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Dear Colleagues!

This is for me a moving moment that I am speaking to you here at Al-Najah university in Nablus, the capital of the north of the West Bank and the economic capital of our country. I am speaking to you from a place which is very linked to the roots of the people. We call this Al-Najah university, the university of the people.

I am honored this morning to introduce to you somebody who has been very influential in terms of our academic achievements, somebody  who has been associated with the Palestinian national movement for so long and who has been very instrumental in many ideas that became textbook procedures for the PLO.

Dr. Munther Salah has been in this position of President of Al-Najah University twice. The first time he was heading the university was in the 1980s. He was then deported by the Israelis.  We now are fortunate to have him again in this position.

This part of the country, the North area, represents at least 50 percent of  the population of the West Bank. This is why this university was some kind of a magic solution to a very critical shortage of educational opportunities for the country. From day one, when it opened, it was the largest university of the West Bank.

I am honored to welcome Dr. Munther Salah who will open today’s conference. 

Welcoming Address

by

Dr. Munther Salah

President of Al-Najah University

Ladies and gentlemen!

It is my great honor to welcome you at Al-Najah National University to start your second day of  “the Second International Conference on Developing Palestinian Official Statistics” which includes the third and fourth sessions.  The two topics that will be treated today are of significant importance to build our own statistical system, especially that which deals with the field work and data processing.

Statistics has been developed as a way of making sense of collections of observations.  It aims, particularly to help us avoid jumping to conclusions and to be cautious about the extent to which we can generalize from our always limited experience.

On the four different meanings of “statistics”
It is known that the word “statistics”  is used in at least four different senses.  First of all, it can indicate very broadly, a whole subject or discipline, and everything that gets studied or practiced in its name.  

Secondly, and more specifically, the term may refer to the methods used to collect or process or interpret quantitative data.  Thirdly, the term may be applied to collections of data gathered by these methods.  And fourthly, it may refer to certain specially calculated figures that somehow characterize such a collection of data.

Thus, to illustrate the four meanings in turn, a researcher in a firm’s statistics department may use statistics (statistical methods) to gather and interpret statistics (data) about the revenue from sales of a new product, and may summarize his findings by quoting the statistics of average sales per thousand population in various towns and range from town to town.

The second meaning of those mentioned earlier: statistics as a set of methods of inquiry should be emphasized.  It is these methods that enable us to think statistically, a very powerful way to think about a variety of situations that involve measurements or observations of quantities.

Three important items concerning the second meaning should be dealt with carefully.


- Accuracy of collected data


- Appropriate methodology of processing


- The right approach of interpretation.

Otherwise, we will be following the well known statement made by Disraeli when he said: “there are three kinds of lies: the ordinary lies, the damned lies and statistics”.

Ladies and gentlemen, there is no doubt that you are addressing and discussing a very important and vital subject that affects all sectors of our society.

I wish you all success and we are looking forward to hearing your findings and recommendations that we hope will be implemented.   

Thank you and good luck to you all.
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Some highlights from the discussion
On the textbook approach
“I think this textbook approach is good. I like it. I like to have national account system as a framework for economic statistics.”
“There is nothing wrong with it. In the longer term, common sense indicates that that’s the way to go. But I would question the premise that you can, in the next year or two, launch sector specific surveys covering a large number of sectors.”

On national accounts
“..please, do not believe that National Accounts is economic statistics.  National Accounts can be computed only if you have a system of economic statistics.  Your first step would be to build a system of economic statistics, then you can make National Accounts estimates.“

On business registers
“..business registers, when they exist, are a wonderful tool for statisticians...But one difficulty .. is the updating of the registers ..  the updating process must be a continuous process.  Stopping for one year hurts statistics. After that it is very difficult to use the register. “

“Does PCBS need to do a business register?  Why not let another institution do it?  I don’t think it requires statisticians.”

On agricultural statistics
“In my mind it is a mistake to postpone putting annual surveys in place until there is an agricultural census.”

“..do not repeat the mistakes of Europe and have too much agricultural statistics compared with service statistics.”
Select quotation from chairman Linehan:

Though we don’t know what we measure, yet we publish it with pleasure....


And we hide our mortal terror of a quite substantial error...
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