[image: image1.png]



Palestinian National Authority

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Registered Foreign Trade Statistics

Goods and Services, 2008

Main Results 

December, 2009

 “Cover Price 5 US$”
PAGE NUMBERS OF ENGLISH TEXT ARE PRINTED IN SQUARE BRACKETS.  TABLES ARE PRINTED IN THE ARABIC ORDER (FROM RIGHT TO LEFT).


© December, 2009.

All rights reserved.
Suggested Citation:

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, 2009. Registered Foreign Trade Statistics - Goods and Services, 2008: Main Results.  Ramallah - Palestine.
All correspondence should be directed to:

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

P.O.Box 1647 Ramallah, Palestine.

Tel:  (972/970) 2 2982700 
Fax: ( 972/970) 2 2982710

E-Mail:   diwan@pcbs.gov.ps
web-site: http://www.pcbs.gov.ps
Acknowledgment

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) would like to thank all main official data sources, all Palestinian traders and all those working in this program for their professionalism and dedication in line of  duty.

The funding for Foreign Trade Statistics report 2008 was provided by the Palestinian National Authority (PNA), and the Core Funding Group (CFG) for 2009. represented by the Representative Office of Norway to PNA; the Representative Office of Netherlands to PNA; and Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC).

Data collection and processing of this document was funded by the European  Union. The contents of this document are the sole responsibility of the PCBS.                                                                                                                             

On this occasion,  the PCBS extends special thanks to the members of the CFG and the EU for their generous support.                                                                                                                            

Team Work

· Report Preparation

Muneer Hamamreh

Husam Khalifa
· Graphic Design

Ahmad Sawalmeh

· Dissemination Standards 
Hanan Janajreh

· Preliminary Review

            Ibrahim AL –Tarsha

            Saleh AL – Kafri

            Mahmoud AL – Qayya

· Final Review & Overall Supervision 

Mahmoud Jaradat

Ola Awad                                  Acting President     
Preface

Since its establishment in 1993 the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) has worked vigorously to achieve a statistical system at the national, regional and international level, including the provision of foreign trade statistics, according to the concepts, standards and international recommendations aimed at providing useful data both at the national level, and comparable at the international level, and aimed at providing the most important statistical indicators on the detailed level.

PCBS is pleased to issue the thirteenth annual report on the registered Foreign Trade Statistics for the Palestinian Territory for the year 2008. This provides data on imports and exports and net trade balance by month and year and trading partner. It also provides data by mode and point of entry and exit, and the nature of the structural composition of goods and services and their relative importance in the economy. The aim of this work is to meet the data needs of different users of these statistics.

PCBS previously issued annual reports of foreign trade statistics one year after the reference period, although in November 2009 a press release was issued pertaining to preliminary results for the year 2008. This publication is the first one that includes data on donations reported at the Palestinin Customs. 

PCBS hopes that the published figures in this report will  meet the needs of researchers, scholars, and decision makers in the political and economic community who work to correct the flow of goods and services in and out of Palestine, in addition to the consolidation of trade and economic relations with all countries and global economic blocs.

	December, 2009
	Ola Awad

Acting President
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Executive Summary

This report includes data about goods and services, taking into account that data on services include imports and exports with Israel that were monitored through VAT vouchers. As in previous reports, this report is based on the registered data in available documents from the official sources in the Palestinian National Authority.

The results indicate that the total value of imports of commodities in 2008 was US$ 3,466.2 million which reveals an increase by 5.5% compared with 2007, and distributed over 4,164 commodities. On the other hand, the results reveal that petroluem products was the main goods affected the incraese in imports.

Regarding imports of services from Israel, the results show that it was US$ 95.1 million distributed over 64 kinds of services, a decrease by  9.1% compared with 2007.

The data reveals that the total value of exports of commodities in 2008 was US$ 558.4 million which indicates an increase by 8.9% compared with 2007 and distributed over 1,202 commodities and the main commodity in exports was the building stones. The total value of export of services to Israel in 2008 was US$ 126.6 million distributed over 61 kind of services,  an increase by  3.9% compared with 2007. 

The deficit in trade balance amounted to US$ 2,907.7 million in goods in 2008, and shows an increase by 4.9% compared with 2007. The surplus in balance of trade on services with Israel in 2008 was US$ 31.5 million. 
Regarding trade partners, the results indicate that trade transactions in 2008 occurred with 139 countries. However, Israel represents 80.6% of the whole value of imported commodities, an increase by 14.4% compared with 2007. In addition, 89.4% of the whole value of exported commodities was exported to Israel, an increase by 9.7% over 2007. On the other hand, the total value of direct imports in 2008 was US$ 655.6 million, which shows a decrease by 21.3% compared with 2007; direct imports from the European Countries represent 33.9% and direct exports to European Countries was 13.7% of the total value of direct exports.

The direct imports of commodities from Arab countries in 2008 was US$ 75.1 million which shows a decrease by 13.0% compared with 2007. Direct exports to Arab Countries in 2008 was US$ 45.8 million and increased by 31.8% compared with 2007. The results reveal that US$ 34.1 million of direct exports in 2008 was exported to Jordan, which represent 74.4% of whole value of direct exports of commodities to Arab Countries.
Regarding direct imports from the USA, the data show that the value of imports was US$ 33.1 million in 2008, which indicates an increase by 36.4%  compared with 2007, while direct exports of commodities to the USA was US$ 3.6 million in 2008, an increase by 6.0% compared with 2007.     

The total value of humanitarian donations was US$ 102.5 million in 2008 according to the reported documents at the Palestinian Customs.

This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006
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