Chapter One

Introduction

Understanding statistical indicators, being able to analyze them and use them efficiently depends in part on the way these indicators are presented. Using maps to present statistical indicators is an effective method since the maps connect indicators to their geographical location, making it easier for the user to understand indicators, to analyze them and connect them to one other.

The objective of the statistical atlas is to publish statistical indicators as statistical, accurate and high quality maps. These indicators are presented at different geographical levels covering demographic and social characteristics, economy, geography and other subjects. The statistical maps are valued as a clear and powerful tool for researchers, policy makers and decision makers to use in their work to serve the public interest.

The statistical atlas was prepared by PCBS, according to a standard guide for producing statistical maps, and according to international standards and practices.

Chapter Two

Historical and Administrative Maps

In this part of the atlas a selected number of maps that are concerned with the borders of the Palestinian Territory are presented. These maps reflect the administrative boundaries of the Palestinian Territory at different important historical and political periods. The purpose of presenting these maps is to highlight the changes in these borders in the different stages.

The maps presented show the borders of Palestine in the following historical and political periods: Ottoman rule, British mandate, Jordanian administration, Egyptian administration and the Israeli governing period following the signing of the different agreements between Israel and the Palestinian Authority. A map regarding the expansion and annexation wall is also presented in this section, since it concerns an issue that is very sensitive and crucial to the Palestinians.

These maps have been obtained from the following sources: publications prepared by the Applied Research Institute- Jerusalem (ARIJ), Arab Studies Society, and maps that were used and approved in the first and second Oslo agreements. The maps were processed and computerized by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics.

Chapter Three

Weather

Palestine is one of the most ancient regions of civilizations in the Middle East, and is located in the northern moderate zone of the eastern coastal area of the Mediterranean Sea. The climate of Palestine is affected by three factors: first, the series of mountains extending North to South and parallel to the coast; second, the Sinai and North Africa Desert; and third, the Jordanian-Syrian Desert.

The Palestinian weather may be divided into 3 types: 

a) Mediterranean Sea weather: the annual average temperature is about 22 C, and the annual average rainfall is between 400-500 ml.

b) Semi-desert weather:  the annual average temperature is about 18 C, and the annual average rainfall is between 200-350 ml.

c) Desert weather: the annual average temperature is about 22 C, and the annual average rainfall is about 200 ml.

Note:  The data presented in this chapter refers only to the Palestinian Territory.

3.1 Methodology:

The data was collected by the Meteorological Office in the Ministry of Transport.  The questionnaires were completed from administrative records of the climatic stations. These stations are located in Jenin, Meithalun, Tulkarem, Nablus, Jericho, Jerusalem, Hebron, Al Arroub, and Gaza.  

The methodology (used in meteorological stations) for assessing the different meteorological indicators was as following:

1. Measuring temperature by using the Thermometer instrument.

2. Measuring relative humidity by using the Hectometer instrument.

3.2 Data Quality: 

Two types of errors affected the quality of the data, sampling and non sampling errors. Sampling errors are measurable and very limited in this atlas, because the study covered all meteorological stations in the Palestinian Territory. The non-sampling errors could not be determined easily, due to the diversity of sources (e.g., the interviewers and respondents). 

Special Technical Notes: 

1. The data of Jerusalem station is estimated according to the data of an Israeli station.

2. Available data of Al Arroub station covered the months from January until September in 1998, since the station stopped working in October.

3. Geographical distribution of stations may not be representative for all of the Palestinian Territory. 

4. The available data does not cover all governorates of the Palestinian Territory, because there are some governorates without meteorological stations.   
The atlas does not have data about all meteorological indicators for past years. The atlas mainly includes the meteorological data for 1998-2001. The Meteorological Office in the Ministry of Transport is still in its establishment phase, so until now there is no normal / average for the Palestinian Territory.   

3.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Climate:
	Conditions of the atmosphere at a particular location (microclimate) or region over a long period of time. It is the long –term summation of atmospheric elements- such as solar radiation, temperature, humidity, precipitation type (frequency and amount), atmospheric pressure, and wind (speed and direction), and their variation.        

	
	

	Rain:
	Water falling from the atmosphere and deposited on land or water surfaces.  

	
	

	mm "Rain "
	1 liter of water falling on 1 m2 area. 

	
	

	Relative Humidity:
	The percentage of the quantity of water vapor in the atmosphere to the quantity of vapor needed for saturated state.   

	
	

	Temperature:
	Is the degree of hotness or coldness of body or an environment. The temperature is measured by the thermometer; the unit is either Celsius or Fahrenheit.  


Chapter Four

Jerusalem

The Jerusalem governorate has special value for the Palestinians, since it is considered to be the immortal capital of the Palestinian State, and the spiritual center of the three monotheistic religions. Thus, it has special political, historical and religious importance.

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics has established a database of demographic, social, economic and geographic indicators that reflect the reality of the Jerusalem governorate. A separate chapter in the statistical atlas is prepared for the Jerusalem governorate to show the most important statistical indicators of this governorate in both Area J1 and Area J2.

4.1 Methodology:

In general, the methodology for collecting statistics about the Jerusalem governorate relies on geographical coverage, time reference and variety of sources that must be taken into consideration when using these statistics. Jerusalem is divided into two geographical parts: (Area J1) which includes those parts of Jerusalem governorate which were annexed by Israel in 1967, and (Area J2 ( which includes the remaining parts of Jerusalem governorate.

Date and time reference depends on its availability from the sources. Usually it represents the latest available year, with some exceptions.

There are two sources of data.  The first one is surveys conducted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics either on the Palestinian Territory or specialized surveys conducted on the Jerusalem governorate only. The second source of data is administrative records obtained from governmental, private, and non-governmental organizations.

In this atlas some of the most important indicators of the first Social Survey of Jerusalem governorate are presented on maps. Data collection in this survey depended on a stratified multi-stage random sample with two stages that allows the publication of data on areas J1 and J2. The data was collected in the first quarter of 2003.  

4.2 Data Quality:

Statistics and indicators included in the Social Survey of Jerusalem - 2003 are of a good reliability and represent the demography and economic conditions in Jerusalem in a highly reliable manner. The various checks and comparisons that were performed on the survey data indicate that the data appear to be of reasonable quality and methodology.  Data were edited for consistency before being endorsed as representative of the social characteristics of Jerusalem.

Errors in any survey are sampling and non-sampling errors. Sampling errors resulted from studying samples in the society, and not all units. Non-sampling errors can occur at the various stages of the survey implementation in data collection and data processing, and are generally difficult to evaluate statistically. The use of effective training and supervision and the careful design of questions have a direct effect on the magnitude of non-sampling errors, and hence the quality of the resulting data.

The data of the survey was subjected to a series of procedures to assure data reliability through preventing errors, removing causes of error and correcting them whenever they occur. The quality control procedure accompanied all of the phases of the survey beginning from the preparatory phases, going through the implementation phase and finally data processing.

4.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Area J1:
	Includes those parts of Jerusalem, which were annexed forcefully by Israel following its occupation of the West Bank in 1967. These parts include the following localities: (Beit Hanina, Shu’fat Refugees Camp, Shu’fat, Al’ Isawiya, Sheikh Jarrah, Wadi Al - Joz, Bab Al-Sahira, As Suwwana, At -Tur, Jerusalem “Al - Quds”), Ash - Shayyah, Ras Al-Amud, Silwan, Ath – Thuri, Jabal Al – Mukabbir, As – Sawahira Al – Gharbiya, Beit Safafa, Sharafat, Sur Bahir, and Um Tuba).

