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Preface

The PCBS is pleased to present the fifteenth annual report on the Palestinian Labour Force Survey Programme. This programme consists of an integrated series of labour force surveys, the first of which was issued in October 1995.  The Palestinian Labour Force Survey Programme conducts surveys quarterly.

The main objective of collecting data on the Palestinian labour force including components of employment, unemployment and underemployment, is to provide basic information on the relative size and structure of the Palestinian labour force. Data collected at different points in time provide a basis for monitoring current trends and changes in the labour market and in employment.  These data supported with information on other aspects of the economy provide a basis for the evaluation and analysis of macro-economic policies.

This report provides data on labour force, covering standard classifications, economic activity, occupation, employment status, and other related variables, as well as the demographic characteristics of the work force (population aged 15 years and Over).

We hope that this report will provide Palestinian planners, researchers and decision makers with revised and accurate statistical data on the Palestinian labour market.

	April, 2010
	Ola Awad

Acting PCBS President
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Executive Summery

The PCBS has started conducting a continuous labour force household survey since October 1995. By the end of 2009, 55th rounds of labour force survey has been conducted on a seasonal bases except the first two rounds that were conduced biannually.

The main objective of collecting data on the labour force and its components, including employment, unemployment and underemployment, is to provide basic information on the size and structure of the Palestinian labour force.  Data collected at different points in time provide a basis for monitoring current trends and changes in the labour market and in the employment situation. These data, supported with information on other aspects of the economy, provide a basis for the evaluation and analysis of macro-economic policies.

This report focuses mainly on labour force key indicators, main characteristics of the employed, unemployed, underemployed and persons outside labour force, labour force according to level of education, distribution of the employed population by occupation, economic activity, place of work, employment status, hours and days worked and average daily wage in NIS for the employees.

Labour Force Status:

Labour force survey witnessed different phases of the Palestinian economy due to unstable political situation and the strict imposed closure on the Palestinian Territory, where the impact of these conditions on labour force was clearly reflected negatively on unemployment rate since September 2000.

Unemployment rate was 11.8% in 1999 and 14.1% in 2000 and reached 24.5% in 2009.  The following diagram presents the status of the major components of labor force in the Palestinian Territory in 2009.







PAGE  

