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Preface

The preparation and production of statistical maps has developed significantly over the past two decades, especially following the introduction and extensive utilization of new information system programs. Since the establishment of the Palestinian National Authority, a number of institutions have attempted to produce a statistical atlas, supported by the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) with all of its available sources.  However, this project was never fully achieved. 

As a result of the continuous efforts of the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics over the last few years, an extensive statistical database has been established covering a wide range of fields. The Population, Housing and Establishment Census 1997 was one of the most important sources of data for this database. In order to report on the data produced from this census and from other surveys conducted by PCBS, it was decided that a statistical atlas of Palestine would be an efficient mechanism for disseminating the census results, in compliance with United Nations recommendations. 

The statistical atlas of Palestine is one of the most important productions of PCBS since it is considered to be a development tool for publishing statistical indicators by geographical distribution. It conserves both the time and effort of the researcher/user in understanding data, enabling them to link data to its geographical location and to compare data.

The statistical atlas represents a distinguished achievement for PCBS.  It consists of statistical maps computerized and transferred into a geographic information system (GIS). The software programs assist in the production of clear and accurate maps that serve to present the statistical data available at PCBS in a user-friendly way.

The subjects included in the atlas were selected according to international practice and recommendations.  The maps present statistical indicators concerning demographic and social characteristics, economy, geography, housing units, buildings, political and administrative divisions and the Israeli occupation.       

PCBS hopes that this atlas will assist researchers, policy planners and decision makers in accessing, understanding and effectively utilizing data in their work.

	April, 2004
	Hasan Abu-Libdeh, Ph.D

	
	President
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