	
	

	Area J2:
	Includes the remaining parts of the governorate, namely: Rafat, Kafr ’Aqab, Mikhmas, Qalandiya Camp, Jaba’ (Tajammu’ Badawi), Qalandiya, Beit Duqqu, Jaba’, Al Judeira, Ar Ram & Dahiyat al Bareed, Beit ’Anan, Al Jib, Bir Nabala, Beit Ijza, Al Qubeiba, Kharayib Umm al Lahim, Biddu, An Nabi Samwil, Hizma, Beit Hanina al Balad, Qatanna, Beit Surik, Beit Iksa, ’Anata, Al Ka’abina (Tajammu’ Badawi), Az Za’ayyem, Al ’Eizariya, Abu Dis, ’Arab al Jahalin, As Sawahira ash Sharqiyeh, Ash Sheik Sa’d.




Chapter Five

Population

Drawing up the development and social plans in the Palestinian Territory requires a set of indicators on Palestinian society, including demographic and social indicators.  The available demographic statistics about the Palestinian Territory have been characterized by the multiplicity and variation of sources.  In 1997, the first Palestinian Population, Housing and Establishment Census was conducted, and consequently highly accurate demographic data about the Palestinian Territory became available.  The census, together with the other surveys conducted by PCBS, is considered as a basis for demographic estimates and population projections.

5.1 Methodology:

Statistics presented in this statistical atlas were derived from different sources; population projections which are based on the Population, Housing and Establishment Census 1997, in addition to the main households surveys such as the Health Survey 2000, and Labor Force Survey 2002, 2003.  Data concerning marriage was obtained from administrative registers of courts and churches.  

5.2 Data Quality:

The data included in the atlas depended on three basic sources: 

1. Revised estimates based on the Population, Housing and Establishment Census1997.

2. Health Survey 2000.

3. Labor Force Survey 2002, 2003.

The data of the census, the surveys and the administrative registers was subjected to a series of tests and editing procedures to ensure data reliability in all phases of execution, in addition to the intensive and continuous follow-up that aimed to ensure data accuracy and comprehensiveness.

5.3 Concepts and Deffinitions:

	Marital Status:
	The status of those 15 years old and over in terms of marriage traditions and laws in the country.  It might be one of the following: single, legally married or married.

	
	

	Never married (Single):
	An individual 15 years old and over who was never married at all according  to the existing legal norms.

	
	

	Legally Married:
	It applies if the person-aged 15 years and above has an official marriage document (issued by a competent court) but has not been actually married yet according to customs and traditions applicable in the country.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Married:
	The individual 15 years old and over is married according to the existing legal norms.

	
	

	Divorced:
	The individual 15 years old and over who was married according to the existing legal norms, but his/her marriage was revoked by a legally registered divorce, and he/she was not married again.

	
	

	Widowed:
	The individual 15 years old and over who was married according to the existing legal norms, but his/her marriage was revoked because of the death of the partner, and he/she was not married again. 

	
	

	Separated:
	The individual 15 years old and over who was married, but his/her marriage was revoked for some reason without any legal or official registration, and he/she did not marry again.

	
	

	Age-Specific Fertility Rate:
	The number of births by women of a given age group per 1,000  women in that age group.

	
	

	Median Age at First Marriage:
	The age dividing individuals into two categories, either married before it or married after it

	
	

	Household:
	The household is defined as one person or a group of persons with or without a family relationship, who live in the same housing unit or part of the housing unit, share meals and make joint provision for food and other essentials of living.

	
	

	Head of the household:
	It refers to the person who usually lives within the household and is considered as the head of the household by its other members. Often, he \ she is the main decision-maker and responsible for financial support and economic welfare of the household.

	
	

	Refugee status:
	This status relates to the Palestinians forced to leave their land in the Palestinian territory occupied by Israel in 1948. It applies to their male sons and grandsons. Every Palestinians falls in one of the following categories:

	
	

	
	

	Registered

Refugees:
	It applies to registered refugees holding refugee registration cards issued by UNRWA.



	
	

	Non-registered

Refugees:
	It applies to unregistered refugees who do not hold refugee registration cards issued by UNRWA.



	
	

	Non- Refugee:
	It applies to any Palestinian not categorized under any of the two aforementioned statuses.

	
	

	Live Birth:
	It refers to any live birth who shouted, cried, or showed any signs of live upon delivery, irrespective of whether he died after or not.


Chapter Six

Labor Force

Labor force statistics are considered to be vital statistics that provide basic information on the size and structure of the Palestinian labor force.   Data collected at different periods of time provides a basis for monitoring current trends and changes in the labor market and in the employment situation.  This data, supported by information on other aspects of the economy, provides a basis for the evaluation and analysis of macro-economic policies.

6.1 Methodology:

Labor force data was taken mainly from the four rounds of labor force surveys that were conducted during 2003.  When the survey methodology was designed, the following factors were taken into account: the Palestinian conditions, international standards, data processing requirements, and the comparability of outputs with other relevant surveys conducted in the Palestinian Territory.

The survey provides data on the demographic characteristics of household members and labor force characteristics of working age household members.  

The sampling frame consisted of a master sample of enumeration areas (EAs) selected from the Population, Housing and Establishment Census 1997.  The master sample consisted of area units of relatively equal size (number of households).  The survey was conducted on all Palestinians aged 10 years and over living in the Palestinian Territory, excluding persons living in institutions such as prisons or shelters.

Another source of data used in this chapter was the Child Labor Survey, which was conducted during the period of January 10, 2004, until March 5, 2004.  A random sample of Palestinian households with specific characteristics was used in the survey.

6.2 Data Quality:

Data quality is considered one of the most important issues for all surveys to guarantee reliability and consistency of data.  Existence of errors affects data quality in all surveys.  There are two types of errors, sampling errors and non-sampling errors.  The sampling errors result from designing a sample to represent the whole society, while non-sampling errors results from the survey’s organizing stages (collecting and manipulating data).  On the other hand, the Palestinian Territory has been facing very serious and dangerous military and security conditions because of the Israeli closure of the Palestinian Territory since September 2000, which directly affected the fourth round (October-December, 2000).  

There was an increase in non-response rate because interviewers could not reach targeted regions to collect data due to the tight Israeli closure of the Palestinian Territory.
6.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Work:
	It refers to the efforts individuals exert in all activities for profit or wage irrespective of whether it was a monthly salary, weekly wage, per diem, per piece, part of the profit, commission,...etc. Work also includes unpaid activity in a family farm or business if conducted on a regular basis. Likewise, regular voluntary or charitable activities are classified under work.

	
	

	Employed:
	All persons aged 15 years and older who were at work at least one hour during the reference week, or who were not at work during the reference week.  There are four employment status:

· Employer:  A person who work in an establishment that is totally or partially belonging to him\ her and hires or supervises the work of one or more waged employees.  Shareholders are not considered employers even if they are working in the public\ public limited liability companies.

· Self-employed: A person who work in an establishment that is totally or partially belonging to him \her and hires no waged employees.
· Wage Employee: A person who works for a public or private employer and receives remuneration in wage, salary, commission, tips, piece rates or in kind, …etc. This item includes persons employed in governmental, non – governmental and private institutions along with those employed in a household enterprise in return for a specific remuneration.
· Unpaid family member: A person who works without pay in an economic enterprise (farm, undertaking … etc) operated by a related person in the same family.

	
	

	Unemployed:
	Unemployed persons are those individuals 15 years and over who did not work at all during the reference week, who were not absent from a job and were available for work and actively seeking a job during the reference week. Persons who work in Israel and were absent from work due to closure are considered unemployed, and also those persons never work and not looking for work but waiting to return back to their works in Israel and Settlements.

