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Important Remarks

The Statistics presented in this report are derived from various sources, which are not fully consistent and this should be taken into consideration.

The data presented in this report on the number of settlements, occupation sites are not consistent with what is reported from other sources due to the different definitions and classifications. 

There are no data about the population of Three settlements appeared in this report which are located in  Jerusalem, and Jericho & Al-Aghwar governorates. 

As a result of the use of a more precise technology in examination centers coordinates colonies, three settlements had been added
Sansana: Established in 1997. 
Nof  Ayyalon: Established in 1994. 
Newe  Shalom: Established in 1983. 

The Israeli official bodies in 2012 transformed Brukhin site, which was established in 1999 to a settlement, knowing that it was part of Ale Zahav settlement.
 
Estimating number of settlers in 2013 is based on the constant annual growth rate of the latest two years. 
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Introduction

Israeli settlement activities in Palestine constitute the most serious danger of the Israeli occupation and hampers the establishment of a viable national state of Palestine in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. With supported from the Israeli government, many Israeli organizations and institutions are working on the implementation of an organized program that aims to expand the settlements in Palestine. Indeed, the settlements network and the accompanying changes in demographical and topographical aspects are the main obstacle to establish a state of Palestine with geographical continuity.

The Israeli settlement movement not only affects the political stability and security in Palestine. It also destroys the social, economic, and environmental balance of Palestinian society and land by hampering the development of Palestinian society, polluting the Palestinian environment, and playing a significant role in controlling, destroying and cantonizing Palestinian communities and territory. Moreover, Israeli settlements are used as military bases to launch aggression, incursions and hostilities against the Palestinian people. 

We continue to publish annual reports in this series to present the main developments in Israeli settlement activities in Palestine. We have focused on presenting quantitative descriptions of a number of main indicators related to settlements and settlers.  

This report contains statistical data for the year 2013, about the population and geographical indicators of Israeli settlements in the West Bank: the number of settlers, the level and nature of settlement, the geographical spread, prevalent ideology, and other related subjects.

This report is divided into three chapters:  The first chapter contains the main findings.  The second chapter explains the methodology of the collection and tabulation of data, and data quality and the assessment of data sources.  Finally, the third chapter presents the concepts and definitions in this report
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Chapter One

Main Findings

1.1 Settlements 
There were 148 settlements in the West Bank at the end of 2013. 26 settlements of them were in Jerusalem governorate distributed by 16 settlements in Jerusalem (J1), and 10 settlements in Jerusalem (J2).
	
Number of Settlements in the West Bank, by Governorate, 2013
	




1.2 Settlers Population
Data indicate that there were 580,801 settlers in the West Bank in 2013. The majority of these settlers, 281,684 in total, live in Jerusalem governorate. This figure comprises 206,705 settlers within Jerusalem governorate (J1).

Number of Settlers in the Settlements in the West Bank, by Governorate, 2013
	


1.3 Stages of Settlement
Stage One, 1976-1967: Settlement building was established selectively within a colonization policy based on quality, not quantity; settlements in this stage were concentrated in Jerusalem and the Jordan Valley, inspired by the Allon Plan.

Stage Two, 1984-1977: During this stage the settlement movement grew in influence and promoted the building and expansion of settlements. 

Stage Three, 1985-1990:  During this stage colonialism accelerated and the number of settlements grew to match the pace of the first stage.

Stage Four, 1991-2013:  Israel expanded existing settlements during this period to compensate for the lack of new settlements. Expansion was achieved through population growth and the establishment of new ‘neighborhoods’ within existing settlements. 

The number of settlements has increased overall from one settlement in 1967 to 148 settlements in 2013.  

Number of Settlers in the Settlements in the West Bank by Year, 1989-2013
	



1.4 Nature of Settlement in the West Bank
In 2013, there were 52 urban settlements in the West Bank, with 22 of them in Jerusalem governorate. Settlers in urban settlements represent 89.0% of all settlers in the West Bank, and 98.5% of all settlers in Jerusalem governorate. In Qalqiliya governorate 92.7% of all settlers in the governorate are live in urban settlements; while in Bethlehem governorate urban settlers make up 91.9% of all settlers; in Ramallah & Al-Bireh governorate they make up 87.4% of settlers; and in Salfit governorate they make up 70.6% of settlers in the governorate. There are no urban settlements in Jenin, Tulkarm and Tubas governorates.

In 2013, there were 96 rural settlements in the West Bank: 49 of them are classified as communal settlements with a population of 46,072 settlers, followed by moshav settlements (17 settlements with a population of 4,041 settlers).


1.5 Geographical Dispersion in the West Bank

Eastern Strip: 
At the end of 2013, this area included 28 settlements with a population of 6,274 settlers; this represents 1.1% of all settlers in the West Bank.

Mountain Strip: 
At the end of 2013, this area included 31 settlements with a population of 52,017 settlers; this represents 8.9% of all settlers in the West Bank.

Western Hills Strip: 
At the end of 2013, this area included 52 settlements with a population of 171,772 settlers; this represents 29.6% of all settlers in the West Bank.

