errors, and hence the quality of the resulting data.

The various checks performed on the survey data indicate the demographic data appear to be of very good quality.
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