	
	

	Labor force:
	The economically active population (Labor Force) consists of all persons 15 years and over who are either employed or unemployed as defined above at the time of survey.

	
	

	Economic Activity:
	It refers to the type of the main activity initiated in the establishment in which the employed person works or the unemployed person used to work. The main economic activity for persons employed outside the context of establishment is determined by the type of work they perform.  

	
	

	Persons outside labor force:
	The population not economically active comprises all persons 15 years and over, who were neither employed nor unemployed accordingly to the definitions above.


Chapter Seven

Living Standards

In order to formulate plans and policies aimed at alleviating poverty in the Palestinian Territory, it is crucial to understand its causes and manifestations.  Indicators of poverty reflect the real economic situation in the country and its influence on the country social situation.

7.1 Methodology:

The indicators of poverty in this chapter are based on the sixth round of the survey “The Impact of the Israeli Measures on the Economic Conditions of Palestinian Households.” Data collection in this round was conducted during the third quarter of 2003 (July-August). 

The main objective of the survey is to monitor the changes occurring in the economic conditions and the standards of living of the Palestinian households, to assess the needs of Palestinian households and to measure the impact of Israeli measures on access to health services and income.

The sampling frame consisted of a master sample of enumeration areas (EAs) selected from the Population, Housing and Establishment Census 1997. The master sample consists of area units of relatively equal size (number of households). These units have been used as primary sampling units (PSUs).  The target Population consists of all Palestinian households living in the Palestinian Territory.

7.2 Concepts and Definitions:

	Total Income:
	The total amount of money and real incomes, which is earned by households, on monthly basis, regardless of its source.


Chapter Eight

Crime and Victimization

The basic objectives of crime and victimization statistics are to provide the basic data necessary for drawing up essential plans and policies for countering crime in society, as well as to provide the tools and resources necessary for monitoring this phenomenon.  To fulfill these objectives, it is essential to analyze trends in crime in society and to act to halt the existence of crime.  Such measures and objectives are key factors in laying down solid pillars for a society to enjoy peace and security.

8.1 Methodology:

In compiling data on crime and victimization for 2002, the administrative records forms provided by the General Commissariat of the Palestinian Police concerning data available on reported criminal offenses were used.

The compilation of the data passed through numerous stages, including defining and collecting required data from the various sources, pre-data entry editing, data entry, post-data entry editing, consistency checks and derivation of required tables. 

8.2 Data Quality:

Data concerning reported criminal offenses can be used to derive acceptable high-quality statistical indicators about the occurrence of criminal acts in Palestine.  However the following observations should be taken into consideration:

1. Data provided herein pertain only to criminal offenses reported to Palestinian police stations or detected by the Palestinian police.

2. This data does not include those parts of Jerusalem which were annexed by Israel in 1967.

8.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Crime:
	Any act involving a violation of the law or public rights and duties towards the state or society in general.

	
	

	Unintentional Murder:
	The death of a victim resulting from an unintentional act committed by another person. This category excludes death cases resulting from traffic accidents.

	
	

	Intentional Murder:
	The death of a victim resulting from an intentional act committed by another person, including killing of parents. 

	
	

	Assault:
	Refers to physical attack against another person, including beating. Some criminal or penal codes distinguish between aggravated and simple assault depending on the degree of the resulting injury.

For instance, aggravated assault involves attack with intentions to commit other crimes; attack under serious and inhuman conditions;  the use of destructive weapons; attack on children; and any other dissolute attack. Simple assault involves attack not associated with criminal intentions, i.e. raising of a hand as a threat or unsuccessful attempt to beat…etc.

	
	

	Immoral Offenses:
	Violation of honor and ethical deterioration, including any ethical abuse, sexual abnormality or violation of a duty against another or the society in general. Moreover, moral offenses involve behavior contrary to justice, honesty or manner as well as any act violating proper conduct, e.g. unjust / unfair practices and misuse.

	
	

	Theft:
	The removal of property without the property owner’s consent. Theft excludes burglary and house breaking; it includes the theft of motor vehicles, shoplifting and other minor offenses, e.g. pilfering and petty theft may or may not be considered as thefts.

	
	

	Fraud:
	The acquisition of the property of another by deception. 


Chapter Nine

Education and Culture

Education represents one of the most important sectors in the society. Governments pay special attention to this sector since it constitutes real investment in the future of people. Education statistics are used as an appropriate instrument to measure societal and governmental performance in providing a suitable environment for children and youth to practice their right in education. Also, the educational level of the people reflects, even though approximately, the on-going progress in society at the social and economic levels. It also portrays a clear picture of the quality of labor force.

The data that cultural organizations and household surveys provide are the primary sources for cultural statistics. The first source includes all organizations that present cultural activities for the benefit of all individuals in the society. Normally, data is collected about the numbers of these organizations, the frequency of individual visits to them, as well as the rate of beneficiaries and their geographical coverage, besides other indicators. The second source of cultural statistics provides statistics about cultural practices of the individuals themselves.
9.1 Methodology:

It is well known that there are two main sectors for educational statistics. The first is statistics that are pertinent to schools, students, and teachers, as well those related to the educational characteristics of individuals in the society. Usually, data collection related to this sector is conducted annually using special questionnaires or based on administrative records. The second source is through household surveys or comprehensive population censuses that countries conduct every ten years.

This chapter includes maps that represent data about education on the average number of students per teacher, average number of students per class, drop-out rates and gross enrollment rate excluding the data of schools and kindergartens supervised by the Israeli Municipality and Cultural Committee Schools. This data is derived from the databases of the educational institutions for the academic year 2002/2003. The chapter also includes maps that represent data about the educational characteristics of individuals in Palestinian society in 2002. These were extracted from the Labor Force Survey 2002.

In order to bridge the current gap in the field of statistics concerning Palestinian culture in all of its forms, the PCBS executed the first survey about Palestinian environmental culture in April and May of 1996. As for providing statistics about cultural organizations, relevant official establishments coordinated their efforts to obtain data about the number of cultural organizations and other cultural activities.

A set of monthly forms was designed to be used in providing periodic data about Palestinian cultural organizations and their activities based on administrative records. In addition to these forms, a set of blank tables was designed to be filled out by relevant governmental institutions depending on their own available administrative records.

This chapter includes also maps that represent data related to the use of the internet for persons 18 years and over and the number of culture institutions by type and governorate. The data represents the year 2002.
9.2 Data Quality: 

Education statistics included in this section are of a good reliability and represent the learning and educational conditions in Palestine in a highly accurate manner.  Data was edited and made consistent before being endorsed as representative of the educational sector.

It should be mentioned that the data does not include the Israeli Municipality and Culture Committee Schools in Jerusalem.

Culture indicators included in this chapter are highly reliable. Selected field workers were qualified and well trained to use fieldwork methods and mechanisms of data collection in an accurate manner.  The data was also edited for consistency before being endorsed, and before deducing acceptable statistical indicators, which carry great meaning for cultural conditions in Palestine.

9.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Average Number of Students Per Teacher:
	Total number of students divided by total number of teachers.

	
	

	Average Number of Students Per Class:
	Total number of students divided by total number of Classes.

	
	

	Drop-out Student:
	A student who left school during the last scholastic year and who did not transfer to another school.

	
	

	School:
	Any educational institution, excluding kindergartens, regardless of students’ number and grade structure.

	
	

	Gross Enrollment Ratio:
	The total enrollment of  in a specific level of education, regardless of age, expressed as percentage of the eligible official school-age population corresponding to the same level of education in a given school-year.

	
	

	Basic Stage:
	The first ten scholastic years of schooling on which other stages of education depend.

	
	

	Literate:
	It applies to persons able to read and write in any language and who were never awarded a certificate from any formal education system.

