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Chapter One

Jerusalem Under Occupation
Background

Jerusalem is one of the great historic cities and has attracted different peoples and civilizations throughout history. Although Jerusalem has undergone more than twenty five different attacks and sieges, it has survived all attempts to change its identity and vitality. Jerusalem is the cradle of three monotheistic faiths and the holiest city of all. It is the first Qiblah of Islam (the direction to which Moslems turn to pray), the site from which Prophet Mohammad ascended to heaven, and the site of Christ’s resurrection.

The Jerusalem governorate lies in the center of the West Bank at longitude 28 64 15 to the west, 29 63 19 to the east, and through latitude 05 45 12 to the south and 34 37 14 to the north.  

There are 44 communities in Jerusalem governorate (according to the administrative divisions of the Population, Housing and Establishments Census of 2007). 
The capital of Palestine has been given many names by founders or invaders and a review of these names has historical significance for researchers. These names, referred to in many documents and manuscripts in the world, shed light on the conflicts that have taken place between various civilizations over Jerusalem. This is evident from the different names given to the city by the Canaanites, Persians, Greeks, Romans, and Islamic nations. The Jebusites castle, currently known as Jerusalem, was built six thousand years ago. This name has had a unique and distinctive echo throughout history as a location and civilization. 
Major Names of Jerusalem
 
1. Jebusites castle: Named after the Jebusites 

2. Jebusites: Named after the Jebusites 

3. Urshalem: Shalem is a Canaanite Deity meaning peace.
4. Ursalem: Salem is a Canaanite name meaning peace.
5. Saleem: Saleem is a Canaanite name meaning peace.
6. Shaleem: Shaleem is a Canaanite name meaning peace.
7. City of David: Named after Prophet David.
8. City of God
9. Shaleem: Shaleem was mentioned during the time of Christ; the name appears in the Gospel.
10. Uarushalem: Mentioned in the ancient Canaanite writings.
11. Jerusalem: A Latin name derived from the Canaanite name.
12. Ya Bayti: An ancient Egyptian name originated from the Canaanite name, which occurred in the hieroglyphic writings. 
13. Aelia Capitolina: The initial name of the Roman Emperor Hadrian in 135 AD who captured Jerusalem at that time. 
14. Bayt Al-Maqdis: Holy Jerusalem 
15. Al-Quds Al-Shareef: Holy Jerusalem  
In addition, Jerusalem had many names such as Efen, City of Rivers, City of Valleys, Yuhestic, Nurmistik, Nur es-Salam, Nur el-Ghasaq, Yara, Keileh, Aryana, Jepsti, Ufel, Milo, Akra, Antokhia, etc. 

Jerusalem Under Israeli Occupation 
Jerusalem and other Arab Palestinian towns fell under Israeli military occupation in 1967. Following its occupation of the West Bank, of which Jerusalem is an integral part, on June 28, 1967, Israel issued the first illegal administrative order by announcing the annexation of Arab Jerusalem (approximately seven km2) and other areas in the western part of the city (the total area of which was around 38 km2 at that time).  This was followed by other illegal procedures, including the dissolution of the Palestinian Municipal Council; distribution of Israeli identity cards to Palestinian Jerusalemites; the nullification of Jordanian laws, courts and banks; the imposition of Israeli curricula on the Palestinian education system; and other actions. Such measures aimed to remove and cleanse any feature of Arab rule and subject the land and the population to Israeli control.      
In order to create a state of geographic integrity with cities inside Israel, the boundaries of Jerusalem were extended by annexing more land from the occupied West Bank, almost a two-fold extension compared to the total area of the Jerusalem governorate prior to June 1967. This was carried out by annexing land, along with the complete destruction of any Palestinian communities that might threaten or obstruct the intended geographic integrity, especially on the western side of the governorate. The demolition and complete depopulation of three Latroun villages (Emwas, Yalu and Beit Nuba) was the ultimate example of the ethnic cleansing measures that Israel took in this respect.  
Israeli illegal measures then underwent serious acceleration with the tightening of a settlement belt around Jerusalem as preventive security and a first line of defense along its borders. This implied the adoption of a more aggressive land confiscation policy by the Israeli government, which targeted thousands of dunums of Palestinian land under different pretexts. The final process was the building of the Expansion and Annexation Wall to the borders of the ‘Jerusalem Municipality’. The construction of the wall in the north completely isolated many communities (both land and population) in Jerusalem governorate, forcing the population to migrate outside the borders of the wall area.

As a result of the wall, 86,980 dunums of land were confiscated from Jerusalem governorate, in addition to the displacement of 2,940 households and 21,600 people. 

Thus, the Israelis succeeded in achieving their plans for the future and illegally securing many aspects towards making Jerusalem its capital city without a formal declaration. Geographically, the boundaries of the occupied city have been expanded to an extent that allows the absorption of as many settlers as possible. Demographically, less populated Palestinian communities were annexed, while obstructing any growth of communities. A settlement belt has been achieved and functions as a wall that surrounds and encircles Jerusalem.

Despite Palestinian, Arab and international opposition to Israeli policies, following thirteen years of military occupation of Jerusalem, namely on July 30, 1980, the Israeli Knesset enacted the Basic Law stipulating that “Unified Jerusalem is the capital city of Israel”. 

From Israel’s viewpoint, it succeeded in encircling Jerusalem and accomplishing its long-held goal through illegal administrative regulations and measures that imposed its authority over the Arab city. This includes annexation and domination over various aspects of living conditions of the Palestinian people via the creation of new realities on the ground. These endeavors are intended to legitimize its illegal actions and exclude Arab Jerusalem from the context of relevant UN and international resolutions.

International resolutions and conventions, primarily the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, completely reject any change in the status of occupied territories. Articles 49 and 53 of the third section of the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 prohibit all practices of the Israeli occupation, including demolition, evacuation, depopulation, and endangering the security and lives of people.
The annexation of East Jerusalem to the Western part of the city in order to form a unified capital of Israel was opposed by the whole world, apart from the Dominican Republic. Except for two small states, no countries moved their embassies to Jerusalem despite the fact that the illegal annexation took place more than thirty years ago and although more than twenty years have elapsed since enactment of the Basic Law making Jerusalem the capital of Israel. World states and the UN, including the Security Council and other international agencies and organizations, still deal with Jerusalem as part of the occupied West Bank to which relevant UN resolutions apply: Security Council Resolutions 242, 252, 253, 254, 267, 298 and General Assembly Resolutions 2253, 2254. These Resolutions stress that international legitimacy considers the annexation of Jerusalem to be illegal, that there is opposition to Israel having Jerusalem as its unified capital, and that the Arab identity of Jerusalem is deeply rooted in Arab Palestinian history.

Demolished Communities in Jerusalem in 1948
The most prominent effects of the Israeli occupation are depopulation and land domination. The area of Jerusalem occupied in 1948 was almost completely destroyed in terms of infrastructure and buildings. The majority of the population was uprooted during the war. and some of them sought refuge in the eastern part of the city, while others settled in other Palestinian governorates and in Arab and other countries in the world. The number of Palestinians depopulated at that time is estimated to be 98,000 persons with property amounting to 272,735 dunums. 
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