Greater Jerusalem Strip:
At the end of 2013, this area included 37 settlements with a population of 350,738 settlers; this represents 60.4% of all settlers in the West Bank.



Chapter Two

Methodology and Data Quality

This section presents the methodology used in data collection from different sources: Applied Research Institute-Jerusalem (ARIJ), Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics, Jerusalem Institute for Israeli Studies, and Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories - B'TSELEM.  

2.1 Coverage
Data of Israeli settlements include all the areas classified by the Palestinian Official sources as West Bank, including settlements in J1, and no-man’s-land in Ramallah & Al-Bireh Governorate, closed military areas along the green line in the West Bank.

Figures in the Israeli Settlements in Palestine Report were based on the database created to supply data about Israeli settlements in Palestine.

2.2 Data Sources

Israeli Settlements Database:
Starting in 2002, PCBS has created and developed a database including all the Israeli settlements in Palestine. The database has been continuously updated using various data sources, such as the Palestinian Ministry of Planning, and a number of Palestinian and Israeli sources, in addition to estimates based on statistical assumptions.

Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics:
ICBS represents the main source of data on annual population of Israeli settlements and the establishment date of settlements, the type of settlements, regional council and institutional affiliations.

It should be noted that this data source only covers Israeli settlements located in the West Bank. There are no data on settlements in the Jerusalem area (J1).

Foundation for Middle East Peace: 
FMEP represents the main source of data on annual population of Israeli settlements with a population of less 5000

The Jerusalem Institute for Israeli Studies:
The Jerusalem Institute for Israeli Studies represents the main source of data for the settler population of the settlements located in the Jerusalem area (J1).

2.3 Data Processing
The Israeli settlements database contains many fields necessary for the preparation of tables; this database is updated annually and statistical tables were extracted based on the updated data.  Updating the data relates to the population of each settlement and the classification of new fields as either updated or revised as follows:
1. Linking the population of each settlement with a population of attribution and the settlements for which data are available; data are usually updated yearly by Israeli statistics.
2. After updating the database, comprehensive editing and comparisons were done to examine the logic and consistency of the figures compared with previous data.
3. Matching the results in the database with the results in the original sources and within the same geographic area of comparable data.
4. Extraction tables and verification of results.

2.4 Accuracy of the Data 

Number of Population: 
Due to the absence of data about the  number of settlers in the settlements, PCBS get the data based on the constant annual growth rate of the latest two year in estimating the absence data., Due to the unusual dimension of population growth, the sources of this growth cannot respond to hypotheses that include demographic exceptions, particularly flow of immigration or political trends that lead to discrepancies in population levels.


However, the general estimates at the level of the West Bank are statistically accurate and reflect a margin error of  6%.

2.5 Technical Notes
· For the purpose of correlating area with population, a number of settlements in Jerusalem-J1 were joined together in this report. As a result, the number of settlements was reduced from 22 settlements in 2003 to 16 in the period 2004-2013. It should be emphasized that this decrease does not in any way point to an actual reduction in the number of settlements in that area.   
· There is a lack of coverage of some data from all sources.
· Data derived from the publications of the Israel Central Bureau of Statistics do not include that part of Jerusalem annexed by Israel in 1967, in addition to settlements annexed by Israel from Ramallah and al-Bireh or Hebron governorates.
· The statistics presented in this report are derived from various sources which are not fully consistent and it is therefore advisable to take this into consideration when using these statistics.











Chapter Three

Concepts and Definitions

A Settlement:	
A settlement, which is considered by the Israeli occupation as legal settlement and meets locality conditions. The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics defines a locality as follows: 
An inhabited place according to the following criteria:
1. Mainly has 20 or more inhabitants.
2. Self-ruled.
3. Not included in the formal borders of another locality.
4. Formally recognized.  
In addition to the settlements and Jewish neighborhoods; located in Jerusalem (J1). 

Outpost:
Civil or semi military building, which is not recognized by Israeli authority. However, the recognition would come later at the politically correct moment. Accordingly, an outpost may become a settlement or a military base.
	
Occupation Site:
Includes settlements, outposts, military settlements, semi-military settlements, agricultural settlements, Israeli industrial areas and Israeli military bases.
	
Yesha Council:
It refers to the council that represents settlers in the West Bank except that part of Jerusalem which was forcefully Annexed by Israel following its occupation of the West Bank in 1967. Yesha is also the representing body of a number of regional councils.
	
Regional Council:  
It’s an administrative authority representing a number of settlements.
	
Built –Up land in the Occupation Site:
It refers to all areas of human activity within a settlement including built-up areas, service facilities, public parks, squares, and roads. It excludes any land that is planned for construction according to the structural plan of the occupation site or confiscated land to be annexed later to the occupation site.
	
Urban Settlement:  
It’s a settlement that has 2000 or more inhabitants, beside those settlements located inside Jerusalem area (J1), which are classified as urban settlements regardless of the number of population.
	