	
	

	Years of Schooling Completed:
	For persons currently attending, attended and left, or successfully graduated, reference shall be made to the successfully completed formal educational years (completed years.) It neither includes drop out years, failure years nor on – going educational year. Educational training courses are not included among the years of regular study.

	
	

	Cultural Institution:
	a non-profit-making, permanent institution in the service of society and of its development, and open to the public, which acquires, conserves, conducts, researches, communicates, and exhibits, for purposes of study, education and entertainment topics about people and the environment.


Chapter Ten

Health

PCBS sought to provide statistics on the most important indicators including functions, activities, and other indicators related to health conditions in the Palestinian Territory. This is part of an attempt to outline successful plans intended to promote health conditions for our Palestinian people, and present them to decision makers and policy planners.

10.1 Methodology:

Statistics presented in this chapter are based on three sources. The first was the administrative records of public and private, governmental and non-governmental health institutions. The second source was the results deduced from the Health Survey 2000.  The third source was the Population, Houses and Establishment Census 1997.

10.2 Data Quality:

The Heath Survey data included a series of editing procedures. During their flow, the data were followed up intensively and continuously to assure completeness and accuracy. 

Special forms were also designed for collecting administrative records data and were sent to the health institutions. When the forms were completed, data was tested and edited for preparation and completion. The data was then entered into designed tables for this purpose. Finally, upon data entry, the tables were edited and the necessary tests were conducted to assure the correctness, logicality and consistency.

10.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Hospital:
	Medical institution that offers diagnostic and curative services to all different cases (medical, surgical); also offers medical care to outpatient clinics and emergency room.

	
	

	Beds:
	Available beds in room and hospital halls, which are occupied by patients for at least 24 continuous hours for receiving medical, care.

	
	

	Disability:
	The disabled is defined as the person suffering from a clear and evident weakness in performing certain activities due to continuous difficulties emanating from a physical, mental or health state that lasted for more than six months.  Disabilities resulting from a bone break or a disease lasting for less than six months are not considered disabilities that are classified as follows:

1. seeing: It includes blind and one-eyed persons and any persons suffering from clear sight weakness even after using special devices, provided they do not suffer from any other disabilities.

2. Hearing: It includes deaf  persons and any persons suffering from clear auditory problems even after using special auditory devices, provided they do not suffer from any other disabilities.

3. Speaking: It refers to any person suffering from clear problem in speech.  However, persons unable to correctly vocalize some sounds are not considered disabled, provided they do not suffer from any other disabilities.

4. Hearing and speaking: It refers to the person suffering from hearing and speaking disabilities and does not suffer from any other disabilities.

5. Moving: It refers to the person suffering from evident problems in walking, climbing strains, bending, bowing, and kneeling, provided he/she does not suffer from any other disabilities.

6. Grasping: It refers to persons physically unable to use their fingers in their daily life, provided they do not suffer from any other disabilities.

7. Mental: It refers to mentally disabled persons who do not suffer from any other disabilities.

8. Mental and moving: It refers to the disabled suffering from mental and moving disabilities only, provided he/she does not suffer from any other disabilities.

9. Multiple: It refers to the disabled suffering from many disabilities other than items 4 and 8.  It applies also to persons suffering from complete disabilities.

10. Other: It refers to the disabled not suffering from any of the aforementioned types.


Chapter Eleven

Time Use

This chapter presents a map that shows the main daily activities of the Palestinians and the average time spent in carrying out such activities.  It presents data on the time spent on some of the activities such as work activities inside or outside establishments, housework and personal care.

The data of the map presented was taken from the Time Use Survey, which is considered one of the basic tools that serves to highlight gender issues.  Compiled data contributes to bringing into focus the social structure as well as women’s participation in the development process by defining the extent of women’s participation in informal work in addition to their participation in housework. The production of such data constitutes solid progress toward a real developmental process, and policy and decision making.
11.1 Methodology:

The data of the presented map in this chapter was taken from the Time Use Survey conducted by PCBS during 1999-2000, covering a complete calendar year, including the various seasons, ceremonies and feasts. This survey provides data on the de facto population aged 10 years and over who are usually resident in the Palestinian Territory.

11.2 Data Quality:

Since the data reported here is based on a sample survey and not complete enumeration, it is subject to two main types of errors: sampling errors and non-sampling errors.

11.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Work:
	This includes three activities (Work in Establishments, Primary Production Activity “Not in Establishments”, Income Generation Services and Reproduction of Goods “Not in Establishments”).

	
	

	Work in Establishments:
	This concept refers to paid or unpaid work for establishments, irrespective of the nature of the activity. It includes the actual working hours in the economic establishments; short breaks during work; on the job training; seeking work. It also includes moving from one place to another for purposes related to carrying out such activities.

	
	

	Primary Production Activity (Not in Establishments):
	It includes productive activities such as agricultural activities to meet basic needs; animal husbandry (poultry, fish …etc); hunting; collecting wild plants from forests; wood and stone carving and sculpturing;  water collection;  purchase  and  sales of

goods. It also includes moving from one place to another for purposes related to carrying out such activities. The output of primary production activities could be for consumption purposes and meeting the needs of the household. However, this product could be for sale or barter.

	
	

	Income Generation Services and Reproduction of Goods (Not in Establishments):
	This concept involves activities such as production of goods and services outside the scope of establishments for purposes related to income generation, such as processing and preservation of food, cereals, and meat. It also includes preparing and selling of food, drinks and bread; textile and leather production and sale and related occupations; dwelling building and expansion; small – scale trade; sales in the streets; shoe cleaning; production and installation of machines; repairs and maintenance of tools and equipment; transportation and computer services; baby-setting, beauty care, hairdressing, message …etc. It also includes moving from one place to another for purposes related to carrying out such activities; …etc.

	
	

	Housekeeping and Household – Oriented Shopping Activities (Household work):
	This concept includes activities such as cocking and fetching drinks; meal preparation; cleaning and housekeeping; clothes cleaning and ironing, bed sheets; household shopping (of all household commodities, appliances, food and supplies). Housekeeping also includes house management, supervision and bills payment, house improvements and maintenance, breeding household pets (such as cats, birds …etc) It also includes moving from one place to another for purposes related to carrying out such activities.

	
	

	Personal and Self Care Activity:
	This concept refers to the works carried out by the individual (male or female) to meet his biological and other personal and self care needs such as sleep and other related activities (such as staying awake in the bed); preparing and arranging the bed to sleep; relaxing in the bed because of sickness ….etc. Other similar activities involve having meals and drinks; personal health care (having a shower, dressing and undressing, teeth – brushing, beard shaving, taking medicine …etc); relaxing while doing nothing; praying and personal religious contemplation (praying, praising God, reading religious books); and movement from one place to another for purposes related to carrying out such activities.


Chapter Twelve

National Accounts

The compilation of National Accounts (NA) in any country is considered the peak of efforts exerted in developing a contemporary integrated economic statistical system. Thus, providing basic data needed for NA is among the major goals for launching the various economic statistical programs.

National accounts of any country are supposed to give both a systematic statistical description of the economy as a whole and a quite detailed map of the transactions between the various parts of the economy and with the rest of the world. In order to be able to measure growth rates and economic trends from year to year, and to monitor the performance of the economy and its cycle within a time series, it becomes necessary to have a systematic time series and a comprehensive framework for the data at current and constant prices. This is needed for the compilation of national accounts for the purposes of comparisons and economic analyses.

