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 Chapter Four

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Cultural and Recreational Status of Children


State parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the child’s age and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts. 	            
(Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 31-1)

State parties shall respect and promote the right of the child to participate fully in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and equal opportunities for artistic, cultural and recreational and leisure time activity. 
(Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 31-2)


Children’s cultural education is a basic element of a social process of upbringing and transforming the newborn from a biological entity into a social being. Cultures go beyond socialization to develop the child’s personality and national identity. Strengthening of the cultural and recreational rights of Palestinian children has taken place by the incorporation of these rights into the National Plan for the Palestinian Child prepared by the national committee and endorsed by the PNA in 1995. The plan is in line with the International Convention of the Rights of the Child sanctioned by the UN General Assembly in 1989. Cultural and recreational rights have since become inseparable parts of a child’s rights as a human being, as stated in Article 31 of this Convention. 

The culture of Palestinian children stems from their Palestinian Arabic heritage, philosophy, religion, norms, values, traditions, the 1988 Declaration of Independence and national Palestinian, Arab and Islamic aspirations. Knowledge and information are acquired through the Arabic language by which interpersonal communication, self-expression and openness to Arab culture are made possible. The child’s knowledge is also enriched through arts, music, literature, technology, and investment in recreational activities and leisure time.

4.1 Computer Use
In 2011, the percentage of children (10-17 years) who used a computer was 75.1% (81.9% in the West Bank and 64.4% in the Gaza Strip) with no significant difference between males (76.7%) and females (73.5%). 

4.2 Internet Use
The results showed that four out of ten children in the 10-17 age group (43.6%) have access to an Internet service and know how to use it, while four out of ten children (39.0%) do not have even a minimal understanding of the Internet.

The most common reasons given for using the Internet were: leisure and entertainment purposes 32.8% (33.5% for males and 31.9% for females) compared to 26.0% in 2006; study and research 23.3% (16.2% for males and 31.3% for females) compared to 25.6% in 2006; and to access an email service 21.8% (28.6% for males and 14.1% for females) compared to 8.7% in 2006,

 
Figure (4-1): Percentage distribution of children (aged 10-17) by use of Internet in 2006 and 2011

Sources: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2006. Household Survey on Information and Communications Technology, 2006: Main findings. Ramallah-Palestine
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011.  Household Culture Survey, 2011. Main Findings Report.  Ramallah-Palestine.


4.3 Availability of Information Technology in the Family
Since the family plays an important role in the development of the child's personality and in the pattern of social and cultural interaction with the child, the availability of information technology within the family is a significant factor in providing optimal use of cultural and recreational resources for the child.

Data showed that the percentage of households with children (below the age of 18) who own computers totaled 55.6% in 2011 compared to 36.0% in 2006. The percentage of households with children who have Internet access totaled 31.8% in 2011 compared to 17.1% in 2006.
 
The percentage of households with children (below the age of 18) who own a television was 97.8% in 2011. The percentage of households with children (below the age of 18) who own a satellite dish in Palestine was 95.4% in 2011 and 20.4% of them owned video player. 













Figure (4-2): Percentage of items of entertainment available in households with children below 18 years of age in 2006 and 2011

 Sources: Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2006. Household Survey on Information and Communications Technology, 2006: Main findings. Ramallah-Palestine.
Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2011.  Household Culture Survey, 2011. Main Findings Report.  Ramallah-Palestine.
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