Rural Settlement:	
It’s a settlement that has less than 2,000 inhabitants, also includes agricultural localities,  excluding settlements located inside Jerusalem area (J1), which are classified as urban settlements regardless of the number of population.

Moshav:	
It refers to the rural settlement organized as a cooperative association, which has the right to agricultural farmland (as defined by the Israel Lands Administration). These settlements consist of family units, each of which is an independent economic entity. Part of the production and economic administration of the moshav is handled by the cooperative association, and the residents determine the degree of cooperation.

Collective Moshav:
It refers to a collective rural settlement where production and marketing are cooperative and consumption is private.
	
Kibbutz:	
It refers to a collective rural settlement with cooperative production, marketing, and consumption.
	
Institutional Settlement:	
It refers to an institution, which has the characteristics of a settlement but is not within the administrative boundaries of another settlement.
	
Communal Settlement:	
It refers to a settlement organized as a cooperative association, which has no right to farmland and its members determine the extent of its cooperative activities concerning production, consumption, municipal, and social activities.
	
Other Rural Settlement:	
It’s a settlement that has less than 2,000 inhabitants and not found in any type of the settlements above.
	
Geographical Dispersion of the West Bank:
This classification divides the West Bank into four areas (strips): the mountain strip, the western hills strip, and greater Jerusalem strip.  

Each area includes settlements that share certain similarities in terms of topography, proximity to Palestinian communities and main roads, economic infrastructure, the composition of the population, distance from the Green Line, and other similarities. 

The Eastern Strip:  includes the Jordan Valley area and the shores of the Dead Sea (outside the Green Line), as well as the eastern slopes of the mountain range that divides the entire West Bank from north to south. 

The Mountain Strip:  the area on or adjacent to the peaks of the mountain range. This area is also known as the watershed line or the mountain-peak area. 

The Western Hills Strip:  includes the western slopes of the mountain range, and extends to the Green Line to the west.

Greater Jerusalem Strip:  this area extends across a wide radius around West Jerusalem. Although in purely geographical terms this area lies mainly in the Mountain Strip, it has unique characteristics that demand separate attention.

Average altitude (Meters):	
The average height of land above the level of the Sea (meter) in relation to main population center.

Jerusalem (J1):	
Those parts of Jerusalem, which were annexed by Israel in 1967.  These parts include the following localities: (Beit Hanina, Shu’fat Refugees Camp, Shu’fat, Al’ Isawiya, Sheikh Jarrah, Wadi Al - Joz, Bab Al-Sahira, As Suwwana, At -Tur, Jerusalem “Al - Quds”, Ash - Shayyah, Ras Al-Amud, Silwan, Ath – Thuri, Jabal Al – Mukabbir, As – Sawahira Al – Gharbiya, Beit Safafa, Sharafat, Sur Bahir, and Um Tuba, Kufr A’qab).
		
Jerusalem (J2):
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Includes the remaining parts of Jerusalem governorate, namely: Rafat, Mikhmas, Qalandya Refugee Camp, the Bedouin Community-Jaba’, Qalandya, Beit Duqqu, Jaba’, Al-Judeira, Beit Anan, Al-Ram, Dahiat Al-Bareed, Al-Jib, Bir Nabala, Beit Ijza, Al-Qubeiba, Khirbet Um Al-Lahem, Biddu, An-Nabi Samu’eil, Hizma, Beit Hanina Al Tehta, Qatanna, Beit Surik, Beit Iksa, A’nata, The Bedouin Community – Al-Khan Al-Ahmar, Az Za’eem, Al-Sawahreh Al- Sharqiyeh, Ash-Sheikh Sa’d, The Bedouin Communities. Al-Eizariya, Abu Dis.	
	
A set of special symbols was used in the tables of this report
(-):	Nil
(..):	Data not available
(R):      Revised Figures 
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Formal Settlements	Jerusalem	Ramallah 	&	 Al-Bireh	Hebron	Jericho 	&	 Al- Aghwar	Bethlehem	Salfit	Nablus	Qalqiliya	Tubas	Jenin	Tulkarm	26	26	20	17	13	13	11	7	7	5	3	Governorate

Number


Jerusalem	Ramallah 	&	 Al-Bireh	Bethlehem	Salfit	Qalqiliya	Hebron	Nablus	Jericho 	&	 Al- Aghwar	Tulkarm	Jenin	Tubas	281.7	113.3	69.400000000000006	36.200000000000003	34.300000000000004	18.3	14.6	5.8	2.9	2.4	1.9000000000000001	Governorate


Number in thousands


Number (Thousands)	1989	1990	1991	1992	1993	1994	1995	1996	1997	1998	1999	2000	2001	2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	202.9	221.3	238.1	252.5	268.7	285.8	296.89999999999969	313.60000000000002	326.10000000000002	341.9	361.1	379.1	391.1	405.1	419.4	434.6	448.4	465.4	482.8	495.00400000000002	505.78699999999805	523.81999999999948	541.82399999999996	561.54	580.79999999999995	Year

Number (Thousands)

]25[

image2.wmf
±


oleObject1.bin

image1.jpeg
\7