12.1 Methodology:

The Palestinian national accounts were prepared in accordance with SNA’93 (System of National Accounts).  This system highlights the most current internationally agreed rules and standards set forth to prepare coherent and harmonized accounts for the overall economy.  National accounts rely upon different data sources which are economic surveys series, foreign trade statistics, agricultural statistics, labor force statistics, Palestinian expenditure and consumption surveys, international and governmental institutions and administrative records.  All data processing occurs automatically through computation programs which reduce  most of human error.  The computation system for national accounts files contains a group of checks through equations to be certain there are no errors in data processing, conversions or elsewhere.  These stages reduce the errors that appear from the net errors and omissions in the processing of data.  

12.2 Data Quality:

National accounts data quality depends on the quality of its inputs stemming from different sources.

Main stages in improving data quality on national accounts:

· Compiling economic surveys covering all economic activities and fields (excluding agriculture).

· Compiling economic surveys covering informal sectors of construction and transportation based on the Population and Establishment Census1997.

· Compiling supply and use tables which accrue internal consistencies for data by details for different activities and products, and checking for the main weaknesses and under-coverage of data.

· Developing the methodology of calculating main transactions such as gross fixed capital formation.

The areas of weakness of these sources are limited to data pertaining to foreign trade, agricultural statistics, as well as the governmental sector.  With regard to data about Jerusalem, it is always recommended to cautiously handle this data. Thus, these are separated from data of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, due to the unique circumstances of this city.  These circumstances make it difficult to collect and estimate this data accurately.  Therefore, supply and use tables do not include this geographical region due to the distortions and difficulties it might create in the budgeting process.  

12.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Gross Domestic Product (GDP):
	GDP is the summary measure of the output or production during a certain period in time. Estimate of GDP, like the output and the value added. Can vary according to taxes and subsides taken into consideration. GDP is usually estimated at market prices, producer’s prices or basic prices.

	
	

	GDP Per Capita:
	equal the Gross domestic product divided by the number of population at mid of the year.

	
	

	Gross National Product (GNP):
	GNI measures the Gross value of the initial earned income of residents. It is the income incurred by carrying out production  activities or by owning financial asset or land or subsoil assets.

	
	

	GNI Per Capita:
	equal the Gross National Income divided by the number of population at mid of the year.


Chapter Thirteen

Economic Surveys

Services, industrial and internal trade activities are regarded as important economic activities that contribute actively and effectively in the gross domestic product and employment. Out of the importance of providing primary statistical data about these activities, the PCBS executed the economic statistical surveys series (including: industry, internal trade, services, constructions-contractors, transport, storage and communications surveys).  These surveys provide data about the number of enterprises, number of employees, compensation of employees, values of output, intermediate consumption, value added, stock value, assets as well as other economic indicators.  Economic surveys contribute in providing primary data necessary for research and economic analysis purposes.  These are also important for decision makers, planners and those interested in economic activities.
13.1 Methodology:

The economic surveys data is collected annually and periodically. A single stage stratified systematic random sample model is used in industry, internal trade and services surveys.  The industry survey covers; mining and quarrying, and manufacturing as well as electricity and water supply. The internal trade survey includes wholesale and retail & repair activities. The services survey covers hotels, restaurants, leasing and real estate activities, education, health, social work, as well as other social and personal activities.  Full coverage for all enterprises engaged in the transport, storage and communications and constructions-contractors surveys has been done rather than sampling techniques.  The transport, storage and communications survey includes all the transport, storage and communications activities. The constructions-contractors survey includes all the construction activities.

The data for the surveys was collected through personal interviews with the owners or managers of the targeted enterprises by well-trained and qualified interviewers using the designated survey questionnaire.  These questionnaires were edited and encoded in the office to become ready for data entry.  Upon completion of data entry, preliminary survey tables were derived.  These tables were edited according to guidelines of consistency in order to arrive at the final survey results.
13.2 Data Quality:

The required data was provided for the fieldworkers through the bookkeeping records of the enterprises whenever these were available. In case these enterprises do not keep such records, as most of the small ones do not, they were required to provide the best possible estimates. With regard to currency, survey data was collected according to the currency used in each enterprise.
13.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Gross value added:  
	Output minus intermediate consumption.

	
	

	Output:  
	Value of goods and services, including own-account goods, produced during a specific period

	
	

	Remaining West Bank:
	The West Bank except those parts of Jerusalem, which were annexed after 1967 occupation by Israel.


Chapter Fourteen

Tourism

The importance of tourism statistics is to determine the size of the tourism services sector in supporting the national economy, and to focus on tourist activities, numbers and characteristics of visitors, the patterns of their movements and expenditures during their trip.

14.1 Methodology:

Data presented in the maps of this chapter is taken from the following surveys:

Hotel Survey:  Data related to hotels was collected through a special questionnaire that is kept in each hotel to be completed monthly according to the hotel’s records.  These questionnaires are collected from all working hotels in the Palestinian Territory and Jerusalem governorate.

Tourism Activities Survey:  Data of the establishments which are related to the Tourism Activities were obtained from a survey covering these establishments through a special questionnaire that was kept in each tourist establishment and completed during the year 2002. These questionnaires were collected from all working tourist establishments in the Palestinian Territory and Jerusalem governorate, which are 854 establishments.

14.1 Data Quality:

The most important notes concerning the quality of data presented in the maps of this chapter are:

Hotel Survey:  The Hotel Survey data is highly reliable and represents the reality of the hotel guests’ movements, due to the fact that hotel records are the primary sources.  The response rate was very high, 96.5%.  Several measures were adopted to minimize the effects of errors, namely, the interviewers, editors and coders underwent intensive training and were provided with fieldwork manuals to consult when facing any problem.

Tourism Activities Survey:  With respect to the Tourism Activities Survey, the response rate was 65.9%. Several measures were adopted to minimize the effects of these errors, namely, the interviewers, editors and coders had undergone intensive training and were provided with fieldwork manuals to consult when facing any problem.
14.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Hotel:
	It is defined as an accommodation establishment providing overnight lodging for the visitors in a room or unit. It should hold a number of persons exceeding that of an average single family.  The establishment must be under one management, and provides different facilities and services to visitors.

	
	

	Room Occupancy:
	Number of booked and paid rooms. Such rooms are considered occupied whether they were actually used or not.

	
	

	Establishment:
	It refers to an economic organization capable, in accordance with the rights it enjoys, of possessing assets and incurring liabilities as well as engaging in economic activities and transactions with other parties. In this survey, the establishments include (hotels, restaurants, rent a car, tour & travel agencies, traditional handicrafts factories, souvenir shops)


Chapter Fifteen

Foreign Trade

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics has been careful since its establishment in 1993 to conduct a comprehensive supervision of all forms of goods in the Palestinian Territory.  This program provides data on foreign trade statistics according to international standards, main annual indicators in terms of foreign trade statistics, exports of national origin, what is re-exported in terms of country of origin, exported goods based on Broad Economic Categories (BEC), as well as net trade balance with world countries.  The output data is used in preparing national accounts and the Palestinian balance of payments. They are also used in all Palestinian National Authority ministries, institutions, and agencies as well as by researchers and scholars.
15.1 Methodology:

Most of the countries in the world depend on the custom declaration in supervising real flow of goods during reference periods. However, and due to the unique and special conditions of the Palestinian Territory during the interim period, the PCBS depended on clearance invoices for the value added tax from the Ministry of Finance as the primary source for data pertaining to commercial exchange with Israel.  It also relied on the Israeli custom declarations with world countries in addition to other sources.

