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Preface

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has since its inception, strived to build and further develop Palestine’s official statistics that is tailored to the needs of society and in accordance with the international recommendations.

As women are considered important contributor in comprehensive development, PCBS has given the production of gender statistics a high priority and ensured the availability of all possible indicators by gender to serve planning and policy making in achieving women empowerment and active participation in society.

PCBS has since 1996, through its Gender Statistics Program, developed comprehensive database on a range of gender relevant indicators in Palestine, and disseminated series of annual reports on the status of women and men identifying the gaps in their rights.

This report is the eighth in a series of specialized reports on gender issues disseminated by PCBS to shed light on the status of women and men in the Palestinian society and to provide adequate data necessary for related policy-making.

PCBS hopes that this report constitutes an effective tool in strengthening the basis of statistical data and indicators on women and men, and raises awareness among policy makers, planners and non-governmental organizations and advocates on gender issues.
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Introduction

The issue of women is undoubtedly fundamental in the public life of all societies, whatever their differences in customs, traditions, and concepts. The issue has also become an important platform in the field of research, studies, conferences, and international forums. Women's rights, recognition, empowerment, and their active role in society have emerged as fundamental to social development and progress in political and economic life. These developments in the status of women may lead to changes in legislation, as happened in the development of learning and educational theories as a result of greater female involvement in this area. The marginal role of women is a result of the dominance of males on economic life.

Female empowerment does not demand the marginalization of men but comes through the promotion of women's economic role and active position in the labor market to achieve equity in employment, wages, and training. Therefore, the social, economic, and political empowerment of women are perquisites for national development.

This report is a new publication by PCBS as part of a series of specialized reports on gender issues. It aims to shed light on the status of men and women in Palestinian society and to provide the data necessary for policy-making pertinent to gender equity.

The report presents a selected group of key indicators about gender issues from six relevant perspectives: demographic indicators, education, culture and information technology, health, labor force indicators, and indicators about public life. The report is based on different data sources, namely the surveys conducted by PCBS (labor force survey, Palestinian family health survey and others) and administrative records of public and private institutions. The report presents results drawn from data series for the period 2000-2011 to reflect various gender issues from a comprehensive perspective.
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