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Preface

The PHC-2007 is an important pillar of the national development process. It is a primary prerequisite for the socioeconomic planning. Furthermore, it helps reinforcing the Palestinian sovereignty on the ground. Countries around the world usually conduct censuses every decade according to the degree of population stability, the amount of potential changes in the demographic characteristics and the availability of the financial resources. 

Realizing the importance of bridging the gap between society’s statistical needs the current situation in the Palestinian Territory conducted the first national population, housing and establishment Census in 1997.  PHC-2007 has been conducted for legal, development and statistical considerations. Success is vehemently attributed to the colossal efforts exerted by the national census team and the continuous support of the Palestinian leadership. 

The main objective of the PHC-2007 is to update statistical data on the Palestinian population, housing units, economic establishments and agricultural holdings,  and to provide small area statistics to the planners and decision makers. PHC-2007 will contribute to realizing a balanced and comprehensive development in all sectors. 

PHC-2007 was designed and implemented in accordance with the United Nations principles and recommendations of Population and housing census taking into consideration the local Palestinian needs.  Special attention was given to affording complete and adequate data on the size, structure, distribution and characteristics of the demographic, economic and social components of the Palestinian population; the characteristics of housing units; the number and characteristics of the economic establishments and making an inventory of the agricultural holdings. Consequently, obtained statistical data will foster and support the role and efficiency of planning both on the national and local governments levels.

In an effort of PCBS to provide the users with the census results as soon as possible, the national census team made every possible effort to fulfill that, where we were able to publish the preliminary results of the census after five weeks of the end of the census fieldwork events and this is considered a record time compared to other countries, and in a continuation of this approach. 


PCBS and the national census team are pleased to present this report which contains the census final results in the west bank which has been processed. Hoping to be a reference for all planners, decision makers and policy makers in the public and private sectors and civil society institutions. 

	August, 2008
	
	
	Luay Shabaneh, PhD

President of PCBS/

Census National Director
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Based on The contained data in this report is based on the following facts:-

1. Population and socio-economic data are based on the results of the Population, Housing and Establishments Census 2007.  Unless otherwise stated.

2. Given the geographical and political situations in the Jerusalem governorate, it  has been divided into two parts (J1, and J2). 

Definitions of Jerusalem J1&J2

For mere statistical purposes, the Jerusalem Governorate was divided into two parts. The first part (J1) includes that part of Jerusalem, which was annexed forcefully by Israel following its occupation of the West Bank in 1967. This part includes the following localities: (Beit Hanina, Shu’fat Refugees Camp, Shu’fat, Al’ Isawiya, Jerusalem “Al - Quds”( Sheikh Jarrah, Wadi Al - Joz, Bab Al-Sahira, As Suwwana, At -Tur, , Ash - Shayyah, Ras Al-Amud), Silwan, Ath – Thuri, Jabal Al – Mukabbir, As – Sawahira Al – Gharbiya, Beit Safafa, Sharafat, Sur Bahir, and Um Tuba, Kufr A’qab). The second part 

Jerusalem (J2) Includes Jerusalem governorate except that part of Jerusalem which was forcefully Annexed by Israel following its occupation of the West Bank in 1967. This part includes the following localities: Rafat, Mikhmas, Qalandya Refugees Camp, the Bedouin Community - Jaba’, Qalandya, Beit Duqqu, Jaba’, Al – Judeira, Beit Anan, Al-Ram, Dahiat Al-Pareed, Al Al – Jib, Bir Nabala, Beit Ijza, Al – Qubeiba, Khirbet Um Al – Lahem, Biddu, An – Nabi Samu’eil, Hezma, Beit Hanina Al Tehta, Qatanna, Beit Surik, Beit Iksa, A’nata, The Bedouin Community – Al – Khan Al – Ahmar, Az Za’eem, Al – Sawahreh Al – Sharqiyeh, Ash – Sheikh Sa’d, The Bedouin Communites . Al – Eizariya, Abu Deis

3. Because of the special situation in the Jerusalem governorate, especially the J1 area, a reduced questionnaire has been designed especially for the household and housing conditions for the Jerusalem J1 which contains only the following questions:

· Number of nuclear families, type of housing and number of rooms.

· Household roaster (relationship to the head, sex, religion, age, refugee status, educational level, marital status), other population characteristics of Jerusalem area J1 has been estimated using different data sources.
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