The data of this chapter does not include data of that part of Jerusalem which was annexed by Israel after 1967.
15.2 Data Quality:

Data provides a semi-comprehensive coverage for all exports and imports of fresh agricultural products of the Palestinian Territory with Israel, as provided by the source.  This data does not include commodities smuggled through border entries to the Palestinian National Authority Territory. It also does not include unsupervised goods in commercial exchanges with Israel, which comprise 20% of the total exchanges according to the estimates of the Palestinian Ministry of Finance. It is also noticeable that imports and exports with Israel include indirect imports and exports with world countries due to the absence of including country of origin or destination in clearance invoice. This means that Palestinian imports from Israel do not necessarily originate from Israel. Also, Palestinian exports to Israel include Palestinian exports to world countries traveling through Israel.  The imports also include data about travelers’ border entry points at the Allenby (Al-Karamah) and Rafah (Al-Awda) entrances.  The data pertaining to gifts from Palestine to relatives in Jordan such as olive oil and pickled olives are added to the national originated exports and the total of exports; Data of 1999 has been adjusted comparing with what was published previously, while the figures of 2000 will be adjusted in the future.

15.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Imports:
	The whole commodities (goods and services) to country by air, land and sea which are used in consumption, convertibility of Industry, exportation and re-exportation. Customs clearances regarding private or public sector; excused or unexcused of customs duty are taken into consideration.  The Imports Value are counted by the base C.I.F. which means the total cost of load good in addition to the insurance and loading fees till goods reach to customs centers of the country (last destination).  

	
	

	Exports:
	The whole commodities (goods and services) which are exported outside the country, or to free customs regions.  It includes the national exports and re-exported goods and services. F.O.B. is the base to compute it by its costs loaded by means of transportation in the country of origin.


Chapter Sixteen

Construction

Construction is a vital activity in the Palestinian economy; it contributes substantially to the Palestinian gross domestic product and employment.

In an attempt to provide statistical data on the different aspects of this activity, PCBS had initiated the Construction-Contractors Survey within the economic survey series since 1994. PCBS had also started to prepare statistics on building licenses as of the first quarter of 1996 and had also conducted the annual Existing Buildings Survey starting from the reference year 1996 that covers the informal sector of the construction activities.
16.1 Methodology:

The data presented on the maps of this chapter is collected from Construction- Contractors Survey, the Existing Buildings Survey and the database of Building Licenses.  Statistical data is currently collected for the Construction-Contractors and the Existing Buildings Surveys on an annual basis. The Construction-Contractors Survey covers all enterprises engaged in construction activities, while a two-stage stratified cluster random sample was used in Existing Buildings Survey where the building is the statistical unit. Regarding the Building Licenses statistics, data is currently collected through filling the designated form from the administrative records of the different official license-issuing authorities.  This was initiated on a quarterly basis as of the first quarter1996. 

Qualified and well-trained fieldworkers met interviewees. These fieldworkers are also knowledgeable of the terms pertaining to statistical data and information used in the designated survey questionnaire. After interviewing, questionnaires were edited and coded in the office to be ready for data entry. Then preliminary tables of the survey results were derived. These tables were edited according to consistency regulations to produce final survey tables. 

16.2 Data Quality:

Construction-Contractors Survey: 

 Statistical data was obtained from book keeping registers where it is available, otherwise interviewers were asked to provide their best estimations. 
 Due to the special status of Jerusalem, many difficulties arose in the data collection process which affects the response rates and the accuracy of the statistical data.
 Statistical data was collected according to the currency used by enterprises, and then all currencies were converted to US $ according to the exchange rates for the reference year. 

Existing Buildings Survey:

 It was difficult to find the building numbers that had been placed by the teams of the 1997 Census, because most of them had been removed or covered.

 As was expected, it was difficult for the owners of the buildings to provide adequate answers, especially for the year when the building was finished and details of construction costs.

 The fieldworkers exerted tremendous effort to obtain comprehensive and accurate data according to the interviewees’ estimations.

Building Licenses Statistics:

It is worth mentioning some of the difficulties in the process of collecting data for these statistics:  

 UNRWA did not cooperate with PCBS in completing data pertaining to building licenses issued for camp residents.

 Ramallah and Bethlehem issuing authority offices issue some of the building licenses for some localities in Jerusalem Governorate. 

 The Israeli arbitrary closure has affected economic activities in the Palestinian Territory since September 2000, especially construction activities.

16.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Number of persons engaged:
	Includes unpaid owners and family members, and paid employees (permanent and temporary).

	
	

	Principal economic activity:
	The principle activity of an economic activity is the activity that contributes most to the value added of the entity.

	
	

	Building:
	The building is defined as any fixed construction that is temporarily or permanently erected on the surface of the earth or water.  The building is surrounded by four walls or with at least one completed ceiling at the time of the visit, regardless of the construction material and the purpose of construction and utilization.

	
	

	Building Utilization:
	Residential: The building is considered residential if more than half of its total area is prepared for residential   purposes. The building could consist of:

· Complete dwellings.

· Rooms added to the dwellings.

· Non– Residential: industrial, commercial, educational, etc.   


Chapter Seventeen

Transport and Communication

The Transportation and Communication sector is important due to its contribution to the gross domestic product and provision of working opportunities, in addition to its vital role in connecting different localities. 

17.1 Methodology:

In providing length of road network, main telephone lines and cellular phone data, administrative records were mainly used from the Land Research Center, Palestine Telecommunications Company, and Palestine Cellular Communication. 

17.2 Data Quality:

A preliminary editing process was conducted upon receiving the data from sources.  In cases where errors occurred or when data were unclear, relevant organizations were consulted and asked to adjust the data according to their guidelines.  Upon completion of data processing, data was edited to ensure internal logic. 

The data for the number of telephone lines does not include those parts of Jerusalem annexed by Israel after 1967.

17.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Road Network:
	Includes:  Main road, Regional road, and Local road.

	
	

	Main Road:
	Serves for national or inter district traffic.

	
	

	Regional Road:
	Branching off from, or lining, main roads.

	
	

	Local Road:
	Serves the internal traffics within a locality.

	
	

	Bypass Road:
	Construct by Israeli Occupation to link the Settlements with each other and with Israel.


Chapter Eighteen

Agriculture

Agricultural activity in the Palestinian Territory is an important productive activity. The agricultural sector has an important and fundamental role in the national economy since agricultural products contribute significantly to foreign trade and to foreign currency.  This sector also provides many of the raw materials to other economic sectors.

18.1 Methodology:

Data presented in this chapter is provided by the annual Agricultural Statistics Survey.  The data of this survey fulfills the needs of research and economic analysis. This data also help decision makers, planners, and those interested in formulating economic policies and contributing to the development of the agricultural sector in this critical stage of state building.

This survey is conducted through close cooperation between the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics and the Ministry of Agriculture.  It provides data on the most important agricultural indicators to represent an entire agricultural year that extends from the beginning of October until the end of September of the following year.  Data collection is conducted at the locality level.

The most important indicators were collected according to the areas under the administration of the different Agricultural Departments and in a way that covers all localities in the Palestinian Territory.  Several editing rules were applied to the data in the different data collection and data processing stages to guarantee the best data quality before the extraction of the final results.

18.2 Data Quality:

Users should deal carefully with the presented data, since data collection depended on the localities as statistical units, whereas the International Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) recommends that an agricultural holding should be treated as a statistical unit.

There is a discrepancy in the reality and the accuracy of the data that are available from one governorate to another.  This is due to the difference in the agricultural structure amongst various governorates, as well as the range of the availability of administrative records that are related to the agricultural sector for each governorate.

18.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Cultivated Area:
	Area which was prepared and planted by one crop or more, either permanent or temporary crops.


Chapter Nineteen

Housing

Palestinian society requires data about housing and housing conditions, since a housing unit represents a basic indication of the living conditions of a society, such as housing conditions and housing facilities for the safety, stability and protection of its inhabitants.  Therefore, it is important to provide statistical data on housing and housing conditions that includes the type and tenure of housing units, housing density, and number of rooms in the housing units. 

