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Note to Users

The following observations should be taken into account when using this report:
· The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics adopted the Tourism Satellite Account Maual of 2008 issued by the World Tourism Organization - UNWTO as a comprehensive statistical framework to guide all work on tourism accounts.

· This report covers the key findings of the first three tables in the Tourism Satellite Account (TSA) (the TSA system consists of ten tables). The three tables were used to measure the expenditure of inbound tourism to Palestine, expenditure by domestic tourism in Palestine, expenditure from internal tourism in Palestine (including total inbound tourism and domestic tourism), and expenditure on tourism outside of Palestine (Palestinian expenditure abroad).

Table of Contents

	Subject

	Page

	
	List of Tables
Introduction
	

	
	
	

	Chapter One:
	Main Findings
	[17]

	
	1.1 Inbound tourism expenditure in Palestine
	[17]

	
	1.2 Domestic tourism expenditure in Palestine
	[17]

	
	1.3 Internal tourism expenditure in Palestine
	[18]

	
	1.4 Outbound tourism expenditure by Palestinians abroad
	[19]

	
	
	

	Chapter Two:
	Methodology and Data Quality
	[21]

	
	2.1 Methodology
	[21]

	
	2.2 Data Quality
	[23]

	
	

	Chapter Three:
	Concepts and Definitions
	[25]

	
	

	
	Tables 
	[31]

	
	

	
	



	
 







 List of Tables

	Table
	Page

	Table 1:
	Inbound tourism expenditure to Palestine by products and classes of visitors, 2009
	33


	
	
	

	Table 2:
	Domestic tourism expenditure in Palestine by products and classes of visitors , 2009
	34

	
	
	

	Table 3:
	Outbound tourism expenditure for Palestinians abroad by products, 2009
	35

	
	
	

	Table 4:
	Selected indicators for tourism sector for Palestine, 2009 
	36

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	






Introduction

As the main provider of official statistics for Palestine, PCBS has developed a Palestinian Tourism Satellite Account to provide accurate indicators on expenditure from tourism in Palestine and to assist in policy and decision making.

Tourism Satellite Accounts are designed to provide a systematic statistical description of the tourism sector as a whole. They aim to supply detailed statistics on transactions between the various components of the tourism sector as well as on expenditure by inbound and domestic visitors.  It is vital to be able to measure growth rates and trends in economic performance in the tourism sector. Therefore, compilation of a tourism satellite account which is consistent and coherent with national accounts and balance of payment figures and comprises systematic time series data and a comprehensive framework is crucial to enable future comparisons and advanced economic analysis to take place.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]PCBS adopted the Tourism Satellite Account manual 2008 issued by UNWTO as a comprehensive framework for statistical work on the tourism account.  The compilation of a tourism satellite account for 2009 required revision of different methodologies and guidelines to ensure relevancy within the Palestinian context. The team dedicated to the tourism satellite account demonstrated commitment and professionalism in establishing the system and work has now been completed on the Palestinian Tourism Satellite Account for 2009.

This report presents the main indicators of the tourism satellite account in Palestine and data on expenditure on tourism services. PCBS hopes that this report will assist planners and decision makers to monitor and further improve the tourism sector in Palestine.
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