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Preface
We are pleased to publish this specialized statistical report on the environmental        household sector in the Palestinian Territory. The report includes the main finding of the households environment survey 2009.  This survey is part of our official effort for creating and establishing the National Statistical System and providing the necessary statistics to the Palestinian policy-planners and decision-makers in water, environment and natural resources sectors.

The world attention has increased to provide environmental statistical data on the household sector.  Providing such data participates in policy making and legislation that reduces the pressure on the environment.  As in the rest of the world, the attention has greatly been increased in Palestine to provide such data after many years of environment negligence and the absence of standards and rules during the period of the Israeli occupation. 

This report is one of a series of expected reports to be published by the PCBS on the environment according to the plan for the Environment Statistical Department, as a tool for describing the status of environment in the Palestinian Territory.

The main objective of this survey is to provide reliable data on environmental reality about the household sector in the Palestinian Territory, including the methods used to handle the solid waste and wastewater.  It includes also the role of the local authority in providing the suitable environment that will reduce the negative effect of the different types of pollution on the household sector. 

This report presents statistical data on water consumption for the household sector by the water source, the methods of solid waste disposal and their main components, the disposal of wastewater, existence of cesspits and water wells. In addition to exposure to noise and air pollution by the source and time. 

PCBS hopes that the main findings of this survey will contribute to improving the environmental status and minimizing the random depletion of natural resources, in addition to providing reliable and useful statistics for Palestinian planners and decision-makers. 

	December, 2009
	
	Ola Awad

Acting President
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Executive Summary
This survey is a household sample survey, which was conducted during the period from 23/08/2009 until 01/10/2009.  The main objective of this survey is to provide reliable data on environmental reality about the household sector in the Palestinian Territory, including the methods used to handle the solid waste and wastewater.  This report presents statistical data on water consumption for the household sector by the water source, the methods of solid waste disposal and their main components, the disposal of wastewater, existence of cesspits and water wells. In addition to exposure to noise and air pollution by the source and time. 

The 2009 survey results showed that 88.4% of the households in the Palestinian Territory  live in housing units connected to water network, this indicate that the percentage of the households in the Palestinian Territory  live in housing units connected to water network are increased comparing with 84.8% in 1999.

Data of the 2009 survey revealed that 48.1% of the households in the Palestinian Territory consider the water quality as good, and this percentage increase in the West Bank to reach 72.2% while in Gaza Strip 6.8%. comparing with the year 1999 the results indicates that the percentage of the households in the Palestinian Territory consider the water quality as good are decreased with 67.5% in 1999. 

The local authorities collected solid waste for 71.8% of households in the Palestinian Territory in 2009, while the percentage was  61.6% in 2008, and UNRWA collected for 8.2% of households in Palestinian Territory in 2009, while it was 10.6% in 2008.

Data of 2009 revealed that throwing waste in the nearest container and burned are the most important disposal method for 73.0% and 21.3% of households in the Palestinian Territory respectively.

Results showed that the approximate quantity of household waste produced daily is less than 4.0 kg for 77.9% of households in Palestinian Territory in 2009, while it is estimated more than 7.0 kg for 6.0% of them.
Results indicated that 23.4% of households in the Palestinian Territory in 2009 are exposed to noise very often, the percentage of households that are exposed to noise very often increased to 22.9% in compared with the year 2008.  

Results appeared that 15.3% of households in the Palestinian Territory are exposed very often to smell, where as 76.4% of households reported that they are seldomly or not exposed to smell.

Results indicated that 12.7% of households in the Palestinian Territory are very often exposed to dust, and 80.7% of households reported that they are seldomly or not exposed to dust. 

This document is prepared in accordance with the standard procedures stated in the Code of Practice for Palestine Official Statistics 2006