19.1 Methodology and Data Quality:

The main data sources of this chapter are the Labor Force Survey 2002 and Building Licenses Statistics, 2002.  The methodology and the data quality of these two sources are mentioned in Chapter Five and Chapter Thirteen.  Another data source is the Impact of the Israeli Measures on the Economic Conditions of the Palestinian Households Survey.  This survey was an annex to the Labor Force Survey, so the methodology and data quality is the same as that mentioned in Chapter Five.

19.2 Concepts and Definitions:

	Building Foundation Year:
	The year of building the oldest part of the building, which means the year of start putting bases of building. 

	
	

	Housing Unit:
	A building or part of a building constructed for one household only, with one or more independent entrance leading to the public road without passing through another housing unit. The unit might not be constructed for living purposes but found occupied with a household during the enumeration. Likewise, the unit might be utilized for habitation or for work purposes or both purposes. Also, it might be closed, vacant or occupied by one or more households during the survey.

	
	

	Housing Unit Type:
	This term describes one of the following: Villa, house, apartment and other.

Villa: A separately established building that is usually constructed from clean stone. It is constructed for the living of one household and consists of a 2 - suite – single or double or multiple stories connected through internal stairs.  One of the suites is constructed as bedrooms whereas the second suite is constructed for reception and involves the kitchen and other related services. In general, the villa is surrounded by a garden, regardless of the area of this garden, which is  surrounded by boarding wall or fence. Villas normally have roofed parking area (garage).

Villas also may include separate small building or extensions as part of them.
House: A building usually established for the residence of one household or more; it is the typical form of residential buildings prevailing in Palestine. The house may be comprised of single story or more that is utilized by a single household. Nevertheless, if the house is divided into housing units each of which has its own utilities and occupied by a different household, each housing unit would be classified as an apartment.

Apartment: It is a part of a building or a house, consisting of one room or more and annexed with kitchen, bathroom and toilet, which are all, closed by external door, leading to the road through a stair way and/or path way.  It is prepared usually for one household.

Independent Room: It is a separate room with no kitchen, bathroom nor toilet, but sharing with other households these basic services, and it is prepared for living.
Other: It refers to any type of building other than the aforementioned. Examples of this type include tent, marginal, cottages, caves, grottos, and booths occupied by a tenant during the survey.

	
	

	Tenure of Housing Unit:
	This section refers to the household tenure of the Housing unit that could be one of the following categories:

1. Rented: If the housing unit is rented.

2. Owned: This category applies when the household or one of the household members (usually live therein) owns the Housing unit. 

3. Without Payment: If the housing unit is used without any payments. 

4. For Work: If the housing unit is offered to the household as a result of working relation with one member of the family or more.

	
	

	Housing Density (Number of persons per Room):
	It is defined as the number of occupants per room (number of persons who live in the household divided by the total number of occupied rooms of the household).  Households, who live in housing units with unknown number of rooms are not considered in the calculation.  


Chapter Twenty

Environment

The environment has become an international issue, and in the last few years attention has increased to provide environmental statistical data on air pollution, including air quality and air emissions, solid waste, water and wastewater, land use and soil, wildlife, and natural resources.  These issues have a direct and strong impact and interaction with the conditions surrounding us and affect our life and health, either positively or negatively.  Moreover, the nature of human activities and the technological revolution in various aspects of life make environmental statistics extremely important in providing accurate information about the status of the environment.

20.1 Methodology:

Environmental data presented in the maps of this chapter was taken from the four rounds of the Household Environment Survey that were conducted during 2003.  When the survey methodology was designed, the following factors were taken into account: the Palestinian conditions, international standards, data processing requirements, and the comparability of outputs with other related surveys conducted in the Palestinian Territory.  

This survey was conducted on a two-stage stratified cluster random sample taken from all Palestinian households living in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.   
20.2 Data Quality:

Two types of errors affect the quality of survey data, sampling and non-sampling errors.  The sampling errors are measurable.  The non-sampling errors could not be determined easily, due to the diversity of sources (e.g., the interviewers, respondents, editor, coders, data entry operator, etc).  The data entry program was designed in a way that allows error detection and correction.  This applies particularly to logical errors that might not be discovered before data entry operations.  A consistency check was also performed to assure accuracy after data entry.

20.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Wastewater:
	Used water, typically discharged into the sewage system. It contains matter and bacteria in solution or suspension.

	
	

	Sewage network:
	System of collectors, pipelines, conduits and pumps to evacuate wastewater (rainwater, domestic and other wastewater) from any of the location places of generation either to municipal sewage treatment plant or to a location place where wastewater is discharged. 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Cesspit:
	A well or a pit in which night soil and other refuse is stored, constructed with either tight or porous walls.

	
	

	Exposure to noise and air pollution:
	The respondent is considered to be exposed to noise, dust,  smell or smoke if he considers it a real problem.

	
	

	Noise:
	Audible sound from traffic, construction, and so on that may generate unpleasant and harmful effects (hearing loss).  It is measured in decibels.


Chapter Twenty One

Natural Resources and Land Use

PCBS has established a statistical program concerning the Natural Resources PCBS has established a statistical program concerning Natural Resources and Land Use.  The main objective of this program is to develop a reliable statistical database on the various subjects concerning Natural Resources and Land Use.  This database will provide the decision-makers with important tools for planning and policy making that will serve the national benefit by efficient allocation of the limited natural resources in the most suitable way.

In this chapter, three maps concerning forests and wooded land, water and Palestinian built-up area are presented.  The following paragraphs highlight the most important notes concerning the methodology and quality of the presented data.

21.1 Methodology:

Forests and Wooded Land

The area of forests and wooded land is in the records of the Ministry of Agriculture.  However, the Ministry of Agriculture has recently updated this data by excluding those parts of forests that are used by the Israeli occupation as settlements or as military bases.

Water 

The data of this section is based primarily on administrative records of the Palestinian Water Authority (PWA).  After obtaining data from its source, it was rearranged, reclassified, and then tabulated by using the Excel program.

Built-up Land

Data concerning the area of Palestinian built-up land was obtained from the Ministry of Planning and International Cooperation. The data was extracted depending on the satellite images (SPOT Image 2000).  Such data was processed and loaded to a Geographic Information System (GIS) database.
21.2 Data Quality:

Forests and Wooded Land

Forests and wooded land data for 1998 represent the actual old registered area in the Ministry of Agriculture, while the closed and the military area were excluded from the 1999 data, which was considered in 2000 according to the data source.
Water

This section presents technical notes on the quality of statistical data for the distribution of Palestinian water wells by use, and annual pumped quantity.  These notes are as follows: 

· Some data does not cover all areas, as it is unavailable.

· Jerusalem governorate data does not include those parts of Jerusalem that were annexed by Israel in 1967. 

Built-up Land

Data quality depends on the efficiency and quality of the satellite images analysis (SPOT Image 2000), from which the statistics were derived.  The discrepancy between the adopted concepts in the source of data and the international concepts may not allow us to rely mainly on this data when comparing with other countries.

21.3 Concepts and Definitions:

	Forests and other Wooded Land:
	This means land used permanently (i.e. for five years and more) for forests.  Permanent meadows and pastures on which trees and shrubs are grown should be recorded under this heading only if the growing of trees and shrubs is the most important use of the area.

	
	

	Groundwater:
	Water (fresh or brackish) beneath earth surface (usually in aquifers) supplying wells and springs.

	
	

	Built-up Land:
	Land under houses, roads, mines and quarries and any other facilities, including their auxiliary spaces, deliberately installed for the pursuit of human activities.  Included are also certain types of open land (non-built-up land), which are closely related to those activities, such as waste tips, derelict land in built–up area, junkyards, city parks and gardens, etc.  Land occupied by scattered farm buildings, yards and their annexes is excluded.  Land under closed villages or similar rural localities are included.


Chapter Twenty Two

Israeli Occupation

During the years of ongoing occupation, the Israeli Authorities employed their tremendous capacity to change facts on the ground through the establishment and expansion of Israeli settlements.  Israeli measures continued both in war and peaceful times, within a twofold strategy of construction of an Israeli presence on the occupied land and devastation of the Palestinian society through the disconnection of the Palestinian communities and formation of cantons, as well as the enforcement of strict control measures in violation of international laws and conventions and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The preparation and dissemination of documented and updated statistics related to Israeli settlements on Palestinian Territory is extremely necessary as a major tool for decision-makers. 

PCBS has undertaken the provision of statistical data regarding Israeli settlements in the Palestinian Territory, in terms of the demographic features of the settlements in question.  The collected data is a reference material for analytical studies dealing with the future prospects of the settlement communities.  This is an initial step toward developing a comprehensive database with respect to the settlements issue, and eventually it will be an information tool in the hands of all those who are concerned, including strategic planners, decision-makers and researchers.

22.1 Methodology and Data Quality:

The Methodology and the Data Quality are available upon request. If you are interested in receiving them, please send a request with your name, mailing address, email address and a self-addressed envelope to the following address:

Dissemination and Documentation Department 

Division of User Services

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics 

P.O. Box 1647, 

Ramallah, Palestine.

Please cite the name and publication date of this atlas as shown on page [two]. Correspondence not citing the name of the atlas and publication date will be ignored.

22.2 Concepts and Definitions:

	A Settlement:


	A special land allocated for civil or semi military Israeli colonization founded by the Israeli occupation on the occupied Palestinian Territory since 1967.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Formal settlement:
	A settlement, which is considered by the Israeli occupation as legal settlement and meets locality conditions. The Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics defines a locality as follows: 

 An inhabited place according to the following criteria:

1. Mainly has 20 or more inhabitants.

2. Self-ruled.

3. Not included in the formal borders of another locality.

4. Formally recognized.  

In addition to the settlements and Jewish neighborhoods; located in Jerusalem J1 (that part of Jerusalem that was annexed by Israel in 1967).. 

	
	

	Urban Settlement:     
	Has 2000 or more inhabitants.

	
	

	Rural Settlement:
	Has less than 2,000 inhabitants, also includes agricultural localities.

	
	

	Moshav:
	A rural settlement organized as a cooperative association, which has the right to agricultural farmland (as defined by the Israel Lands Administration). These settlements consist of family units, each of which is an independent economic entity. Part of the production and economic administration of the moshav is handled by the cooperative association, and the residents determine the degree of cooperation.

	
	

	Collective Moshav:
	A collective rural settlement where production and marketing are cooperative and consumption is private.

	
	

	Kibbutz:
	A collective rural settlement with cooperative production, marketing, and consumption.

	
	


A settlement organized as a cooperative association, which has no right to farmland and its members determine the extents of its cooperative 

	activities concerning production, consumption, municipal, and social activities.
	

	Geographical Dispersion:


	This classification divides the Palestinian Territory into five areas (strips); the first four areas located in the West Bank:  the eastern strip, the mountain strip, the western hills strip, and greater Jerusalem strip.  The Fifth one is Gaza Strip.

Each area includes settlements that share certain similarities in terms of topography, proximity to Palestinian communities and main roads, economic infrastructure, the composition of the population, distance from the Green Line, and the like. 

The Eastern Strip:  includes the Jordan Valley area and the shores of the Dead Sea (outside the Green Line), as well as the eastern slopes of the mountain range that bisects the entire West Bank from north to south. 

The Mountain Strip:  the area on or adjacent to the peaks of the mountain range. This area is also known as the watershed line or the mountain-peak area. 

The Western Hills Strip:  includes the western slopes of the mountain range, and extends to the Green Line to the west.

Greater Jerusalem Strip:  this area extends across a wide radius around West Jerusalem. Although in purely geographical terms this area lies mainly in the Mountain Strip, it has unique characteristics that demand separate attention.

Gaza Strip:  this strip lies between Israel, Egypt, and Mediterranean Sea.

	
	

	Yesha Council:
	A council that represents settlers in the Remaining West Bank and Gaza Strip. Yesha is also the representing body of a number of regional councils.

	
	

	Regional Council:
	An administrative authority representing a number of settlements.


Chapter Twenty Three

Palestinians in the Diaspora

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics has continuously worked on collecting, tabulating and disseminating statistical data on the Palestinians both in Palestine and in the Diaspora.  This task has always been faced with a number of constraints such as the shortage of separate data on Palestinians in the Diaspora, as well as a lack of accuracy and up-to-date data in statistics obtained from the United Nations Relief and Works Agency in the Near East (UNRWA) records.

The difficulty in creating a statistical database about Palestinians in the Diaspora lies in their dispersion among several countries and within different areas in these countries.  The Palestinians did not consider their communities as isolated ghettos, and accordingly participated in the life of the countries they resided in, while retaining their distinctiveness at the same time.  Further difficulty in realizing this data-gathering task lies in the civil and administrative laws of the hosted countries that prevent interfering in the population that reside there.

These hindrances and other subjective complications have made it difficult to provide consistent and comprehensive statistical data on all Palestinians in the Diaspora.

This chapter puts forth a set of data and statistical indicators dealing with the different aspects of life of the Palestinians living in the Diaspora, especially in Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon.

This chapter mainly relies on data that have been extracted from administrative records of public, international and regional organizations.  The most important of these sources were the UNRWA and the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics surveys, and assumptions applied in specific areas.   

Chapter Twenty Four

Palestinians in Israel

All statistics on Palestinians living in the part of historical Palestine occupied in 1948 were considered part of the Israeli statistical system.  Thus, all Israeli statistical issues and publications include data on the Palestinian population.

The Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics strove hard to compile, tabulate and disseminate statistical data on the Palestinians living in Israel despite the subjective difficulties including scarcity of separate data available on these Palestinians, in addition to the complications associated with compiling data about them.

Nevertheless, data disseminated in this chapter constitutes a general statistical diagnosis of the Palestinian reality in Israel.  This chapter presents statistical maps on the Palestinians in Israel.  It is worth noticing that such statistics are derived from the reality of living conditions therein.  Thus any possible comparisons for any of the said statistical indicators should be made with indicators pertinent to the population of Israel and not with indicators for Palestinians in other places.

The data of this chapter excludes data about Palestinians living within the boundaries of the Palestinian Territory occupied and subsequently annexed to Israel in 1967.  This territory basically refers to that part of the Jerusalem governorate that forcefully was annexed to Israel following the occupation of the West Bank in 1967.

Data in this chapter was mainly derived from the administrative records and publications of the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics (Statistical Series, No. 53, 2002) and the Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies (Jerusalem Statistical Yearbook, No. 18, 2001).  Also, this chapter was based on the estimates of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics.

Chapter Twenty Five

Guiding Tourism Maps

A number of Palestinian cities are distinguished for their historic and touristic importance, and contain many historical and religious sites that are visited by tourists from all over the world.

In this chapter some tourism guide maps for several important cities are presented.  These cities may be viewed as historic from a religious or touristic point of view.

Some of these maps were used in the Population, Housing and Establishment Census 1997, which was conducted by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics.  Other maps were taken from different sources that are interested in tourism.  The most important monuments and sites on these maps were computer drawn by PCBS.
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